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Outdoors - - Edge

20utdoor Pursuits
program popular de-
spite budget cutbacks

By Demian Mcl.ean

Emerald Reporter

It was a time to celebrate

Outdoor Pursuits Director
Jim Blanchard and his friends
were ecstatic. The University
had just made it possible for
students to earn a minor degree
in Outdoor Pursuits Leader
ship

Students would be able 10
combine wilderness skills with
a traditional degree, producing
a graduate well-rounded in
mind and body

A week later, the celebration
was only a sad memory. Uni
versity administrators an
nounced ||I|' eflects of Measure
5, and Outdoor Pursuits took a
big- hit, along with the rest ol
the now-defunct College of Hu-

man Development and Perfor

minge

Students never gol the option
o ecarn a minor, and the pro
gram was cul by one-third

We were stunned Blan
chard said. “"We went from Val
halla to the pit of despair”

That was two years ago. To
dayv, Outdoor Pursuits still sur
vives, but it may be on its last
log

Where it once received state
funds, it now gets zero. Where
it once offered more than a doz
en classes o year in river oul
ings, it now offers none. And
where students once worked
with two skilled outdoor pro
fessionals, studenls now vie
only for Blanchard's atlention

I'he progrum has a long and
for the most part, successful
history

lim Blanchard came 1o the

Real-life adventures
fuel leader’s attitude

By Demian Mclean

Emeraid Reportor

Ask University Outdoor Pursuils students to desoribae
director Jim Blanchard, and they're likely to tell you two )

things: He's the best in his Geld, and he's golt an attitude

He's an arrogant person sald Seth Koch, a senior
psvchology student who has worked closely with Blan
chard over the past lour years

But he's gol every right to b Koch said His tech
nical knowledge is second to none. This guy has been il
over the world, and he really, really knows his stull

Kvle Bertelsen, a senior architectur dent wh
nelp Blanchard lead mountainesring trij ' 1

Jim's 1{'-.'|‘.-"v|,|l-';:.-.r|11---! but | . W W I 2N
ing about,” he sald

Attitude or not, hundreds ol students PV

term to learn outdoor skills from a man who has lod res

cue teams to the Northwaoest's IJ.-:;I_-‘

University Outdoor Pursuits Director Jim
Blanchard leads students to the summil
of Mount Hood on a mountaineering expe-

Turn to OUTDOORS, Page 3
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Instructor Raymond Blalock and Jill Westover
practice before juggling class begins
makes it easier (o learn lo juggle

Juggling classes

a senior in speech pathology.
Westover said her baton-twirling expernience
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DeFazio plans statute
to help protect wolves

JCongressman spars with Alaska lawmakers
who want to promote game-hunting tourism

By Daralyn Trappe

) p. Pet Ll azio, L-5p i1, ane I Thursday ha
A\ i i lation o protect Adusk [ ! 1 '
nhunting
DelFazio's stutemoent comes on heels of last month's decision
by the Alaska Board of Game to allow airhorne hunting of up to 80
por t of the gray woll population in certiin areas ol Alaska. The
decision is an effort to enlarge the moose and caribou population

which are the prey ol wolves

I'he board's plan, which has not yet gone into effect, would al
low wolves to be shot from airplanes by game oflicials, Private citi
zens would be allowed to track the andmals from the air bt would

have 1 |.|:'_i.'u!n-r-"..‘nuf'.:r:;:
DeFazio called thy [lan wrong on hoth |1"r:-|| and ethical ;jr-n-Ji:lf ]
Humting and tracking from the atr are illegal under the Fedoral

Airborne Hunting Act. However, the law oxemipts these methods i
a state sanctions them on grounds they are wildlife control elforts

Delazio said he belioves there is more concern for hunters than
for moose and caribou

‘Alaska's plan is a crude attempt to manipulate cortain animal
populations to increase game-hunting tourism,” he sald. “Even 11t
made sense from a scientific standpoint, it would still violate the
spirit of the federal law prohibiting airborne hunting.™

DeFazio said his legislation, 1o be introduced when Congress re

Turn to WOLVES, Page 4
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