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Anti-gay law deters business

DENVER (AP) Colora-
do’s anti-gay rights law, ap-
proved only three woeeks
ago, has already become the
NATIONAL target of an economic boy-

cott, a lawsuit and an infor-
mal, celebrity-led effort to repeal it

The city of Aspen plans to defy the law after it
goes into effect in January by continuing to pro-
tect the civil rights of homosexuals

“It took a while for the shock to sink in about
what this really means. The meaning goes beyond
a gay-and-lesbian issue to a civil rights issue,”
said Aspen City Manager Amy Margerum.

“What's next?" she asked. “Political affiliation?
Ancestry? Age?”

Amendment 2 was approved Nov. 3 with 53
percent of the state’s voters in favor and 47 per-
cent opposed. It will prohibit state and local gov
ernments from enacting laws that grant civil
rights to homosexuals. It also will repeal such
laws in Denver, Boulder and Aspen

“The city feels very strongly that it is a terrible
thing to allow this kind of discrimination,”
Margerum said. “We are a home-rule city and
we should be allowed to enact our laws and ordi-
nances.”

The day after the election, the backlash began
to build. Tourism and governmoent offices took
more than 2,200 calls from outraged people in
several states who sald thoy were canceling trips
to Colorado

More followed Several groups canceled con-
ventions and meetings. The American Founda
tion for AIDS Research, the American Association
of Law Libraries, the National Organization for
Women and the National Council for Social Stud-
jes were among these. The lost business could
cost the state more than $10 million in economic

‘We’'re the state that did pass
something; we are painted, we
are branded until the
amendment is repealed.’

Bill Burtord,

University of Denver professor

benefits, officials sald

As gay-rights supporters bash the referendum,
and threats of economic sanctions continue, the
Colorado Springs-based Colorado for Family Val
ues, which sponsored Amendment 2, has kept a
low profile

But on Wednesday, spokesman Kevin Tebedo
vowed to keep the group’s doors open until the
lawsuit challenging Amendment 2 is settled or
the boveott movement loses momentum

Tebedo said homosexual groups, not his own
are “fanning the Names of hatred” with calls for a
boveott and attacks on the religious right

‘If this (boycott) was allowed to take it

"Toboedo sald

s nalural

course, | believe it would die,

'he Atlanta City Council banned official travel
and spending in Colorado. Other cities, including

San Francisco, are laking steps o follow suit

A coalition called Bovcott Colorado was
formed to encourage tourists, corporations and as
sociations to stay away until the law is rescinded

Several celebrities, including tennis stars Marti
na Navratilova and Chris Evert and entertainers
Cher and Barbra Streisand have urged the public
to help overturn the amendment
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MEETINGS

Student Senale will meet today at 5
pm in EMU Cedar Room 1) For more
information, call 146-0630

Ameran M"mﬁ Assoc iathon will
meet wnight at 6 in Room 228 Chiles
For more information, call 3453058

OSPIRG will have a Hunger and
Homelessness Project group mesling
tonight at 8 in EML Cedar Room B For
mare inlormation, call 3468-4377

MISCELLANEOUS

Kidd Tulorial Program will have a

reading of Hoctdon and poetry tonight at
730 in EMU Walnut Room For more
information, call 346-1308

Druids Junior Honor Society will have
Christmas caroling tonight at 6 30 in the
Fishbowl foyet

Academic Advining & Studeni
Services will have a workshop on
pm-,-nur;r for the MCAT today st 330
pm in Room 164 Oregon Hall For more
information. call 346-3211

ESCAPE is registering today lor
Winter 1993 in human services, public
whools and leadership training in the
EMU Lobby For more information, call
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This Week's
Luncheon Specials

Phad Thai e

%450  cunNapiE|
Rice w/Curry Chicken RESTAUANT
$3.65 Try our dinners tool

B79 E. 15th * Upstars Neat to L0 Bookstore + 3432832 .
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MISS YOU!

1992 ,
Charitable '
Fund Drive

The challenges are great.
The nities are greater.
Contributions are lagging
behind this year’s goal of
$115,000 with 35%
participation.
There's still time to help in this
community effort!

Blank pledge cards are available-call
- Shemie McArthur, Legislative &
Community Relations-346-5024
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