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henever a
band dis
Appears
for a long
one, it has
L dy growond
odds ol

breaking s sound

mmstead of making 1
igarn Ihe new album
can be bnlhant beyvond
maost people’s short
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or an msult to accom
phshments of the past
AMiter N
hiatus, the last thing

three-vear

LOLOOO Manacs wanted 1o
v was ansult then
aundhence So they staved
Bl

COur Time in Eden, the
first ettort trom  the
Jamestown, NY | tolk
rock band since 1984 5
Bisnd Man's Zoo, continues
ity string of touching
powerful songwrniting
And hike a tine wine, the
band has matured
adding a nataral hadiy
to its sound with songs
centered more on group
jams than pieces written
in isolation and
assembled i the studio

lhe band’s lead
vocadist Natahie Merchant
doesn 't see anvithing so
odd about the band s
prolonged absence. I
anvthing, she says, 1t may be the best thing the group's
ever done

We ook some time off because people wanted to
sanize their hives, we'd been on tour for vears,” she
wivs. 1t was like a time of reflection and rest.”

Inn that tine, other band members got marned, and
e had a child. Wnitng the new materiil took a vear
Merchan

I think we all grew 1o apprecate what we do for a

tsavs, Recording took a month
living.” Merchant savs. “When we were so involved with
tounng, [ think we all lost sight of how enjovable it was 1o
be a musician. And there s better communication
between the people i the group It's hhke a short
eparation s healthy for a frie nedship or warking
that s why }-e --}lil take vacanons, isnonat
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Whatever may have happened since the band s List

tour, it worked, Owr Time tn Eden calls 1o mand much ol
the Maagnacs” earher work without soundimng redundant
Fronm haunung shades of their early new-waswy songs to

Motown beats and I.llnt s Brown horns, the Manacs
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Some of that exists on this
record, but I thank s a
very honest record and a b

After a three-year hiatus, Natalie and
crew have found their place in Eden.

stretch thewr alveady wade musical tent
And while the band has brought
instrumentalists into the stucho betore, it's never been o

other

this extent or ettect. Bassoon dueits pere olating
percussion and ever-present strings lend depth and
ety not vet seen from the band

Paul Fox's producton of Cur Lime In Eden also marks a
break with Peter Asher, who s Lagely responsible for
tirmung up the band’s sound with fn My I'ribe anvdd Blind
Man's Zoo. The abusive but effective Asher so fully
realized the Maniacs’ potential that to many it seemed

slid 1o leave hum behund. But they did, and it worked

Because the members of the group haven 't changed
i fresh paar of cars and
Merchant
savs. "1t was good to work with someone who grew up

histening 1o the same musie we did. Paal’s & muosicin in

it secimed hike mavbe brninging

L new i luence of some sort would be good

buas oot tagehit 1 jazz prano plaver —so he was really goaod
AL ATTANZINE SONES

Bt ur Teome sn Eden truly dastinguishes itsell in
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Merchant s approach

Iy wroinimg. In the past
she has wiratten in thied
prison made political

declarations on Presente il

an | is a dhastinonly
SOt Charac ey I he
new songs have more of an
mtrospective focl TSI

of contmmmty bherween the
artist and the produc

Ihat wioas an imeresnng
experment for e becans
I thonk it showed a bat ol
conhdence and mavhe
matunty at the same time
since Fwaso 't advand to use
mmvsell as subiject matier
Merchant savs. “ln the past
Fhelt ke 1 ki of dhisgunsed
mivsell i other charactens

would  make \

more personal

The eltect 1s mast
striking in T Jesehel A
heatthreaking tale ol
disintegranng love. Whale
very much n the spant ol

‘Nerd

“Jubilee” fromm the past two

Cries ani

albums, Merchant does
not distance hersell with
this one. “You hie there, an
mnocent baby 1 teel hike
the thielf who s radhing
vour home, entering and
breaking and taking o
every roomn,” she sings, nearly cving

Merchant savs she took this APproad h after revising
old albums by Van Mormison and Bob Dyvlan, who she
Ie .llut'!! could handle the '[k'l\ull.l.l and the Irn!:lh Al on
a record and the shalt wouldn 't be parring at all !"II'HI;'\'IT
I haid been dong that, oo, but mavbe 1 was avording
bemng oo personal I thoughr it was self-indulgent and
noone was really interested. | realized was really moved
b thiat sort of content in other wnters” works, so mavhe |
should ty it myself and not be embarrassed

But, she savs, “It's not about me anvway. ™ ( Thas micans
R.EM \\!;.l.ui\uiu Merchant's sen

other — can breathe a sigh of rehet )

've alwavs used first person before; 'm not o angle
maother or a tactory worker, but ve woitten songs from

the iH["‘#llll'\"-»l!!l;l se Characters ['Fat tor Two' and

\I.ll!lt':‘\ i ||r!r \Illli Ve niever .lhf o nuarned

i\.'l.r'--!r.' 10,000 Maniacs, And now, alter what
e sty b b o healthy sepairation snicl renewed energy
the band s ready 1o give it another shot ®
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