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What luck for rulers that men
do not think.

— Adolf Hitler

hat is the OCA, and why

is it here? In only four

short years it has risen
from obscurity to the most
prominent political action com-
mittee in Oregon and virtually
taken over the stale’s Republi-
can Party.

The OCA has gained the
power it has by decelving two
groups of people — Republi-
cans and Christians. Get one
thing straight right now — the
OCA is not a Republican organ-
ization, and it is not Christian.
It is a small group of power-
hungry individuals who have
convinced people that they
share common belliefs,

Nothing could be farther
from the truth.

The OCA has twisted Repub-
lican beliefs in fiscal and legis-
lative conservatism into moral
and social conservatism. There
is no connection between those
sets of values, period.

The OCA's Ballot Measure 9
was as un-Republican as a bal-
lot measure can be. Perhaps the
greatest legacy of the GOP is
the emancipation of African-
Americans during the Civil
War. How the OCA could con-
sider discrimination a Republi-
can value is a classic study in
twisted logic.

But even more to the core of
republicanism is the desire for
less government. Less govern-
ment or more government is a
basis for dispute between Re-
publicans and Democrats that
began with the Continental
Congress and the framers of the
Constitution. Less government
is the defining value for Repub-
licans. Measure 9 was such a
direct contradiction of that val-
ue that “OCA" could be a defi-
nition for hypocrisy.

Oregon Republicans jumped
on the OCA bandwagon mainly
because they did not, and still
don’t, understand the basic te-
nets of their party. The national
GOP has been overrun with re-
ligious zealots long enough that
many Republicans now believe

is a Republican value.

This leads to discussion of
the other wing of the OCA,
which is of both fundamentalist
and clueless Christians.

Simply put, there is no intel-
ligent interpretation of the Bi-
ble that could lead to accept-
ance of Measure 9. To take one
sentence from the entire Bible
and attempt to justify discrimi-
nating against an entire group
of people is not naive or misin-
formed — it's just plain stupid.
The OCA's ignorance knows no
bounds.

If the OCA was truly afraid of
the government contradicting
the Bible, it ought to initiate a
ballot measure to repeal ORS
316.019. This little known stat-
ute gives tax credits to farmers
who glean their crops. Gleaning
is the process of collecting the
part of the crop, usually wheat,
that is lef on the ground afer
the initial harvesting.

The book of Leviticus, the
same part of the Bible from
where the OCA derived Meas-
ure 9, specifically prohibits the
gleaning of crops. Before we
know it, the powerful militant
farmer lobby will be attempting
to teach schoolchildren that
crop gleaning is an acceptable
alternative lifestyle.

And, obviously, a tax credit
for these sinners atlnounu to
special rights. Regular le
dF:'::l get tax credits for ppl:::?ng
up after themselves, why
should farmers?

The OCA has also failed to
discern the religious hypocrisy
they project. The only other
major countries that have anti-
homosexual laws are the (for-
mer) Soviet Union and China.
Neither country has been
known for its warm embrace of
Christianity or democracy.
That's one exclusive club most
Oregonians would probably not
choose to belong to.

But the most frightening
thing about the OCA is not its
basic stupidity, but the motiva-
tions of its leadership.

The OCA, the true OCA, con-
sists of about four or five peo-
ple. Their agenda seems to be
one of power, pure and simple.
They have found that by callin
themselves ‘“Christian’’ an
quoting the Bible that people
will blindly follow them like
sheep.

The same goes for Republi-
cans. Homosexuals have adopt-
ed the Democratic Party as their

own, so it seems obvious that
Republicans would oppose
them, and the OCA has used
that to its advantage.

The OCA has demonstrated
that its desire to have power su-
persedes its desire to further
Republicen causes and candi-
dates. The OCA cost Republi-
can Dave Frohnmayer — now
dean of the University's law
school — his bid for governor-
ship.

Instead of sup orlinilha Re-
publican candidale, the OCA
entered Al Mobley as its pup-
pet candidate. The conservative
vole was split and Barbara Rob-
erts was elected with only a
plurality.

This past summer the OCA
attempted to form a third party,
the American Heritage Party,
and was going to run Mobley
against Bob Packwood in the
senatorial race. Its bid failed
and Mobley was put on the
shelf to wait for new orders
from his OCA masters.

With the defeat of Measure 9,
the OCA has set about rewriting
the measure and will submit it
next year. Currently, it is going
about attempting to destroy the
slate’s Republican Party from
within.

The goal of the OCA is pow-
er; the means to that end are di-
visiveness and destruction.

In the coming months, Orego-
nians must not let the OCA
fade into the background. It
will be the role of the media to
keep the OCA in the spotlight
and subject it to scrutiny.

Measure 9 was not about ho-
mosexuality; it was about clvil
rights. The OCA and its ilk
have given up the abortion is-
sue as its primary cause and
chosen homosexuality instead.

It is only a matter of time be-
fore that issue is played out and
another group of people are
singled out for discrimination.
Who's next? Ten-to-one it's not
the wheat farmers.

Martin Fisher is an editorial
editor for the Emerald.




