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ularitv. and a shift in party 
Identification results. 

This shift takes place re- 

gardless of the president's 
party affiliation and Is basod 
on the public's perception 
that the administration di- 
rects the economy. Jacob 
said. 

“For Instance,*’ Jacobs 
said, "during the 19HO cam- 

paign. inflation was extreme- 

ly high — around 12.5 per- 
cent — and unemployment 
was at seven percent. Bused 
on that economic perfor- 
mance, many Democrats who 
had voted previously for Car- 
ter shifted to vote for Ken- 

gnn." 
The second hypothesis 

suggests that Americans per- 
ceive Republicans and Demo- 
crats as having strengths in 
different areas. 

Republican presidents are 

more concerned about high 
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inflation and often will ac- 

cept the trade-off of increased 
unemplovmen! in order to 

keep inflation rates down, 
Havnos said 

Democratic presidents, on 

the other hand, seem more 
concerned about unemploy- 
ment and are willing to trade 
higher inflation for more 

jobs. 

Today, unemployment 
stands at 7 5 percent, higher 
than average for the past 3H 

years 

"Voters are unhappy with 
Bush's performance because 

unemployment has been high 
for such a long time." Jacobs 
said. 

If the incumbent president 
were a Democrat, the two 

professors said, today’s un- 

employment would be less 
central an issue in ihe cam- 

paign. remedying unemploy- 
ment is traditionally the 
Democrats' forte, they said. 
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Burrows said she'd like to Include University 
students and faculty on her task force for the eeo- 

nomlc agenda The student Interns who worked 
with her in the Oregon Legislature demonstrated 
innovation and self-motivation, she said 

"Their commitment has just boon 100 percent, 
she said "I'd like to channel that to the citv lev- 
el." 

Burrows said the citv often employs consulting 
firms for projects when qualified University ex- 

perts could Is' contacted 
"There’s a rich source of talent at the Universi- 

ty," Burrows said "I think it's just drawing them 
out that we need to exploit’ more 

Bascom saul unless ties between the University 
and the city are maintained, .in Wory tower 

will develop 
Her parents, both professors, raised Bascom in 

Manhattan, Kan where they taught at Kansas 
State University The university and town existed 
separately, she said, and opportunities to pool re- 

sources were lost 
Bascom said she'll apply what she observed in 

Manhattan to draw the Kugene business and Um 

varsity rommunitii closer together 
"You have to continue to keep that dialogue go- 

ing," Bascom said 
Both Bascom and Burrows pledge to become 

strong advex ales for the IIniversitv 

"I frail a special responsibility (to the Universi- 

ty),' burrows said, "not just because my children 
went to school here, but because I represented it 
in the st.iti' Legislature for l«t years 

both believe Lugerie needs a strong downtown 
business and retail district 

Burrows said a vital downtown "is like the soul 
of die city She said the private sector should 
take the lead in development 

burrows said she advocates selling I'.ugene s 

downtown property and loaning money to new 

and existing businesses to spur growth The sale 
of city property would also raise needed capital, 
she said 

biisrom approaches rejuvenating the downtown 
area differently She said retail growth follows the 
development of hanking, housing and places like 
the Unit (ienler 

Bascum said site's very possessive of Hull lie 
cause she worked on three ballot measures to 

build it 
We must keep the Hull ('.enter open and 

healthy.'' Bast om said "It's the one bright spot in 

the city 
'■ 

b a scorn said an important reason for renewing 
downlown is decreasing traffic 

"Whal you’re trying to do is make a ((impact 
tenter of your downtown area so people don't 
have to use their cars,'' bascom said 

bas< om and Burrows Ixitli support establishing 
a free shuttle bus linking the University and 
downtown areas 
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