Spike s telhing hirle black kids all across Amenca o

drop out of school forever and that was not what |
saned Lee savs, "1 think that thas s a ven Hnprortant
Pl and that tr would be Eroal it we could be
mobuleed than day
I he filmmaker savs there's more lear ol blacks
umibving than anything else
I think that anvome that somebody tries o
organize black people 1t's seen as a threat. You
know thait s too hommble, ™ Lee savs
"Sa, L mean, what's ||.lF)’)l'l!ll|L: really herer Who
savs that |r'.|rnlll.; cducatzon onldy take \pl,ul'\-\ithlll
the tour walls of a school? 1 had o go see Gone With
the Wind when 1 was in lourth
grade and | had to winite a
report about i, and that's
one of the most vacst hilins
ever maide
(Y uhn-lln-ln sto et a PG
raiing tor N, thanks learnmg
more abour Malcolm XN
should b prart ol 1he
cducation of all young
peaple
I just think they should
COME Atentve, pre |:.1rul Loy
be entettamed and also o
learn something and
hopetully by them seeing
thas Dl o will make them
want to pick up I he
\rtobography of Malcolm X
another book thar they
haven 't read — and yust ceally
turther then kr:uullil;:l' ol
Malcolm X7
Regardless of the rating
rumaors about  possible
violence may keep viewers at
home
Some theaters re ||ni!t'r|l\
have deaded 1o double then
securtty at the tilm because
Of a tear of rots
I hat's bullshae Anyvime
vol get more than two black
e 1r|1|# on the corner it s a
jrerle ntal not,” Lee says
lheater OWners have
nothimg to tear and people
are feeding on ignorance
rather than reahiny, he savs
“It's the same type of
mentahity where off vou're black and you walk o a
department store all the sudden securny starts 1o
Well if they e black they must be
Well, we have all these black

tolks ata mosie theater, they 'te gonna not

tollow vou

gettng ready o steal

Lee s worned tha a pratiern s tl(‘\l'lu}:lhl.: where
e nph preter to see his tilms on video at home
because they are alraod 1o go o the theater

“They keep plaving on white hysteria, white fears
It's the same old ignorance, again and again and
.I,.:‘Inll ; hl' SAvVs

“They did the same thing with Do The Right 1 hing,
where alon of white moviegoerns were scared 1o see
the Jlm because they read in the papers that there s
gonna be niots. The sume pattern is starting to come
out again with Maleolm X.”

Lee cannot deny thar public enthuscasm fo

fhon anad ton celeboating the Life of the oalitant
leader has been growimg. For maonths he has heen
s aned jrres with an °N
printed on them at Spake s Jonnt, his store an
Beookba, N Y which sells merchandise related
his bilims

|,‘..\l.,‘L, .*.,i,” St

Hing T shurts, haseball «

have opened in Takyo
and has fourth store was sc heduled o open m Laos
Angeles by the end of Oxrobes

Whaat does he thank when he sees 1 Ople walking
around the streets with "X paraphetnadia

“It doesn 't bother me. Bue 1 do cealize that s

gong to take more than weanng that "X hat or °X
I-shurt somnetumes, not all the tme, vou know these
lu»-[»!« whiorire \\l'lrlrl'__:illl\l I|||||-_,:\l|u|\\ VeTY hittle
ihout Malcolin X

li.-‘u tudly they will know some more, know a lot

saivs |t

more about the man and that knowledge won't be
superficial.” he s

While Lee had no problem merchandising
Malcolm X goods, selling the necd tor a Lage budger
for the film proved nearly unpossible

Warmer Bros Hll'.,:lll.l”\- alotted Lee $20 mmlhon
foar Maleodm X, Lee rased another $5.5 mallion by
seHing the foreign rights to the hilim, but costs
Hre ,l-u'll another ‘._’ Illl“llifl el ||Ill".',tl and he
refused 1o it the length of the tilm 1o 2 hoors and
15 munutes. Because of thas, the ( nr||||=|t ton Bond

(s whitch imsures studhios Fron

1 |||1iln,'_

oo Mav news conterence, | e arged tha

Woarner Boos womld ot i rease Taned
ined allosw 3t o be at least three hon T TU T AT TERY
I vacasm and tEira I ik
tilmmakers, Lee cited Ohiver Stone Lhonar. 8
minute film JFK, and argued that i a shin white
hero gets three | I I towotage then so sl il a
sl black hera
Viter hatting a ook wal ith the sty
trned o bhlack celeh 0 w | i e Ol
Winlrey, Bl Cosby . Michael Jorda wl Maan
Jork ) IO
i elped
fundd ha hil
Warner | i
e " N
s |
cantere |
ibsirbed the exii
: L he o \
finashed tor S5O
il o il the
stuclio agreed o e

the tilam ron inone
than thhee hou
He had won
brattle

Mier wining tha

el other hights
L.ee hi proven b
that he

has crities

pressure of makog
veotmere s and
|rl|-.||-1||',
st v esslul o e

s Dimal ascension
toy tanks of the bag
budget bovs has
becn achiesed

1 t
AL splencing thie

“Other people have a perception of me. ... .. ...
There was a time where | ¢ared, but
now | don’t care anymore.”

dhithwcul tor Lee as
copng with his ney
fouand statu s A
black leader with
mudh
imnfluence of Maloolm
MNoSometimes bewng
thie \}-uLf strvan bowr all
black Amencans can be tnesone, he savs
“The funny thang s who are these pe 1-|a|| Ly
selectz Fdon't feel thar Pmoa spokesperson | have a
r|\Iu|r|\|!i|1ll\ andd at the same T lIII L artast ---I
try o mncorporate both | e savs
“Being a role model < that's a whole tncky thang
I just thunk theu

|1I;,:|n'| than anvbody else’ s anvwayv, so that role

the standdards 1 set fon mvse ! e

modle] st really doesn © bother he savs

For a while, Lee plans to sty out of the spotlghi
He savs he doesn 't have any future projects planned
vel, After the release ol Malcolm X, he s goang o
rest, kick back and revel

“The greatest challenge i domg thas Bilm was 1o
make sure that it's not fucked up, thar we had o
make a great movie,” Lee says
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