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means a kot "\lnlkr | ee

sormuch s hard o
figure out whether Lee's
l:ii'-:::!‘-:t:" mevie
Malcolm X s about the
slain black leader o
ll!1|’-]\ N}th | ¢

Like most Spike Lee endeavors, the film s
engulfed m controversy. And as usual, Lee s
al the center of the storm

He has spent most of has tume Laely talking
about himselt and explanmg why Maloodm X
1% 8D tlll!»-l!fnl’ll’ tor hin I!r has e l“ll.lu!it
fellow blacks 1o ~L||- work and school 1o
ame out and support thas film. He had o

take donanons lrom celebrnnes to cover costs
wndd now he can t attord 1o not make mones
a ot of money
Bt ‘\'!-li- L ee can take the heat flr|5--i-'JT
that, he could care less what anvone thanks of

him
I thunk of mvselt as a ilmmaker. Othe

|-f-r!-i1 have a perception of me L here was a
time where | cared, but now 1 don t care
wivimon e, he saovs, adding that he disregards
whiat i""i'l' thunk “bhecause Lit] can deter

vl froam vour work that vou have to do

worrving about whether people are gonna
hike me on ot

What Lee does care about as that e --||||
see has fillm

What's important s that even the people
who dishke me, I thank, are going 1o see thas
il Maleodm X AN T can sav s that they will
not be inditlerent 1o thus film,. People will
detinntely have opmons about this film

Lo has bl 1o figla fon Liniainoes and low
studhio support — o make Maloodm X, and he
expects the hilm o have an LR PAct On s
aunihences

We just want prople to be mnspire d by
\I.s|<-||||| s lite by owur lIl|ll|lll'tl ol
Malcolm's Iife,” Lee savs. “We want in'--!,llt'
to be insprred \}ml:u.:lh ullhlh d when they
come out of the theater

For Lee thas will be no small feat
considenng the seemingly endless hubbub
that has surmounded X since he took over Lor
Norman Jewison as director several years
ago. Lee started hilmimg X in September
1941

L he tilm, Largely based on the late James
Baldwin and Armnold Perl onginal
screenplay, written more than 20 years ago,
has provoked a dispute among blacks, many

of whom beheve the life of Malcolm X will be distorted

opening day of Malcolm X

Parents, teachers, educators and journalists across the nation

“You must realize that the scnpt s based upon The Autobvography  have cnticized Lee., saying he is more interested in profits than in

of Malcolm X7 Lee savs. “1's a loving portraval of the man.”

the educanon of children

X may be a loving portrayal, but Lee has not been adored since Lee says he beheves his message was misconstrued by the media

he asked all blacks 1o ditch work and school Nov

Spike Lee doesn’t care what

you think of him, but he

needs you to see X.

by Jennifer Galvanek,

The Washington Square News,

New York U.

20 for the I think that got blown out of proportion. They make it seem like
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