n the 19708 when the women's nghits struggle gaaned nanonal attenton, college
students were an important part of that movement. Universives traditionally
have been viewed as arenas for free Ilw-uth and exe h.mq- ol wdeas, a }x rtect
torum tor a hiberal movement. But the conservative "Bibs, with s race o
vupptedom, drew the locus away from issues of women's nights. And woday's

college women, wary of being Labeled a ‘hiberal” or a Temamist,” have been

hesitant In-qlll!i}»!l,i- k on the bandwagion

ot that all women are hesitant 1o protest lor women s rghis. Atter Playbeoy named the
U of Vermont one of the top 10 party schools in the nanon, a photographer visited
campus for imtemvaews with women to be teatured in an UPMOTIITIE 158116 Women on the
campus reacted funoashy, ¢ Xprossing then lln!-h astre it the magaane “using wormen as
olects.” More thun 10 students gathered tor a speak out” where women, maked o the
wiist and covered i body paant, wore bags with “silence ™ on them over thenr heads and
|- rformed a theatral prrotest

I hes caldl themse lves lemumasts. And because they do, many college wonnen are hesitant
tor o them i weanng tut Label, not wanting 1o be assocated with a radical part of the
wionnien s nghits movemment

Nicole Shupe s one of those women

temmist by detimton but does not

Shupe, a U of Michigan semor, calls herself .
SUPPOorT racin al tienes. “Very nulitant women contnually rut men on the detensive
Nothang mewves that way, ™ she savs

But Jen Ochunas, a UNVM semior who he Iped onganize the rally there, doesn’t believe
these tacnes are ollensne. "We took ofl our clothes, but don 't call than radical

What she would call it s women taking conol of thew hives, And this conce pt ol
lemimism — a label which carmes the connotabons of bra-burmimg, angry wormen — s
bemng pushed 1o sl by women who see a need for change

Moy Berpan, a semion at the U of Michigan, went after this change by protesong Playboy
when the magazine interviewed for s “Garls of the Bag 107 1ssue. After Berjan Lacetioush
intenviewed and posed for a Plavboy |i|1nIuL:T.|FI]'I1'I she handed him a tolder of ann
pornography literature and a raw chicken leg. “1 gave him a chicken leg because |
thought he wanted meat, ™ she savs

I he extension of the bnuts of the word bemmmso has created an obstacle tor advocates
of wornien s nighis who shun stere Yol al labels

Stephanie Bloomingdale, ield divector of the 1S Student Association (a
Washimgton, DO lobbavang g mipl, savs young wornen need woanteradize the werm and
shape thein own mcaning. “Hs veny strange. This word feminiam has been equated o
something bad. Fach indmadual has 1o define femumsm tor themselves, ™ she says
“Fasically it s ot a bad rap.’

And somenmes those who oy o understand temimist issues are ostraczed for bemng
nsInceTe o u||1nnrhu|:~l|n

Mike Jackson, a semior at the U of Missoun, savs as one of a handful of men in a
wornen s studhes ¢ liss of more than 100 students, men are not weli omed fully,. Onee
when a male student sud he was a femunist, wormen sitting nead Jac kson Linghed and
}n.l\\ni wronned a note that read, “He s Living: tor be aomade temimst o gel achate

hough femmism sn't meant to exclude men, the wdea that it does comes from
tradhinonal images of femunisim. And these iages, including the ones that cause women

toshy away from the term, s derved from what students are taaght early on
Many students grew up with feminist mothers or dualcareer famulies, so these images

are not toren, says Sharon Welch, professor of women's stuchies at the U of Missoun
But these same students don’t call themselves femunists because they don’t want o be
labeled as such, she s

Which s exactly what Shupe beheves some women are avording. “Some women today
would not jom NOW [ Nanonal Organization for Women | because they don't want the
stigima of bemng called a feminist ™

Ange Waszhiewacz, a semor at the UL of Missoun, says all women’s nghits advocates

have the same goal ol improving the hifestyles of women. “Whether women call

themselves femimists or not, they are concemed about women's issues.”
These issues include discnmination, reproductve nghts and pay equity. And perhaps
the most volattle concern s sexual assault At the U of Calitornia, San Diego, more than
200 women took part m a Lake Back the Night march. Nearly one-thard of the women
removed thew shirts as part of the protest. Senior Andrena White, a member ol the
l Women's Resource Center, savs the adminstranon told her group it had violated the

student conduct code. ™ The next day we got a memo saving how lewd we were, " she savs

2 But the battle beng waged may be about hitle more than semanucs. Donna Jones
director of Athnmative Action and Compliance at the U of Wisconsin, sayvs there s a
word war” ragimg in Amenca. While some people sull proclam themselves feminsis
others find the word too confinung, she says

“There has been a tendency to move away from the term fenumst’ and use the
. . . broader term “‘women s issues, ” Jones says
Wz kewicz says muany fear the word itselt for what feminsm represents. “For the most

part people see [{mimsm | as something to be feared because of the potental for

COIIege advocates ﬁm the bra-burning ‘ Ih{llll‘l:llllu'lln.ll,n this Year of the Woman, wath 178 women runmng for prominent public

othices, will be an h..petus lor the change. Some hope the furor will spur new gains in the

image Of femln'sm that stil' h°vem women's movement. Perhaps one of these gans wall refute the brasburming image of the
movement to i lude a defimuon of femimism embraced by all

UNM's Ochumias savs she believes stongly that this meaning will come, not from

over thelr battle for women’s rim dicnonary but a ifestvle change

“[Femumism | is something vou live, something vou believe in, something that cames

over into evervday life.”

By Pt R\ S, Michigan Daily, U .o Ncie
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