the Downtown Athlenc Club
Award, was renamed in his
memon

I'he Herssman winner now
15 determined by
balloung of 918 voters made
up of print and broadcast
journahists and the 48 lving
former Hetsman winners

“The award s given out every vear to the best plaver in
the country and that's all i's intended o be,” savs Janie
Crimmans, athlenc director at the Downtown Athleti
Club, which will present the award Dec. 12 on national
television. “How people hype o1 pubhicize 1 as then
business. We re confidentin the way it's handled ™

But players like Syracuse U s Qadry “the Missile”
Ismail, who watched his older brother Raghib endure a
vear of hype in 1990 at Notre Dame, are reapients of that

III]('[]

publicity, regardless of how the trophy race is handled by
thew athlenc deparunents

“With the Heisman Trophy comes a lot of stress and
pressure,” kick
returner, who now has Heisman hopes of his own. “But |

savs Ismail, a4 semor wide receiver

fechf 1 can mamtan
my personality and in
e Wailh
pighcaded, cocky,

bedcome
concented all those
negative Connotations
because the
maoment | teel 'm the
big man on campus,
some-thing negative 1s
gomng to happen ”
That's why L. of
AT
Rick
Mirer avords talking
Hewsman
though, hike

Notre D

quarter hack

thout the
Frophy
most contenders, he
understands intey
VICWS ate part ol the
thew

Jracess musl

“If some kid who’s undersized, who’ll never plhjr’i_n :

the pros wins it, that’s what it’s all about.” -
— Michael Cleary

Frophy is no guarantee of protessional success. Only five
Hetsman winners are in the Professional Football BHall of
Fame — Earl Campbell, Paul Homung, O] Simpson
Roger Staubach and Doak Walker By contrast 37
Hewsman winners are members of the College Football
Hall of Fame

“Cnce 1t gets to the prannt where they e saving who ol
this year s senions will be the best pro, that's not pait of
the Hewsman, ™ savs Michael Cleary, executive director of
the Nutional Association of Collegiate Directorns ol
Athletics
play i the pros wins i, that s what i s all about ”

"It some kid who's undersized, whao'll never

In the end, Flonda's Matthews says plavers just have to

concentrate on plaving good foothall

wasting money, then

Vi ve hur Vi
candickate bag tin

When schools believe
they have Hersman
(ueality plavers, many send
out short haghhight tapes
to help tocus the voters
attention on a particulba
player

Californu has been sending out postcards with White
holding a golden foothall Svracuse sent out a pamphlet
with Ismanl bursung through the ool of the Carnier
Dome. And Flonda used is annual honors poster to tout
Matthews, who appears Lager and i tull color compared
1o his teammates who surround b m black and whate

“There's some mathing about plavers showing vou then
stats, but no real brzarre stafl this year That's good
because T don v thimk thae stod] worked anyway, ™ savs

et Rk Bozich o the Louwsainlle (Ky )

I'my not apposed 1o a \1llt'nl.|||r' il vou

verteran Hewsmaan v
{ emiriery f-ru--. u
want o explan what a guy has done Hhics something that
actually explans somethimg, that's OK, but b s a
gk, 1t s al
] Il--|[|! where
that turns off as
many people as
e sl s

But ESPN
colleye fomathall
inalyst Beano
(ook savs the
ginnmie ks e
il part ol
winmning the
Hewsman

Fadinnn 't biionws

ay other way Lo

o™ he savs
People have
been critiozmg
the Hesman
the Last 15 o 20

vears s always

gOng Lo Iw the

endure

1t's not somethang Y lavers at the
| want ter talk abow,” ’ L -i.|..;: pOsIEion
Mirer savs. "1t d be Hut, hut, hype: U. of Miami's Gino Torretta, Notre Dame’s Rick Mirer and Florida State's Charlie Ward get major-program publicity st like thi
e b wan i, bat 'm proditne s whio
not gonng 1o lose any hevome pres
sleep over it Pogmang it as hittde tme as L oand "As long as | play well and the weam plavs well, thangs dent usually come from the big states

Ok laboma State 1 '“lpnl!\||1|'n|1||.l[l||l',|Ir|lnlu-| SEev will take care of isell,”™ he says For odlensive hinemen aned defensive plavers, it s i
Buzeard savs OSU 1989 Hewsman |l-||=||\- winnet Barny Bt sometines i dioesn ¢ bt wo give the process alitte more it e ubt to deaw cnough attention o b isiede |
Sanders was the same way push dong the way Towr the award. Only two oflensive hnemen < Larry Relley

He didn't enjoyv doing that,” Buzzard savs. “He Most Hewsman Trophy voters recenve a bulk of madl  of Yale i 1935 and Leon Hare of Note Daone i 1949

wanted o basically play, to practice and o be lett alone
We ttied to shield him away from that as much as
|lﬂ\\||lh

Bt at the same nme, colleges and universities that
have Hewsman |r|:i|h\ candidates have a vested interest
i seeing thew !J'.q\t s o el

Winming the Hetsman doesn t just benehit the
individual plaver,” Golden Bears Sports Informaton
Duector hevin Reneau savs
terms of nanonal visitbiliy, carrvover lor recrnaiing and

It benetis] the school
alumm support”

And the plavers themsebve s decide how they 1 handle
the hvpe of being the most sought atter college plavers in
the country

F'm pust takang it stode,™ savs U of Flonda senin
quarterback Shane Matthews, who placed tilth in Last
vear s balloung. “Anvtme you play at a major unmversity
and being a quarterback, vou're going 1o get a liot of
attention.”

And that's attenton from which most Heisman
contenders aren 1 runming

The last seven Heisman
winners with the exq cplion ol
Brigham Young U, quarterback
I'v Detmer have been selected
within the top 10 picks in the
first round of the NFL draft

Nevertheless the Heisman
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troan SpoOrts mbormation de preartments PEandlRnRg Vaariises
candidates. BY|
Reasons the Hewman Race Should End inoa 1yv7
tormer quarterback Detmer in 1990 The U of

Prsburgh ok advantage of a natonally-televised game

sent out necktes with a List of “Fave

by ol

on Halloween in 1987 and made masks of Hewsman
lronhead™ Hevward. The athlen
department Liter matled ot 1O masks o votens

candidate Crag

“Sometmes they work and somenmes they don . savs
Veneon, who was involved in Hevward's promaonon at Pt
betore tking over sports mfonmanon at Mome “You re
taking a gamble every nme yvou do i

Part of the gamble s having the gimmiscks draw more
attention than the player’s perdformance on the field

You have to ask voursell, ‘I 1 do something gunnuck
onented, do 1 have a chance i this day and age of media
b kLash that P gomng to burnt Shane Matthews
John Humenik, Flonda sports imformanton divecton I
there's even a possibility that the focus that was Shane

Matthews becomes why is the University of Flonda

" sy

“It takes time away from academic things I could be

doing. But... to win the big one, you must do it.”
— Russell White

evet luve won the tophy. No detensive players ever have
waon the Hewssn
bt those plavers that do win gain « onsiderable
expostre on natonal television. Thar means plavers bk
U of M senior quarterback Gaino Fovretta who
appear on national television reap benetis lom lucrative
IV contracts
Cano will have plenty of IV « \|l|-n|lrl \ cnron savs
He needs to play his best game every time he's out
there
Andd because Hewsman h\;n- starts i the prreseason thie
plavers must ¢ ndure greater scounny, on o oll welevision
e anise thie Prowess is s lomig llll'M'-IM'I'IIIl-IL‘.J.’IlH'\II.i\;
Hesan lists i the sprng and then weekly Hersman
watc hes try 1o keep tabs on how candidates compare with
ithier i:l.l\f ™ Illll-ugh the carly praut ol the season
Ihat makes it tough for players hike Faulk, who ae al
their best just playving foothall
“Evervbody around campus is used 1o seeing me
arcund and 'm the same old me,” Faulk says
"But of vou're not
SUEONE you e going o
get worn down men
tally and physically. 1
still go out there and
try to have tun and
I;nlu for the best 1o
happen.”




