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These heroes of halftime reveal their
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traditions and prove there’s more to
marching than meets the eye

i taneels ot halftinmne
thie wik ke an FrochoacSketch
Iy a o wave of sonned and codos
rapod g stterns Hex and thow
ptoss the e ol !lll!.:lll_'
Batons Iy through the an
wharhng in svoe with Hhroeg it

(Lages and the sound of the bass droan
Bt marching band members know
thete s inone '1||I|‘4\"1 r1as and songes thuat
make them umgque. A distineive breed

they wlerate and even revel i humda

g intiations, gansh umitorms and

enough school spt I|<||l|--..L{ PLALISE N

I he bands demeanons vary as muoch as
theo Vs of marching stvles, some
et a traditonal approach while
ivthers \}>|||||l.‘|' in danaing and
Hollvwood sivle theatries, And de s

thew dilerences, they 're a vital part ol

the pageantry, pomp and aroumstance
that s collegee Poseortbuall toscday
B i the bard an Scandord |

mavhing and brawhng on the held

means
I he band scatters from one lormation
tor the nextanstead ol marching and
}unll s fun at other bands tor thew senous
marching sivles. In one show, the group
formed two '\I'r.ll',."lll linness }l.\\'.llk\_: llNl'l:uh
band member

other (Dric

wadentallv™ bumped another and the

i Il

entire band broke ltll-I.llip,;hl |-Illli11t'lt'
with swords and hght sabers unul

Falk

vhout a sweet way 1o vent hostilities

evervone was dead on the field
pnagine what 1it's hike 1o party wath them
Band s something to break the danly
routine and reheve the stress of evervday
a senior who
"Tt's

forward to on

Iife savs Casey OY'Hara
Stanford’s  band
Il'l.L

VO get to waste a whaole

Manages
something to
weekends
Saturday at tulgates and at the game ”

At Texas AKM L

forward to Saturdavs, although one of

hand members ook

thew routines borderss on the impossible

Military precision is the kev to the
band's stepping style, even when they
perform the “impossible dill™ i wha h
members torm an incredibly dense

rectangle in the center of the held

We ha precple 1 b e place

thie sarme tine, comang from ditlerent
dires ions at a ADdegree ang b wivs By
Foler, datector of the band I e
computer couldn’t plot the program,; i's
AT jrerson NELY inchwake thar allows 1 [
thunk that s why they call n illltun\l‘vlt

At Flonda A M1 }ll--{||( attend
games just 1o see the band, known tor a
-‘nnl.-] \'fi‘l.l]:l d " 1The Rattley I e
band gives ~|n:|l new meamng by

P IR0 st s A nnate a hitthe i

than four steps a second 1t's very
strenuous, but vou get vour energy from

the roar of the crowd savs She o

Hardemon, secnion leader of the lag
COTPS I he crowd makes vou want Lo
mvarch lowever
Bemng in that crowd s awesame, Loo
savs F s Dyeans, o punor at Flonda AXM
It's hike controlled in,ll]llllnnlllnll: I

losoks hike they re all ranming — scattenng

but they all know exactly what they e
I!I-II!L: It's wild

Viter psvahing up the crowd through
controlled «haos, the band s known toe
moves that could make John Travolta
|l'|||l'?||\ i'.llll lll;". \I\lll"\

‘Wedo 21

Hardemon says

2 o three-minute dance
"W

bt it takes a week o have

Toutines LT T ]I
them mn a day
them perted tedd ™

That perfectuon is crucial, especially of
the band s ma mosae or ona TV show

The t

Hillvwouawd's band

of Southern Caliora group
has pertormed for
productons, including The Naked Gun
I dowrgrre Howserand LA Lau

'I Oor the movies vou have 1o do !JLI
after take and that makes tor a long day,”
savs Stephen Oruz, manager of the band
“But vou gl used toae 1es fun imterag nng
with the stars. “e don't do n ene nu;h Ler
et bored

And they don't look bored either
band members wear evervihing from
huge tuzey hats 1o sequined, metallic
tnmmed jackets prosading tor, if nothing
clse, some Fashion amusement

The LUS(

helmets and a profile of an ancient

umitorm teatures gold

tojan stitched an gold brad on the
jobi hects

"We view ourselves as gladiaton gomng
into bartle,” savs At Bartiner, director of
the band

At Princeton |

plard orange and black jackets and

band members wear
boaters (straw hats) . Members have worn
the boaters since the band's i cplion
and in 1955 the plad jackets were a mowe
savs Waolll Dobson
drll master of the band

“The

members s give them the jackets

away from lormaliy

worst thing we do to new
I Moskasasn savs
And Ohio State |

have caused them touble at least once

s white cross belis

"1t was quite a lew vears ago but one
tme an alto horn plaver hooked onto
another plaver’s cross belt durning an
0Os1
Javan Dotson. "He dragged her all the
way to the top of the "O7 i the "Oho”

show,” savs senior band memben

tormanon,” she savs

But comphcatons produced by unruh
untorms can’t crush what really provides
the bands with a sense ol purpose
traditnons

Each band s broken imnto instrument
llnnnpn\, and ofre nit s t]u' sechion
tradinons that bond a group of members

IThe tuba sectuon undoubtedly s the

craziest group an many bands I hen

be havioral disorders may stem trom
\hnll.u;( ol OxvEen o the bran (uared
whithe plaving the huge mstraments

The U ol Nebraska tubas take a day v
he difterent when they chimb 98 rows of
stanrs with thew mstruments andd conduct
seo tion rehearsals at the Lo At Stantord
the tuba players pant the imnsidde of then
whitte hhl':gl.u\ -\--u\.uplli'in'\ with
When the Ohio State
travels, one bus s the singing bus, led by

protures band

the tubas
Bur UM

member, says being a tuba player sn’t a

s (Ortiz, a six-vear ban
fun and games. "I I:.:]»]u-nnl dunng
Notre Dame show about three years ago
he savs. “She was a short woman — the
tuba looked as big as her but she
marched as hard as the big guys. The
wind caught the top ol the bell [of the
sousaphone| and threw her back. She
had to struggle out from under the tba
and run to catch up.”

But then that's par for the course tor a
group of students that doesn 't mind
donning plad jackets and bell-bottoms
and “dving” mid-performance for the
sake of tradinon

“In high school people said, "Oh those
band tags,” but in college people think
vou're a celebnty,” savs OSU’s Dotson
“"When vou have a band jacket on people
look up to vou.”
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