By JaC% ueline Woge

Emerald Reporter

Travelers passing 12th Ave-
nue and High Street may have
noticed a gray-toned mural
coming to life on what used to
be a plain 1970s building wall.

Painted with water-based,
black and white house paint,
the scene shows a Northern
ltalian town, similar to the one
artist Jim Evangelist's grandpar-
ents came from.

“l can't tell you how many
little kids 1 get coming up all
excited about this kind of
thing," he said. “One family
was home-schooling their kids
and brought the whole family
oul. | sat for a couple hours
talking aboul murals and an-
swering their questions. These
kids walked away with their
eyes like saucers.”

Relocating from Florida this
past summer in order to evade
“crime and crack,” Evangelist
learned the building's owners,
Kohnen Larson CPAs, consid-
ored hosting a project by anoth-
er artist. But that project was
never started.

Taking the initiative, Evan-
gelist approached the company
with several ideas. The [irm
chose its favorite design and
supplied paint and malterials
To help pay for his time, the
company agreed that Evangelist
could credit other businesses
on the mural.

Although Evangelist has
goined some [inancial support,
he sald other sponsors would
be appreciated, espoecially o
pay for a gralliti-proof, high-
tech, guaranteed-lor-50-years
sealer coat
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Prato by Matae harddier
People have come from cities throughout the Willamette Valley just to see Jim Evangelist’s ltalian scene
mural on 12th Avenue and High Streel.

spective of a newcomer, Evan-
goelist sald he belloves Eugone is
roady [or a cultural renalssance

Muralist paints Eugene has big sights for its future
o

“The community is ready to
support focused, cleared, pro-
fessional and varnost efforts by
creative and talented people in
continuing to mako this com-
munity even better than it is.”
he said

Evangelist sald he sees nu-
merous opportunities in open
buitldings and open spaces
around town. He has already
outlined his next project, a Ti-
betan scene on the Dread Stop
building, at Willamette Stroet
and 15th Avenue

Besides working on the Koh-
nen Larson and Bread Stop
buildings, Evangelist is labby-
ing businesses about a down
town dream project u mural
on the large wallspace in the
parking lot across from Lang
Community College's down
lown annex

Prosenting himsell profos
sionally to businoss peoplo Is a
skill Evangelist got from his
work os a paralegal

Finding work in law “lor the

The scaler coat would help
the mural last longer; bul be-
cause of the “rich, deteriorating
and crumbly kind ol scene,
Evangelist sald weathering will
only enhance the imuge

“As a last resort, Pl oget o
paint company [rom Portland
to come in and soal the wall
and de o demonstration ol their
product by trashing the paint
ing,"" Evangelist sald. T always
find a way lo get things to
work.”

Although some artists preler
o distance themselves [rom the
public and outside influonces,
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Evangelist, enjoys discussing  lating the environmonl and birds,” Evangelist was drawn (o

his work and his philosophy painting sets, props and can-

workploce, and creating changoe
L h

about the role of public art in a dynamic way vases work he had done as o

“l think landlords, businoess Evangelist said that Tor about volunteer, Never lormally
owners and bullding ownuors S50,000 one-lenth the cost it trained, he learnod 10 paint by
should all consider using wall took to open Olive Strect (Y] just “shutting up and lstening™
space for murals,” he said gone could create an atlraction to skitled people

From his throe yvears ol exjpy that locals and visitors could Lvangelist then stumbled
rience as a nightelub owner appreciale into doing murals and other
Evangelist has found thiat peo People have come [rom clties public work “kind \|1 lo prove
ple truly appreciate it when all wround the Willamette Val to my girllriend at the tme that
businesses lake inilintives such ey Lo sewe his Halian scene. One I roally wasn't going to got the
as putting up a mural lady fram UDritish Columbia job that she thought 1 should

Evangelist said ho believes planned her vacation around goet, because | thought it was ull
that when u business puls visiting Eugene to see the mu- political
$2.500 into u mural project, il ral, he sald Since then, murals projects
is supporting the artist, stinn With the fresh, oulside por- have “just kept huppening
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