Magic says he may play more

INGLEWOOD, Calil. (AP) —
Magic Johnson, eager to rejoin
the Los Angeles Lakers after a
one-season absence, says he
will probably play several
back-to-back games. Johnson,
who stunned the nation last
November by announcing he
had the virus that couses AIDS
and was retiring, said last
month he was feeling fine and
was returning to the Lakers.

He originally planned to pl 1)
in 50 to 60 games in the 82
game season after doctors urgmi
him to avoid playing on con-
secutive nights. But on Mon-
day, Johnson said he could eas-
ily play back-to-back games in

and come home and play, Sac-
ramento and come home
Those aren’t hard trips

“There's a chance to play
more than 1 originally said,” he
said. 'l never said there was no
chance. It's just something
we've alwoys said,
huw | feel.’

*“i can’t tell you how many
I'll play, but I've already added
one exhibition game, and
there'll probably be some | add
again. Once the war of the sea-
son starts, we'll see what hap-
pens,” Johnson said

“Yeah, | am an HIV guinea
pig.” he added. "I don’t mind
that. If people want to use me

‘Let's see

‘There’s a chance
to play more than |
originally said. |
never said there
was no chance.

- Magic Johnson,

unretired Laker

ter a grueling 10-day training
camp in Hawail

As for Johnson playing more

games, loammale Byron Scotl
sald: “Good. Mako It 70 now
The more the better.™
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Johnson's comeback sturted
as member of the U.S. team that
won the gold medal at the Dar-
celona Olympics

as an oxperiment, fine. As long
as I'm a basketball experiment
and nothing olse™

Johnson emerged healthy al-

Pacific or Mounltain time zones
“Some of those I'll pl.ly.
Johnson told The New York
Times. 1 can play in Phoenix
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