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‘Pampered’ children fillin
landfills with disposables

By IYNETTE FERGASON

Ihe Buchitefite, U o Abron

he recent swing toward a more environmentally aware

society has made the chonce between disposabie and cloth

.E|_|}|f,’\ ittt one o parents who want both

|
converntenoe and an eovironmentally sale world for ther

Iuldren

Aocotding to the Fovironmental Protection \genoy

Vmericans throw away more than 18 ilhon disposable
.!n}u s cach vear = enough to stretch back and torth to the
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heller sad Proctor and Gaanble seems 1o be ove rloking
the reduced I.('I!.I\]-l‘ Lol -{I\}---\nilil diapers

We do nen lll!llnihp-lnl-il -I;.iFul\ Decanse we can s
cloth,” he sid. "But they ignore this idea and move an o
Hindimg a wav 1o recyvele then produdct

Indeed, recy lllk:.,' and « --1'.|,|-<~f|h.: Programs are not
without I||-..'-||-|r|- I hev are EXPOnsive Lo operate and 1the
availabiliny of these services is limted becanse few areas have
implemented such programs

Hnl.l concerns about the Jrract aliw o cloth l!l.iF" s alsa

abound. Some enviton
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mentabists  and  the
makers ol disposables
argue thar the process ol
breakimg down the solid
wastes lrom cloth dhuapers
regquires e amounits ol
l'--l:: renewable energy
and leads wo water and an
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In response 1o pressure

trom  environmenial epam laundening.”
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disposabiles recenty huave
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At the

basic level, composting s the breaking down of garbage

Y Lo contaan the ow of waste

through the process of sorung, shredding manipulatng
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heat |

il atr controds

ind stod kpiling to achieve an

envitonmentally sate matenal, accelerated o ompostiing
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wor ks i the same way, but on a Luger and Lister scale
\recent advernsing ampatgn run by Proctor and
Gamble, the makers IllI‘l\\.l!llill.\[..lllf'\ Clanms that by

using the ||-|tl1.l'.l-!1||.'I|En|\'l:'._:}l:llln\\ SO percent of a

~II\}|\I\.|!'ir -!:.u;n 1 can be tumed into soil enhuancer in 30 w
IS0 chavs

An Eovironmental Protecnon Agenacy -}‘..Lu sperson saud

These types of programs are defintely a step in the nght
direcnon tor the disposable diaper indusin
However, heller has a different outlook on these
[rOgrams

“Proctor and Gamble has recently PuL Ooul some very shk
but it s hke creating
heller sad

I}] terms ol ']H crvirommeent l| Issties ol g :!I"tfiil‘. we

looking hiterature on reovehing
}

something so that vou can recvele it

must look towards reducimg the need for it betore we look at
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“In terms of which diaper is cheaper for
the consumer, cloth diapers are by far the
cheapest, especially if the parents do their o

research shows that a
plant that serves less than
'.-rmhl!.“.E.J( Can Cost up
Lo SO0 00 per year to

another

Nick Keller EPA study reveals that

sonne ol the ash and many

In addition

(| hl mu .1[\ Ldll W .|E1l .llhl
cause air polluton
Lhe amount it costs to operate and maintain an

mcimeratng |=1.||11 alson s ¢ --ll:ll.lt.lilh 1o the amount used w
U G wWiistewaler treatment i-],ml

Contused, vets So are most parents

lromcally, the determmng factor in this environmental
debate may trm out 1o be a financial one

Research by the Navonal Wildlite Federation indicates
that using cloth diapers can reap substantal savings for
tamithes

Keller sad cloth diapers cost roughly 4 cents each o
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\ccording to 50 Things You Can Do To Save The Earth, a
recent poll indicates that 87 percent of Ameicans prefer
|'.~||I|_;|ll-l}|.t1|.|i-r|\

( sUZRoss that of you are not ready 1o make a illTll;lll'll
change trom l'll\iw\.lfllt 1o Cloth, vou can make a ..;1.!1{!“[
ct LT L se cloth at home lll\}h-mdl]l'f-'la{.l\n.lll

And environmentally, it makes a lot of sense

Common sense
best approach
to waste issues

By JAYFOUT
The Flame, U ol Hhimos, Chacago

Recently, | diove through the Maxwell Street area in
Hhtsens asing al thie [rlll'\nl rubbish

Athough in some eves, this
prled-up junk could be seen as no
more harmitul than “decentralized
dumping.” it bothered me

So it got me thinking. What s
one ol our major sources ol
garbage — roughly three pounds a
day that cach of us 15 responsible
towr s

Iwas struck by the amount of packaging waste we
produce pust trom cating

How many of vou have boughit, sav, a box of crackers
thit had an outer box, inner lining wrapper, and then
dmvidually wrapped “columns” of crackers?

Whiv so much waste s Is there a contest to set who can
fill the Lindfills the fastest: This made me think about
twor things. First, that we ought o rethink the way we
PUn Our supermarkets

Instead of having shelves and shelves of « ompenng
ianil

s in Lvash packaging, we should return to the

Sl m roar kets of vesterdan
In supermarkets of old, most evervthing was behind
lomorrow's

e counter, on oa shell or ina bin

superarket will be o lon hike thus: bulk items would e
A pad kage for an tem waill ondy be sold onee
For anstance, i vou needed a box of Laundn SOUp
the birst tnme vou bougrht i, von conled bay 1 Large SO
|

Box with a brand name on 1. The box would be durable

enough that vou could tike 1t back with vou on voutr
next irap and rehll i mstead of buving another box

If the box ware out, vou could buv another one

although at a premum ), and continue reusing that
ome. Such a change would bring about great benefits

I he manutacturer would \!.u 1l less on |a.u L,lL:IIlL:
we would spend less on the product and the
\!|n|'ktl per could either ke ¢p mare items on the
shelves or have a smaller store. But perhaps the
greatest advantage of this newer system would be the
amount of waste that we would NOT contribute to the
already overstutled Landfills

I he second realizanon 1 had was that we, as a society,
we todr hell-bent on conventence

We exalt converence notonly as a virtue, bt almost
as a godd We are walling to buy cleverly packaged tood
and dispose of the box, never to think of it AN, as
long as it s sate and sound in some far-off landfill

We would rather diive our cars 1o work by ouaselves
than use public transportaton, which mav cause us the
mconvemence of a short walk o the bus stop

We would rather buy environmentally damaging
disposable diapers than wash our reusable cloth
diapers. We would rather eat a hamburger than think
about destroving the oxveen making o apability of the
Brazihan rainforests

1t kind of gives new meaning to the phrase “dving tor
a Big Mac.”

Whether you like them or not, you have o give it 1o
the band “The Dead Kennedvs,” for summing this up
so conasely in thewr album ttle, “Give Me
Converience, or Cave Me Death

We must ook at our lives and evaluate the things we
do and use = not just for the sake of our environment.
but also for the sake of reason
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