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Prescott College:

Students at Arizona school make
nature, the world their classroom

By KRIS MAYES

Made Presy, Arizona Stile

ucked awav in vquiet central Anzona

town, hundreds of mles away from the

stite s crowded, research-crazed umver
sities, s a tiny college that has found an
e .‘ll--l|.|1|.|In|||.|Iillnilghn.lhut

Prescott College, an environmentally

hased hiberal ants college with 31

restdential students, shies away tromm the
seclue tive f'”ll of lederal research money
wnd pocey Lacithties i favor ol personal
instrnee tion and a handson environmental
!\!Hllll!ll
Spurred by a4 growing  national
environmental cons pousiiess, students
there are waking up Lo Prescott's altermative
method of educanon
The environmental ethie began 20 vears
Ao, and it has taken awhale tor that to
become part ol societal consaousness.” sad

Mark Riesner

dhirector. ~ ”ll rest of the world 18 cate |1||||'._'

Prescott’s envitonmental
ilF!TlllJ\-

Students at Prescott take courses with a
heavwy emphasis on held stady, a focus they
say makes the world then ¢ lasstoom

“I've alwavs been Lsamated by wilderess
and nature,” sand Chostian Petrovich, a
sentor studving ecologucal conservation

o ol

It's endlessly tholling w be able 1o
and look at somie rhlll,_: and then share those
observatnons with other n "i'l‘

It pust came to me one dav that | wanted
o do research m Costa Rica,” sad Leal
Idav, a senior conde nirating on ottdoor
l'tltll AL ,1111{ CIealive communication
“Within a week | was goang. That's the
cprtome of Prescon College

A random sampling of Prescott’s course
oflenng heralds such spee talized courses as
Sea ]\.l\.lklln.: and Manine Landse Apes
Explorations in the Sterva Madre, Mexico
ind even the

traditional Economie

Principles and € armpute \:J]n||- HONs

Aso mtributing o the st ol s
It irn'..|||--|| As an altermatve-method college
18 the 1 7day wilderness onentanon FI1|-;_'|.l|1I
cach new student must enter belore
beginmng at Prescont

In addition, new Prescot students are
isked to design their own educations
determning a programs of study tulored 1o
therr imterests

Ihere's a lot of trust ain the students that
they bnow what's best for them,” Petrovich
sad

He added, "1 didn't want 1o want years to
start downg what 1m gowmg to do. This school
lets me start now

Petrovich sad the abality 1o IIPact sion lal
attitudes about the natural world makes
Prescon the ultimate cducanonal
I'\il(lllllll

I adl comes froum nature he saned. " And
We Want to bring eve I‘-":Il:-,: i mature back
oy s 1e Ty

Diowes of prospective students are hoping
to nab a much songht-alver ill.nl on the
st hioal s roster

Last vear, nearh 'I'"‘.:E’]Ihn AT COIH tedd
a dramanc mcrease from Jrast
director of

tor 120 slots
vears, said Derk Janssen
admssions and marketung
Sull, some Prescott faculty, hike ecology
'rlrn».'r\n- Carl Tomaoll
NOL-S0-T O8Y

cdan remen
ime in the chromcles of
Prescott

Tomoll was getting his start at Prescott in
1974 when overly ambations ¢ Xpansion
iff s and & natonal recession forced the

colleg

Ccinto }l,IHL." ey .n:r{ il.l\!ll ti it
1-(II]'I1|\]\<11H< Lo XTI HOn

“The commitment of indimwiduals to the
Iomaofl
satd. "We had most of the faculty stay

through the final quaner.”

iheals of the school ke Pt us going :

Only a handtul of professors then

remained at the nearlvedetunct college

Environmental curricula

By MIKE GREBB

Fhe Post, Ohae L

T'es hug trees or not to hug trees

I hat's the st I“'“I'“ al question bt some say Erowing
trends prove that students wormed about the environment

are domg more than embracing redwoods and breaking in

thewr Birkenstocks

Universines are taking envirconmentahisim more senoush

than ever, ofler I IAJOrs sped itically e ared toward Farth

conscous students
I'he opportunities ane

Anderson professor of

engineenng at Humboldt Stare U in Cabfdonm,. " The

demand s pust so great nght now

\:’:hllll'_‘:il that hasn't always been true

e pursing degrees that f.:'lllu them and thew etvironment

Conme Roberts, a senitor at HSI1

1O envitonmenltal enginccring her \l-}lhl':lllllt' year, a

move that worned her tather

He assumed because it had “enviconmental” i, it was

flaky,” she said. But after he flipped through the course

ithsolutely ternifu

cnvironmental

nany students

swite hed from geology

sand Mike

fesources

subsided

for HSU graduates
\ccordimg to Alden

Burrows

N

SEAN OPENSHAW, STATE PRESS ARIZONA STATE |

Students at Prescott College in Arizona are encouraged to tallor their curriculum toward
their own needs. Prescott is predominately a lilberal arts college that emphasizes

environmental concerns.

tead hang tor close to three vears without oy

recovery a muracle, gvang aredit to Tomotl

1y the basement of a local hotel and other sttt members who remanned at
But gradually, throughout a mine-vean thie lege 11|lr||'_"|I\:-l\\t\1[-ll'lu-ni It was a
penod Prescotn began o rebound e tiod that many thought Prescott would

The recovery culminated with full

reaccreditanon and small-se

CNpuArision

Prescott Presadent Doug North called the

never live '.!Hul];_:h
" sandd North, a
Yale graduate. *They did it by ket g live

e campus I aoway, that's a maracle

the wleal

romoted by universities

charrman

department of environmental resources at HSL

only

1HI
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Environmental hikes, Hike this at Ohlo U., are now common.

hook uirulr}nm; with math and science classes, has fears
Majoring in environmental studies has proven lucrative
the

|58

students nanonwide graduated last vear with a degree in

NATH

cnvironmental ¢ nginccnng W5 of those students were
trom Humbaoldd

It's the major of the "90s,” sod lan Worley, assistant
directon of the UL of Vermont's environmental program
“It's the hot thang, the tun thing, to do.’

So tun an fact that students are jumping at many of the
environmentally conscious class curncula offered around
the country

Chad Kister, a junior at Ohio |

program that allows him o ke a mynad of classes about

1s part of an honors

the environment

He hiked through the Alaskan tundra last summet
tubbing noses with the polar bears. Students at schools like
L of Washington, Svracuse 1 Sterhing College, UL of
Cahtornia, Davis, and many others are getting practical
CxXpenence \\l‘!LHl'__: on environmental studies Programs

In the past few vears, there’s been a tremendous
growth of interest in the environment
SChwartz of the U

" sand professor Sy

Diavis. “And that interest is mncreasing

A rapd rate
Kristing Sauerwen

onininiled (o s story

if The Daily Orange, Syracuse (
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