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First, the bad news...

8 Amencans generate more than 400,000
tons of garbage evervday, at a rate greater
than any other nanon on Farth

8 Amencan consumers and imduasty throw
away enough alumimum to rebwld our entre
commerctl antleet every three months

s We throw awav enough
ofhice and writing paper
annually to buld a
wall 12 feer hagh
stret hl!lg from
Los Angeles to
New York Cay

® Ninety pereent
of all othice waste 1s
\s.i\ll'}upﬂ.tlh-alul
which s recveLible

m Every Sunday,
more than 50O 00
Pt oduce the 88 W CALIFORNIA, SAN (NEGH
percent ol news-
peapers that are never reoveled

s We throw away enough glass bottles and
jars to bl the 1ABO-Lo0n twin towers of New
York's World Trade Center every two weeks

a Americans go through 2.5 million
llld\ll( hottles every hour, only a small
percentage of which are now recye led

# Plastic drink bottles take 200 vears to

trees are used 10 mEL MARCELD, LSO GUARDIAN

s [he average Amencan currently produces
about 3.6 pounds of solid waste cach day, or a
totad of 160 million twons in 14984

8 We create enough garbage each day o
fill the New Orleans Superdome twice

a We throw away enough ron and steel 1o
contmuoush supply all the naton satonuakens

o In 45 years the greenhouse
elffect could canse sea

It'\l'l'ﬁ Py Iise

enough to engull

many low Iving
coastal Citres
& ln 30 vears an
areca the size ol
Invehia will have been
turned o desert

[ ] |'\| 'V vCatl oan
area of lorest the swee
of the United King
chovnn s destoved
# [ he world is losing
between 3 and 50 species per day

8 By the vear 2000 we will have remosed b
percent of forests in humid tropical zones

# The world's farmers are losing 24 billion
tons of topsotl cach vear, equal to all the
topsoll covening Australia’s wheatlands

[ ] 1'.“ h vear .! 7 hl“inin [IIIIIIIII\ ol
pesticides are being added 1o the
environment across the United States

...but hope springs eternal

® leach tniends, tellow students, and
fanuly by example to prevent pollution

l\\rll‘l' e tedd ofhicvals andd e I them von
environmental concerns

8 Reovele paper, glass, plasuc, aluminum
Mg r:n".,l| motor ol and vard wastes

.l i ll A CHICTRy Sel your 1’1{ Tirveastad
back, msulate vour water heater, and baoy
cneny ctficient -|l<[|:i.llhi 5

8 Buy enengy ethiaent cars and keep them
tuned, ( .ui-nd hnke
walk or use mass
st when possible

® Reduce simoks
raddon, ashestos and
ather imdoor a
potlutants

8 Buv onhy as
much provtent s
toxic materials or
|r|-lr|.!.l'~ IS Vil
need l’l\!-l-\l ol
them properhy

e Buv reoviled o
recyclable products i odegrad
able, reusable or returnable packages

o Cut plastic beverage contaner rings
betore washung. It left uncut they could uap
and kil bards and other small creatures

® Plant trees and shubs and boy indoor plants

Some ugly facts to scare you into saving the world

o K Jrait leaky taucets. A leaky Laucet can
use up oA 000 gallons of water per month
w lostal] Laucet actators. [These mespensine

devwes can reduce waiter use up o B percent

whitle nuantaning o strotge How

o When cookang, save TS gallons of water
I preciing il che Arimng voeg tables moal e
Bomd o water imstead of under tunmimg wates

s When handwashing dishes, save 15
gallons of water by soaking duty dishes in
thie basin and then ninsing them otl

o Lake shartshowers instead ol haths

Showers use about e
b l“-':l-. [-1'. e tate
thiee times less than
the water o bath
m [urn ol the
wiater to bhrush
teeth, shave and
soap up o the
shower. Filling the
sink 1o shave uses
only one gallon
while letting  the
waler run can use up to 1
willons Lurming ofl the water when

Brushing vour teeth can save lour gallons

o lostadl o tonder dusplacement device 1o
sive thousandds of gallons of water cach vea
Placing -3 werghted pogs i the tank will
save one o two gallons each Hush

(Compeled by T R Hanrakan, 1 he Chan
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In 1970, the first Earth Day dawned, the Clean Aun At
passed, and activists dreamed of & new environmental age

I'wenty vears later, after the growing hisillusionment of
battling an unresponsive bureaucracy, envirtonmental
organizations succeeded in lobbving for sulficient
enforcement clauses to actually implement the measure It
was it long struggle, the groups say, but well worth the fight

“Social change s a slow process,” said Andy Shaw, a
California campaign director with

Compnled Iy Aaron Shermun, The Gamecock
disintegrate in landfills U of South Carolina. Seurce: EPA

Pushing the right buttons

Houw to bug politicians for environmental change

swaving Liwrmaakers is working with local actvasts on local issues
“The way vou buld clout with Congress s 1o build
RUAssIools nlJ|annl in the I-II;:II'\\I“II.I" district sandd
Daniel Sibverman, assistant beld director for U S PIRG
Vanous environmental Rronps have dleve |n||l o ditlernng
tactics to catch ll';l\l.th-:\ attention. Whale somie
organzatons rely on letter-wi T CAMPRUENSs o swing a vole
others organue controversil demonstrations anl Proviesis
“If vou just have a demonstration its not likely o change
'|x'rrll|t' svotes,” Traumwemn sad. “But of the demonstration s
connected with letters and visits wath constituents and a medi
campaign that has poll results — then

the Calitornia Public Interest
Research Group (CALPIRG)

winming the war over the vears.”
Such is the lite of environmental
activists. Organizations hike PIRG
are leading the fight 1o make the
cnvironment a top [IIIII!II\ m
Washington. D (., and challenging indimduals 10 continue
the fight
! “This 1s the beginning of an era.” sad Mark Trautwein

over the years.”

energy consultant o Congressman Geonge Milley (D=l
Publie awareness of rn\ll'l'-lllm'nl.lit|i|.l|ll\. IS Zromang and i s
becoming a button o push i vou trame the debate properh
While the nation s capatal is percenved as impene trable
both enaronmental groups and House and Senate stathers s
indviduals can make o difference, if they know how
Ball Calder, press secretan for Sen Mark Hatfield (R
Ore.), agreed that anvone who wants to effect chunge in the

nation’s capital has 1o organze by developing . coahition o
joining an existing coaliion

That is a sentiment echoed by environmenial groups tha
have been working in the capital lor decades. Organizations
from PIRG to Greenpeace to the Aedgling Student
Environmental Action Coalition say the first step toward

LTHE SATIONAL COLEEGE MAGCAZINEZENVIRONMEN DAL

“We've lost some battles,
“We've lost some battles, but we'te . but we're winning the war

— Andy Shaw
P e e e Tl

yees, vor can have an eftect”

[ here seems to be unanimous
agreement among lobbyists and
politicians  that letters, faxes
telegrams and phone calls 1o
legnshators are truly ettectve

'I'rr-1-]|' often tee | that letters and
phone alls go down a rat hole
rautwern saxd “But people would be surprised at how much
attention legasbators pay 1o their mal

Legslatons pas attennon to nal. he sad, but usually ignore
correspondence trom nonvaters This can work agamsi
stuclents, who are olten jrtce ned as .t}-.lriu tec and unipvolyed

| don’t thank students (currenthvt do a wh

Cle list
mfluencang . because they are not perceived as asonng
Block on g constitpert with an interest thatan elected othioal
needs to be consaous of,” Traumwen sad

|'I-I it reason ldt!l}'lf'.lll \t-'.|1hi-|:,|ri|,'tl \1.ll|:.|!|ru

(Cherni said whenever students organize lent

cr-wiiting

camprngns they also need o MATIIZC VeeT-reastration drmves

Organtzations also suggest orgamnizing well-prepare d
[a¢'|-\-un.|l Visils with the H-Il;".lr\\:n-l].i.' e ||It\t'n!.|l|'.|'- when
they return to the district. Acrvist say that visible and
“creative” demonstrations at le '._:1-[.!Tn:~ spe .nl]]l‘._: cngage

ments can bong an issue to the public eve

Ihey replerush the Earth's onovgen supph

Micsowrs Soithern State College. Soniree: B PA

v
ENRTE WNFLE 'S VR ICE,
E VIEKE Hedp!s..

& LETEE
WRITING
CAMPMGING
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NGINE Organizations \\1-1Ll1li.: on envitonmental isues

losctas thew encrgyes not on Washington, DA Bt o lowal
ot regronal areas. The Stadent Environmental Action
Couhion threevear-old orgameation based in Chapx
Hill. N A with A0 000 members around the counin
cncourages students o ke o specihc concern and work

with other groups onan exte nded campaign
Whule the entire o ess of Change may be slow, activists

sav the svstem shouldn tdiscons e st idents trom hg! fng

*There s reason o be evincal,” Shaw siad. " Bunt o you look
at the past two decades and vou think of where
CIVITOnmm I|!.t||~ll: has come, vou LH( iy b fu:;l:l'- [' .

gotten to the point where people can now e

environmentalists and hold thew heads gl




