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The Emerald Empire Rail-
road proposal would link Eu-
gene and Springfield to outly-
ing communities with narrow-
gauge, steam-powered trains
and streetcars. Streetcars would
also run routes through down-
town Eugene and Springfield.

Trolley cars served as Eu-
gene's mass transit system dur-
ing the early part of the cen-
tury. The last trolley was re-
tired in 1927 after it no longer
made a profit for the Southern
Pacific Railroad.

Ray Robinson, president of
the Emerald Empire Railroad,
said the nostalgic trains includ-
ed in the 1992 proposal will be
an irresistible lure for tourists.

“It's something that can
touch the little kid in every-
body,” Robinson said. “There's
something magical about
trains.”

Neale Hyall, assistant to
Commissioner Rust, said the
idea behind the rail system is to
attract enough tourists to subsi-
dize the daily costs of running
the stroetcars.

“We'll draw people with the

proposal. But before trolley
cars can return, the proposal
must win the endorsement of
the city council.

However, after years of plan-
ning, the city may be set on a
transportation system that
would ease automobile travel
with an expanded Ferry Street
Bridge. Among the build op-
tions being looked at are an
eight-lane Ferry Street Bridge,
another automobile bridge over
the Willamette River and alter-
native transportation systems.

Cost estimates for the Ferry
Street Bridge proposals range
from $55 to $80 million.

County Commissioner Jack
Roberts, who voted against en-
dorsing the rail system, said the
plan would divert resources
from other proposals.

“Right now we have have
more immediate concerns,"’
Roberts said. “The reality is
that it will take funds away
from other projects.”

No cost estimates have been
made for the rail proposal, but
Roberts said a feasibility study
alone could cost $250,000.

Roberts said there is not
enough information about the
proposed rail system to pro-
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ceed. He also said other cities
have not had greal success with

old-fashioned steam engines
and the old-fashioned street-
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i Are you too busy...

“ to play telephone tag or miss

'y important calls?

) You need a pager...

,f so friends and family can reach

g\ you, whether you're in class, at

,"_‘:. work, working out or hanging out.
3 Catch the buzz...a pager will alert

you with a silent vibration- others
won’t know you received a
message.

Now is the time to get one.

Come into the Bookstore on
Oct. 8-9 and try on a pager.

$99student special®

with service at$10 / me.
Stop by the Bookstore October 8-9
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@ OREGON PAGING

484-1121 392 East 3rd Street
* Pager rentals alsp available
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