What happens to an alternative icon when it becomes mainstrean ? * After a publicity binge for Out of Time, R.E.M. REE
broods back to it roots with what could be the sister to Document. Peter Buck talks about making it big the hard way J= 'R -

with clowns and Dutch television. Can the boys from Georgia manag € to stay on top — whether they like it or not? Catalog

R

-

hen R E M. tans glanced at the Billboard Charts List

veur, whatt they found there was a bat disturbing It vtk | R.EM 0
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commercial beavens with the hkes of Machael

Bolron, Paula Abdul and Another Bad Creanon savs hie o like I tan albun

wits thew band. R FM thie L stest college Lo months, Great news loy CDY collectors, Bad news Lo

Vel was no longer altermative. They were huge RO TS

Lo longume disaples, iomay have sected But no one can complan about more musy Al Awtomatic s

end of the world as they knew it tw no means the automatc follow-up to Fone

Bt they also knew The Southern Band wiath The Three-leter Namie Dae out Ot b, Awtomate 1s a “dark soundmg, discordant
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from Athens, Ga, hadn’tsold out 1o get there. Ther band had just kept record” that features the Atlanta Ssmphony on stinggs and Knox In

on bemg R E M untl evervone else caught on

And someday, for sune, REM. would return to the dirk, brood

Chandler (ol the Psvehedebe Furs n cello on several tracks

Although the album carmes some true rowk Nl oro

most of it harkens back to Teme s “Low ™ and even turther back 1o
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sotineds of ther past I ey would ltl-a-'.l.- e acommercally unmarketa
bum that would alienate the NIV heads sommething with lows ol Discrment
SEERS and lethargic bass lines and mrospecine Iynes Something hike \domatic 15 an album sadwart B E M. tans will VPPt
the band's latest release, Automatic For e Peopls

Shiny Happy People”™ it s not And that's just Hine with Peter Buck

those lured o Goreen and Time by thew pop Charactensties gl (§TH]
not. Bt isn’t changing vour sound drasocally atrer
successtul album biting the hand that teeds vou

Buck docesn’t seem to thank so "-"!'il-'!"'- ‘

Band guitanst and wrch-bearer of the R EM. sound
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Buck, who lounged comtortably m a plush olbce on the 200h owor o
Pime Warner's New York building i Late August, does not look . “We re just trving to push whatever RE M s b asatoa ) Crutchhelds
typical Top 40 band member; nor does he like to think o hamiseld as one Buck savs. “1 don’t expect the next record 1o sell as man

Lazily clad ingeans, a black T-shart and a jean jacket, Buck strewched ot as Tome, but it is a strong record songwise. it doesn 't sel

his mop of unkempt black han hanging trom has head like kelp aying to copies, that's fine I mean, musical careers have up you gl :
'n’|,--1‘.|.---|,--|:..|r~n'n. and so far ours have all been up brands like .\Hll} "\
He msists R E M s sudden superstardom has not tanished the troe But the band s in no hurey, veally, to take Awtor iy thie Pioneer, Kenwood, g
mettle of its members, Ball Berry (drams ), Make Malls () \ Michael roael Ldvent, Bose, AR, | [} '
ocals b and Buck sull are the same they were belon of Y We want to wint until we really want to tour [hetore we « and many others ?'
opies Buck says. “Evervone kee jos ilking al how e e all at discount ].'Il'i( Cs ‘;
while fingercombing his tangled tresses, he ntemplate il be maki 1 o nt e ' ‘ Youll see cach component in B
ditlerence between RoE M. and thewr chartimmates wiidhien 1 (R Liv o Wi FLp '.|.I--i olor and ._J." rutchield r
I like o thank our fans tend w put a hde bt more of themse hasd ause we \ 1 il | a I ca isive comparnison chart t'
our music than say, vour fan of Paula Abdul or scanething, ™ Bud thunk ol anvthn ! th il pl specs and features ';f
|1-|- HY acis ire kind of hke entertiainme wliere | evervone s not really ready 1o Ohur e | staff ‘lllli wrters rx“
strface s exacthy what they are catchy hittde dance tunes. Peo First and foremost, Buck savs, its crucial | I highlight the unique benefits i
want rnbnguny m vnes, and m o terms of rock 0ol REM ant of every [':--I'.J- t S0 YOU Can
difficult | just never want to get to the potat where 1 m just goin hoose the model you like best
Vake Ot of Fime, LOT HIsLANCE through the mouons,” he says I his started out berng what we :
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seell U9 o 10 palhion, From a crass maakenng level, the haddn Mt i do, | can’t imagine how ot would come across. There s a lon ol : ('illl or ‘ﬂ,‘l‘l(i this ((Ill]'l.l“ !
gookd rock o’ roll album m vears, Every record that was a bt tor vears ditlerence between what vou put vourr Beart and soul o and the ' now [ﬂf ’,'nur ‘ﬂ.‘l‘ li"ill(’g i
wits e stulf, Part of it was onung. [ mean, we got evervbody stull vour just do : :
Evervbhody™ included not only R.EM s Amenican fans but also Buck savs the .;!-n-;'ln.'u.:.nul'n[llu\h vel another album : 800 955 9009 H
overseas B Manaos tone of the bonuses trom the band 's recent switch iwhndch he })Iflll\'.\\\l”‘u noisy tock 0 roll ) belore tounmng, so : - = ' t
to Warner Bros, was better onverseas dhistnbunon they can have three records worth of matenal not F"I'""!ll . i 'S and Canda :
And when Buck, Supe, Berry and Mills decrded not to towr and instead hitting the road with something new i Ham  Mxtught (Fastern tune "
o lannch a massive six-month media blizkneg, they tound themselyves wi e h of ecach other, Buck sanvs Keeping the band fresh s stll the main challengs he says i 7 drys A week i
on the cover ol R nir Mone, [ ugizeed m MIV and """"""""""1”"'5" tn dance contest all in Dutch,”™ Buck recalls. "We were qust sitting at thiese wWiks seetng just a it out of each other s company,” he re s snvdd ar that But a challenge, nonetheless, the band looks more than « ipable 1 Be sure to mention Collsee U7 when calling ]
werrd oddball hiude BEd Sullivan-tvpe shows or teen-age dance, party-type shows thinkimng, "Gaosd, thas s wenrd We were just nevet! o, decide "Well do we want 1o do this or not do it mecting s :
shiws,” where the band, on one occasion, shared a stage with a clown But wonse ‘.]ll:l.:‘-tl.h\l i"‘F'}""(‘il"k EM '!|_||||.||:_-_;-.[|_,ll|.r_.f, IV show POoInt we were ving the, this s .\-.}1}[~||-,|1~||:;|_; Were _\:t--l{ o thus andd we | here s 1I\\.|nru\\;-l.nnru-_-,n he insists. “We're kind of hke on oa voad : 'I
We'd get on the show, and there 'd be this 'l'-u..:--'nih-‘.l-;.-nu-hl:;_‘ln- with a clown. In 1985, the '_'I-"i|'.li|f"“|I1I\I'I|'.'1Il! Finallv, we decded Y without a map and we'tre just going ind wherever we ,;.,I_.‘.'.,‘I_!.,;, we ek ] :
his latest disco ballad, and then we'd come on and play and then they'd have On the road nine months of avear, R E M. ook two weeks ot at Chnstmas ke domg i problems, the band wor ks together intensely for three up, and each record s like the motel tor the g \ i
SOIME TAP GrOUp Conm --|\.||1|H|]-\‘-::..‘_ ind they d have two guls dancmsg i a then rehearsed for two months, pnmedotely making o new album. he band SNow. 10 avord fut : !
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