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by JIM BARTOO,

Umniversity Times,
California State U,

Tim Robbins’ latest has
perfect timing for an
imperfect political system

1 Robbins Wls [rlas ot when he wrone the sonee r.i-i w hon Hod Kode
e was troastrated with an apathene Amencan pubhic, all too walling to e
poditictans talk doown 1o then lowest commmon denommnaton. He was
dlisturbed by a “dangerons” shadt o the rghn i Amencan polites
|

Sy hie wa ippredd up eve ivithung he de sprisedd thaonat 'rn.]:".. %, AV 1L lomn

homie stde, dvessed v a blue saon and ved oe and oreated Bob Roberts

stnging, wltraconservatve, sellmade mlbomanre campuaaginng tor a
Py Ivara seratonl seat

He then steered the project through Hodbvwornd, starred i the e role

indd directed it himselt. And he did 1 all i the hope thar bas sanre conld scanre the
wchence enouggh o do one simple thang — vt

he svstem s not wirking. The reason the ssstemm is not working is the }i'»||!1| LATIS
aen ' trepresentung us; they are tepresenting the money that got them there, the money
th_nluqn‘."--l then « ‘“Il'"““\ v e Viacarold Roblans I heat s all the maore reasiom

Frcans to et ot and vote

Aned a thie more reason 1o see the Blm \"'”'f" Hhing satre, duected uli.-.n;ui-.

diocumientary stvle, Bob Robevts 1s a true tour-de-dore sovnething Hollhvwood alwans

-!l!lli"--|r'.--1|u.- bt rarely does
A an pust maghit be the ek o make Robbans, ot not ahousehold name, at least a
cotlechousehold one. Perhaps best known tor his role as the garterweanng pitcher ain

Bull virham

P tvaval of the sleary movae mogul i The Player

Robibins also carmed considerable cnteal acclamm thas sunumer for has

Robbins isn 't show bustness tor the fame though, he wans much more. Borm into a
Lamidy of socil activists, he remembers his sister's arrest for protesting the Vietam W
when he was T e savs has parents made haum aware ob indmvadual responsibnhin

Tnspired by that responsibiliny and his frustradon with the poline al svstem, Roblbans
began wiiting Bob Roberts in 1986, =1 thank generally [ write best when T'm oangn
Robhans savs. “Pve seen alot of things happening o Amenca and this shift to the nght
I thonk i s dangerons

I spite of hus tear ol the nght, don’t call Robbins lett, Robbins savs he doesn t ahgn
bhmsell with one party and has a problem calling himself a “consenvatve ™ or a “hiberal

I he result ot labels s alimately a divisive one, something that keeps. a hiberal a
Hberal, a conservative a conservative. There doesn't seem to be any commaon ground
indd that's sumply not true I think that there's evidence to this in the nise of Peror” he
savs. “Ldon'tsee how amything is being achieved by putting Libels on people

Robbins, whoinsists he sn't endorsing a presidential candiclate, savsat doesn 't martter
who's inthe race 1 have been encouraging people to vore, regardless of who's running
tor president,” he says I think ats important for F""I'h Lo viole

People tend not 1o vote becanse they re disgusted with the process. | Buat there s so
much more on the ballot than who's runming tor president There are local
relerendums. Do vou want a toxae wiste dump i you neghborhood? No. Tdon o You
Cal vole o it \-nl-.lnillllnl\\l'l\nlll CRRTRRTARTRTRTEAY )

\ndd Bob Roberts, a scathing portraval of the Amencan dream gone awry, may be a win

to make voters seck that empowerment I hrough the characrer of Roberts, a

e e T L LT Ty
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Tim Robbins plays a right-wing rebel running for Senate in the movie Bob Roberts.

K |-.|i-|-. 1 whiome }It"lll- Al behets tall somewhere between those of Richard Nixon and
Vdolt Fhtler, Robbins exprose s the often uane patien of « unpaign pohtics

has campiaagn manager Lukas
et T A Lan Rickmant and 1llll'|ll relanons divector Chet MacGregor (Ray Wise)

Roberts turns his nearly Lasast tolk songs into stnasheat, rallving anthems. They ' stop

With the he llunl At |||~,.,;t ot elednon wam, nw iluiuh_;

o nothing to get Roberts eleoned

And, of course, getung clected oday means destroving the apponent little
Challenge ton Roberts henchmen, Peonrnsvlvana mcuambent Sen. Boekley Paiste |a|.|\1 d
b sl sany author Ceore Vidlal, s the targer

I hrough the character of Paste, Vidal, who ran ansuccessiully for Congress in 1960
ind fon the Senate i 1982, ollers a stark contrast 1o Robers” ambosvance. Bot Paste's
b ral views and o scandal contrwved by Roberes” craty team seal has Ladore at the ].)-'“‘
It's shnptonatg of ]unhlu ans tobay . Robbans sayvs Paiste | s an Amencan trageds
he savs. “Herve s anmeflectual hberal whos Bl saving something, but ae's too Late

In the end, Parste s no match tor Roberts. Through hoas chansmatic internviews
Roberts sells his Lunthvonented, soldieranthewaron-dmgs platdorm wo adulis, And he
even turns vouthlbal voters on o bas selednve prejuchees and blatnt discnmnanons

Pt hae ddoes it withe aosooade aned oo songe. Indeed Pt ol the T of Bod Koderts 1s, without
question, s music. While olten humorous Cand always oltensively cornvi, the songs
‘~-u|||-.;-' ML TR PRl iy convention singimg 1|||'.|‘.|||-|=|-_;|||Ilu atsles

Woitten by Robbans and his brother Davaid, each tane s Laced with a strong ulura
consenative message. There' s aginln prleasure i the tunes l|--|ui!:t'|-1-cI:Irl-.;-illtlti“"1
Whiat Ihdd the Teacher Tell You, ™ asong about the illegaliny of sc hool praver, o Wall
Seel R.I}I snotous takeot! of Bob Dvban's "Subtertanecan Homesick Blues

Bur carchy as they are, donct expect 1o catch the Robernts” songs on MIN s Buzz Be
Ik sprte the commercial nature of show business and its tendency to |1;,.-.‘E.;<q|||.. oveny
mesae soundirack, Robbans wouldn tconsides marketmg the muosw from Bob Roberts He
even went so far as to have it written into his contract that there wouldn't be a
soundirack release "1 don 't want to hear them,” he savs. "1 don’t want to be drving
Aong tive vears from nosw andd hear any of thes SO

But he may be forced to watch the Bl on calble I |1|.|{i\!1|l|| 12 o 200 yemars o the
road. Like Robert Redbord's “70s polincal slam, The Candidate, Bob Roberts may well
become a cable TV Old Fanthiul — rolling around every presidential campagn, when

voter frustrations agarn botl to the surtace

Despute hus shepnosm of the polincal svstem, Robbins savs hope s not lost. I voters
st getning imtormed 'I.iLIll,_: pptratve and exer Ising th ~1l|:||l| st ool in |,nn||'||1 5 the
voting booth he believes things could « hange. But, he savs, 1t won't }m‘:lu'n i
Amencans contme to sital home, eanng nachos and wate hang the electon returms

L rdormumaiely, wha ||.1f-|a ns when they do that s they make themselve simpotentm

this socieny
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