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Small towns divided bv measure 
SCAPPOOSE (AP) Until 
recently, homosexuality 
simply was not an issue that 

Crystal Coffey discussed 
much. 

In this little timber town 

on tho Columbia Klvnr, people generally wop to 

thomsolvos about what they do in tholr bedrooms. 
"I thought we wore pretty much 'llvo and lot 

live' out hero," said Coffey, who runs the Country 
Cloth fabric shop 

Llvo and lot live? Not these days in Oregon. 
Whether they like it or not — and many do not 

— Oregonians have boon shoved to the forefront 
of tho national deflate between gay rights activists 
and their fundamentalist Christian opponents. 

A precedent-setting initiative called Ballot 
Measure 9 on Oregon's Nov. 3 ballot would 
amend the state constitution to declare homosex- 

uality "abnormal, wrong, unnatural and per- 
verse" and ensure that homosexuals could not be 
considered a minority eligible for protection un- 

der anti-discrimination laws. 
"This is very, very terrifying," said Suzanne 

I’hnrr, a spokeswoman for the Port land-based No 
on 9 campaign "This is tho first time In history 
that a constitution would be amondod to take 

away rights rather than to extend rights 
Measure 9 supporters see it differently. 
"Here is a clear lino in the sand," said Lon 

Mabon, head of the Oregon Citizens Alliance, the 
initiative's sponsor. "Family values, a traditional 
understanding of right and wrong — these things 
are decaying. Measure 9 is an attempt to erect an 

outer limit. 
"Either we are going to view homosexuality as 

a clean, normal thing that we'll teach our chil- 
dren, or we ll view it as we havo for 200 years — 

as something wo want our children to avoid.'’ 
Measures to limit gay rights also are being con- 

sidered in Colorado, Portland. Maine, and Tam- 

pa, Fla. 
But Oregon's initiative goes the furthest. State 

and local governments would bo forbidden from 
doing anything to ''promote, encourage or facili- 
tate homosexuality, pedophilia, sadism or maso- 

chism.” Public schools would bo required to "as- 

sist in setting a standard" In recognizing homo- 
sexuality as abnormal. 

Such strong language is part of a growing con- 

servative backlash to gay rights victories nation 
wide. 

California Gov. Pete Wilson signed a bill Sept. 
25 making California the seventh state to outlaw 
job discrimination against homosexuals. On Sept. 
30, County commissioners In Salt Lake City 
banned discrimination based on sexual orienta- 
tion In hiring county workors or providing gov- 
ernment services. 

Then there's Oregon. 
Supporters say Measure 9 is intended only to 

prevent homosexuals from gaining special rights 
But opponents predict that openly gay teachers 
would be fired, books mentioning homsexuality 
banned from public libraries, and AIDS preven- 
tion programs hobbled. 

"Wo believe the anti-gay campaign in Oregon is 
a test case for homophobic initiatives around the 
country," said Robert Bray, spokesman for the 
National Gay and Lesbian Task Force. 
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FOR 30 YEARS, WEVE 
BEEN EXPORTING 
AMERICA'S MOST 
VALUABLE RESOURCE. 

The men anil women of the Peace 

Corps. Dedicated Volunteers who pul 
their valuable skills to work, helping 
people in developing countries live 
better lives. 

It's tough. And it takes more than 

lust concern It takes motivation. 

Commitment And skills in any one of 
several important areas education, math 
and science, health, business, agricul- 
ture. the environment, community 
development, and more 

For M) years, being a Peace Corps. 
Volunteer has been a chance to stop 
dreaming about a better world and start 

doing something about it. 
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720 E. 13th 
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EMPLOYMENT 
Central Intelligence Agency 

Unique professional opportunities for those seniors 
and graduate students m the following disciplines and 
at the degree level shown' 

Asian Studies 
Business Admin i strut ion 
Chemistry 
Computer & Info Science 
Economics 
Foreign Lunjfuut'e* 
(loogniphy 
History 
International delations 
Mu the mat in* 
Physics 
Political Science 
Public Administration 
Psychology- 
Hussion 

Degree Levels 
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All initial assignments are m the Northern Virginia 
area Some require foreign travel. ll.S. citizenship is 

mandatory. Extended application processing time. 
Obtain your application from the Career Placement 

Servcice 244 Hendricks Hall. Complete and mail the 
application by October 10, 1992. Qualified applicants will interviewed at an early date. 
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