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Registering to vote
no small matter

In the past few weeks, University students have
been bombarded with voter registration materials. The
ASUQ has virtually students to register, send-
ing out registration cards to every in-state stucent and
appearing all over campus with voter sign-up tables.

Add the Emerald's name to the list of organizations
urging people to make a difference this year. This rou-
tine may be getting old for people who are already reg-
istered, but the fact is it's now or never. Oct. 13 is the
last day to register for the Nov. 3 election, and this is
the time to fill out a card.

The ASUO should be praised for its efforts so far. It
has given registration cards to Residence Assistants at
the dorms, asking them to make sure students are
signed up. Fraternities and sororities have also re-

ceived cards.

It has had a voter registration rally on campus,
gone door-to-door in the Univursilr area on weekends,
and set up booths at PLC and the library, among other
places.

The results have been positive. Although the rally
wasn't well attended, the ASUO estimates that more
than 1,000 new voters have been registered through
various methods since its campaign an. More are
expected in the stretch drive before the registration
deadline.

If you haven't s‘igned up yet, there is no good rea-
son not to. Oregon allows every resident 18 and older
to register to vote, even if that person has only lived in
the state for one day.

Many people argue that their vote won't make a
difference. But millions of individual votes decide
elections every year. One vote means just as much as
the next. And people can’t claim they don't care about
the nation because this year's issues affect everyone.

The economy, health care, education, societal val-
ues, the deficit, the timber industry, AIDS — these con-
cern every citizen, no matter which side of the debate
an individual falls on.

People who claim they don't like any of the
choices offered should at least analyze the issues close-
}y. Maybe they will find an option that is minimally of-
ensive,

Essentially, the opportunity to vote is a privilege,
not a burden. African-Americans and women spent
years trying to achieve that privilege. Not voting is tan-
tamount to mocking the right they spent so many years
to gain,

Besides, if you don’t vote, you have no right to
complain about the direction of the country. If the
President angers you, you shouldn’t say a word. If you
don’t participate, your opinion is worthless.

s JoMerald

PO BOX 115 EUGENE OREGON #7403

TMMMEM.M”MMFMQEMI!UW

yoor and Tuesday and Thursday the summaer by the Oregon Daly Emeraki Publishing
Ca. Inc., st ihe Univarstty ol Oregon, Eugene, Oregon

The E id oporates independently of the Unvenity with ofces al Suite 300 of the
Erb Mamorial Union and s a member of the Associaled Press

The Emaraid & prvate propery. The uniewiul removil O Use Of PApens i Prosecul nbie

by law
Edior: Pal Malach

News EdRor Jake Berg  Freelance Editor Don Peters
Editorial Editor Martin Fsher  Editorial Editor Rvers Janssen
Graphics Editor Jul! Paslay  Sports EdRor Dave Charbonnesu
Emtenainment £ ditor Freya Horn Editor

Night Editor: Pat
Associate EdRore
Student G nt/Activities: T Baiwy Community: Tim Neft

Pobtics: Rene DeCar
Reporters: Chesier Allan Brucum, Man Bender, Sarah Clark, Donna Gavin, Lisa
Knealsl, Demian Mcl aan. Sieve Mims, Enck Siudencha, Jaoguedine Woge

Copy Editors: Jusiin Brown. Amanda Fermie, Alicia Fermarn, Mery Kiein, Tifini Musler, Trista
Noei, Ellen Shaw, Chrsti Segel, Marion Sultor, Amy Van Tuyl
Photographers: Kim Nguyen. Michas Shindler

Graphic Artist: Hoather Zibauer

Darkroom Technicians: Laa Haggety Man Monn, Mchels Thompson Aguir, Todd Wi
ams

Advertising: Shawn Berven Scofl Dana, Jennier Huckins, Jane irola, Chris Kanofl, Tom
Leach, Joremy Mason, Gikan On, Dustin Stadel, Sharon Vaz, Angle Wingheim

Classified: Paggy McGenn, Manager Barry Logan, Sharon Sauve, Susan Updegraf!
Business: Kathy Carbone, Supervsor. Judy Connolly

Production: Ingnd White, Proguction Coorginalor. Kristine Granger, Des McCobb, Stacy
Miched, Jenniler Roland, Jenniler Sman, Anne Stephenson, Daralyn Trappe

General Manager Fomai
Advertising Director Bryan R Coppeige Hmu-wmm
L T — 3483311

I—— b
-348-434)

Business Office ... 3068512 ml

2 Oregon Dadly Emenakd  Tuesday, October 6, 1992

VERMIN'S SECRETS TO BLISS
# | more LLFHEMISM G/

"YES, EGPHEMISMS! NOTHING WORKS BETER) X))
To TWURN THOSE FROWNS UPSIDES-DOWNSS
NEXT TIME YOU'RE [BLUE, TRY A FEwW/

\____,____..__-——-—w-—
INSTEAD OF..

|

|
PERSECUTION ;FAMILY VALUES
t FAMILY VALUES

| FAMILY VALUES
| FAMILY VALUES

' FAMILY VALUES

HOMO -~ GENOQOCIDE
MISOGYNY

WITCH HUNT FOR THE 90 s
WIFE -REATING LEGITIMIZED

SAY....

I'M

SO HAPPY NOW THAT :
'VE DISCOVERED EUPHEMISMS/ )| R

L

COMMENTARY

Skde

Controversy suits OCA just fine

By Darrell W. Fuller

day during a hot summer on

the East Coast. A group of 55
men have gathered in a small
meeling room that lacks elec-
tricity, let alone air condition-
ing. Making matters worse, the
windows are shut and locked.
The doors are also locked shut.
Outside the building, guards
are posted.

What could possibly be so
controversial? What can these
55 religious, sexist, intolerant,
Euro-centric men be doing?
What nefarious plan are they
hatching, shrouded in secrecy
and controversy?

These men are writing the
United States Constitution. The
year is 1787. The location is
Philadelphia. The eldest states-
man is Benjamin Franklin at 81
years old. The youngest dele-
gate is Jonathan Dayton, who
attended al the tender age of
26.

Some leaders of the newly in-
dependent colonies have decid-
od that the Articles of Confed-
eration, under which they are
currently governed, need
amending to successfully keep
the colonies united.

Rather than amend the Arti-
cles of Confederation, these 55
men take it upon themselves to
write 8 new document, a con-
troversial document that will
forever change history. Had the
colonists learned that these
men were crealing a new,
strong central government such
a short time alter iheir revolu-
tion from an all-powerful cen-
tral government, they would
never have been allowed to
complete the Constitution.

What's the purpose of tellin
this age-old story from a l’au!f
Harvey “Rest-of-the-Story" an-
gle? Well, today, in Oregon, an-
other group of men (and wom-
en) are labeled as controversial.
While most people shrink from
the brand, they do not. They —
the leadership of the Oregon
Citizens Alliance — wear "con-
troversy” like a badge of cour-
age.
History is not just full of con-
troversial people. History is
controversial people. Everyone
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you read about in today’s histo-
ry texts were controversial dur-
ing their lifetimes. Christopher
Columbus thought the world
was round despite the over-
whelming “scientific” evidence
of the day. The radical (nay,
revolutionary) colonists op-
posed taxalion without repre-
sentation despite the wrath of
“respected” government lead-
ers.

It Is not difficult to (hypo-
thetically) picture Thomas Jel-
ferson tending to his farm when
a neighbor stops by to warn
him, “Don’t have anything to
do with that radical bunch talk-
ing about independence
They're extremely controversial
in town.” The authors and sign-
ers of the aforementioned U.S.
Constitution saw the necessity
of a stronger central govern-
ment al a time when central
governments, especially monar-
chies, were not in good repute
by American colonists.

Abraham Lincoln opposed
slavery on moral grounds. Just
imagine this hypothetical dis-
cussion between President Lin-
coln and one of his advisers
who admonishes him not to
take action, saying, “Sure, I'm
opposed to slavery, too, but
what right do we have to im-
pose our morality on others by
creating an Emancipation Proc-
lamation? You know, Abe, free-
ing the slaves will be very con-
troversial in the South.”

Martin Luther King Jr. be-
lieved passionately in racial
equality, saying he wanted his
chiidren to, “... not be judged
by the color of their skin, but
by the content of their charac-
ter.” This action leaves one to
wonder if Dr. King would con-
sider sexually deviant thoughts
and actions, like homosexuali-
ly, as a part of one's character
on which judgments can fairly
be made.

Each of these people were ex-
tremely controversial in their
own time for taking a stand,
Lon Mabon and the OCA lead-
ership are in good company. It
is, perhaps, unfortunate that
there are not more controver-
sial people in America today.

The most controversial figure
in world history was the Christ

So, love or loathe

Mabon, Lively, Neet
and the many other

leaders and
supporters of the

OCA,
should at least
recognize that they

are principled men
and women.

child, Jesus of Nazareth

Whether or not Oregonians be-
lieve him to be the Son of God
is beside the point. He was, and
still is, the most controversial
person in history — controver-
sial before his birth, controver.
sial during his short human life
and controversial since his cru-
cifixion. Those who purport to
be Christians are instructed to
follow Christ's example. In oth-
er words, Christians are sup-
posed to be controversial (or, in
Biblical terms, *‘salt of the
earth”). Perhaps being contro-
versial isn't such a bad thing al-
ter all.

So, love or loathe Mabon,
Scott Lively, Loretta Neet and
the many other leaders and
supporters of the OCA, Orego-
nians should at least recognize
that they are principled men
and women driven not by a de-
sire for fame or fortune, but by
a desire to do what is right, lo
stand for something in the face
of overwhelming odds, slander-
ous talk and death threats.

Jefferson, Lincoln, King, and
yes, Mabon of the OCA — pa-
triots one and all. There is an
old Russian proverb that states,
“A man ahead of his time often
has to wait in uncomfortable
quarters.” It has never been
easy to be principled, just ask
Mabon. Is it worth the effort?
Just ask anyone who enjoys
“life, liberty and the pursuit of
happiness.”

Darrell W. Fuller is the exec-
utive director of the Oregon
Christian Coalition.




