NATURAL FIBER RESALE CLOTHING

FOR MEN & WOMEN
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2 The Big Brother-Big Sister program brings together adult volunteers with children who typically come
o from abusive or single-parent homes.
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4 5 WINGS ON YOUR HEELS said. “"Number one, knowing  may not come from what socie-
" ON THE VERGE By Tammy Bate that someone cares about them,  ty views as a nuclear family.
CHIMERA - KING LEAR Emeraid Associale Ediitor and number two, something o “She's not any less special
and in keep them busy.” because she comes from a sin-
SECONID SEASON A child's words can say it all, Garouite said the Big Brother-  gle parent family,” Songer said
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And those words can be their
own reward for volunteers with

Big Sister program has 37 ac-
tive matches. About 100 kids

“Someone else thinks she's
pretty special.”
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zi i Garoutte said the program is  young person's life,” she said. “1 like being a little sister be-
% a big help to the kids, aged six  “"Hopelully, (the kids) look  cquse it gives you someone 10
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o .'-.- Volunteers must provide Big
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ever, it is done for a reason.

“A bad match is another fail-
ure for a child who doesn’t
need another,” she said.

Garoutte said she encouragoes
volunteers to spend the time
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i e sl “] call it sharing an ethic o
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have been pieces of the system
for so long a time, they don’t
feel they can do anything.”

Garoutte said about 50 per-
cent of applicants are Universi-
ty students. But students’ lives
change quickly, so only about
27 percent of volunteers are
students.

Big Brother-Big Sister of Mid-
Oregon is a non-profit organiza-
tion. The Lane County Inter-
governmental Human Services
and United Way provide about
10 percent of the proFram's
funding. Garoutte said for the
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rest of the program's money,
“We hustle.”
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