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1on Lee s a foothall in!.:\ll
He came to Calitornmia State
| Long Beach, to play
foothall. But at California

State | L.ong Beach, they

don’t play tootball anyimore

Ihos s the vear 1 was goang to be the
man I was a startes sayvs Lee, a
detensive back and wide recenves

Trn o e o bt ome whiach may
become Tar more common as budget

sanchons tike the

C.al

cuthacks and NCAN
A out of athlenc de prartmenis

State, Long Beach, officuals realized last
vear then weam no longer could attord
'--[-| w Division A foothall

I've been plaving since Lwas 5.7 Le
savs. “Foothall has never been taken

sy trom me. Halt v hife as gone

Lhas fall Lee won't head to the lodker
rooms, even though he bas o vear of
toothall elyabality letr

I look at the

l!l]h‘ll.ll’lllll\ at the bookstore

foathall
el

beon in

cinlle gt

could have
a black studies and
Illl s
conung up, andat’s really caung me up
It harts real bad”

]UII;.: Beach Athletuc Dhrector Daad
O'Brien savs budget cuts, coupled with
NCAA sancuons, signaled the downtall
ol the school's program

“The NCAA requirements went up to
the point where to compete in Division
A, vou had to have a 30, 000-seat
stadium 17.000 in
attendance,” O'Brien savs. " The fact
that we dadn’t have an on-campus
staddium and that we anly
averaging 3,200 tans a game would not
allow us todo that ™

Long Beach otticials reahized the
team could not sty Division 1A bt

thank my naime
there,” savs Lee

radhio-television-tilm majon

and average

wole

opted to cancel the program rathes
than play i a lower division

"We looked senously at goimg to
Division FAA but turned 1t down
quickly,” he savs. “We just felt hike we
would be better oft dropping the sport,
and hopetully, when things get better
we can bring it back.”

But Carl A, Kemp, a junmior at Long
u('.l.\ h_ Sdvs ||l\\rl division ’Il.t\ \\HIIII*
have been beter than none at all

“Even iof you don't want 1o be a
foothall |1|.l(r‘|, il vou see Cal State,
Long Beach, on the television, you're
gonna want to become a part ot it,” he
SAVs

Kemp, who heads the Black Student
Union at Long Beach, says many of the
black student athletes on campus
rehied on the football program to stay
in school = something no one seemed
o consides

“The team wasn't even
chance,” he says

But in the end, tough economig
times ultimately are responsible tor

given a

killing the programs

“We brought in [late NFL coaching
great George | Allen and he did a great
job, but it just wasn 't enough to keep us
above water,” O'Brien says. “*With the
budget cuts in the state of California,
Our situation just got i-lnglt‘xsl\t‘]\
worse over the last three or four years.”

The university's funds have been cut

"~
(]

SPORTS

OTBA

N THE
BRINK

When it comes to pay or play, some
schools have opted out of the race

The ultimate fumbie: Will SMU recover from a string of losing seasons and funding cuts?

by $35 mullion in three vears and are
slated to be cut by $15 million more
this vear

In the meantme, football coaches at
colleges and universities trapped in
StAgnant economic lmes are waiting
out the storm, hoping that when the
game resumes this fall, their locker

By Dot . Fos

tR. The Battaly

rooms, oo, won't be empiy

“1 think other schools are going o
have to take a look at their programs,
and some of the small insututons are
going to have to face reality and see
that they can’t continue o play Division
A anvmore, and some may see that
they wall have 1o drop their programs

S \L\.‘\l ‘
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completely,” O'Bren says

Sometimes, though, a compromise
can be reached

At Towson State UL in Marvland
officials are implementng a plan to
save the foothall team, which closed the
season last vear with a 1-10 record

I owson will scale back its toothall
Program n the next two to three vears,
moving toward a non-scholarship
program. By doing this, university
officials hope 1o save $400,000

Dan O Connell, a spokesman tor the
Towson athlenc department, savs the
Move 18 a4« lllll[)lllli'll\l' 1oy ]\l't'|‘ the
team. A similar compromise saved the
Western Kentucky 1
LN Last season

Fhe university cut WKL
fromm almost $1 oalhion o $450,0000 tor
4 move Lo l\l'l'[! 1he

team, which went
5 |1||{|;_:|'1
this scason
program from being cut completely
says Barmy Brickman, associate athletic
chirecton for busimess aftiars

‘We are « ampetng fon |il"l|!|( 5
entertaunment dollars, and i we don't
Pt a g ol i”lr(illl t on the field, we will
lose that revenue 1o other forms ol
entertunment,” he savs

In the end, the tate of a footbhall
Program rests on s red ord, O Connell
SAVS

“When you aren’t winning, people

look at vou and sav ‘what do we need

that fors™" he savs

lake Southern Methodist | iy
[L\“,i\

SMLU, a college rich in football

tradition, 1s trying to hind ways 1o
climinate athlenc department deficits
mexcess of $1 nullion

I he team, which fimished 1-10 last
SCAS0N Il'lutl tedly \II“('I('I’ o S‘ a)
mlhion loss last vear alone. President A
Kenneth Pye
considered deticn reducers, ranging
trom climinating scholarship athletics
to dropping SMU athletic teams to
plaving in a lower division

But SMU head football coach Tom
Rossley is highting the drop, even
though his team’s best record s 229
since U84

“I think tootball is too big in Texas
and in the Dallas area, and I don't
think students, alumm or atzens ol
Dallas would ever let that h.l{]llt'll.l-
“Thev all know that
Southern Methodist would not be the
place itis today without athleucs 3

IThe deticit is related to tough
cconomic tumes in general, Rossley
savs, and once the Texas and natuonal
cconomies rebound, SMU will be back
where itwants 1o be. "We're geting less
money donated from our alumm and
trom all our other sources, and that's
just the way things are economically,”
Rossley says

Rice U. Athletic Director Bobby May
savs administrators there decided 1o
keep the foothall program in Division |
\ pl.n_ tlnpliv spec ulation that a $3.7
muill wn deficit would force officials o
consider slicing the athletic program

“I don't think dropping the football
program or going to a smaller division
1s a soluton to our problem at all,™ he

savs adminmistrators

Rossley savs

Continued on Page 36
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