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Blacks strike in S. Africa 
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JOHANNESBURG. South Africa (AP) — Mil- 
lions of blacks joined a nationwide strike Mon- 
day In onn of the largest protesta ever against 
white rule. At least 12 deaths. Including four 
at police hands, were linkod directly to the 
walkout. 

Tho violence erupted despite African National Congress and gov- 
ernment calls for peace. 

Most workers in black townships ringing South Africa's cities 

stayed homo, leaving city centers largely deserted. Transportation 
officials said trains and buses in some areas were carrying as little 
as 2 percent of nomtal traffic. 

Activists erected berrlcados In some areas to onforce the ANC- 
called strike. Roads and trains were blocked with burning car tiros 
in parts of C.apo Town and Durban. 

The strike hit poor blacks hard. 

"We don't like losing two days of pay. But wo must do this to 

support the ANC." said Ernest Mnjoza, a 3B-yoor-old security guard 
in Sebokong, a violence-torn township south of Johannesburg. 

Other blacks defied tho strike, olther out of opposition to tho 
ANC campaign or because they feared they would lose their wages 
or their jobs. 
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