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BERLIN (AP)
— Erich Honeck-
er, the former
East German
leader, was returned to his
homeland Wednesday and ar-
rested for ordering the shooting
of Germans who tried to escape
his Communist dictatorship.
Honecker, who supervised
construction of the Berlin Wall
in 1961, was flown in from
Moscow shortly after 8 p.m. (2
p.m. EDT). He was driven to
Moebit prison, not far from
where the Wall stood before
Honecker's overthrow three
years ago caused it to tumble.
Honecker, who had heled up
with his wife in the Chilean
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: Honecker retumed to Germany

Embassy in Moscow in Decem-
ber after Russia refused him
sanctuary, is accused of order-
ing bordyer guards to shoot to
kill anyone trying to flee East
Germany during his 18 years in
power.

From 350 to 400 East Ger-
mans died trying to escape East
Germany over 40 years; at least
49 were killed under Honeck-
or’s watch.

While many Russians be-
lieved the 79-year-old Honeck-
er should be allowed to live out
his days in Russia, Germany
pressed Chile and Russia to re-
turn him.

Officials said he would be
tried bafore the end of the year
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“Now justice can take its
course,’” sald federal Justice
Minister Sabine Leutheusser-
Schnarrenberger, in a statement
issued In Bonn. “Mr. Honecker
will recelve a fair trial in Ger-
many under the rule of law.

“It is not a matter of revenge
but rather the attempt to satisfy
justice under the rule of law.”
she said.

The trial will be a severe test
of Germany's legal system, and
is certain to be followed avidly
by 16 million East Germans
who are struggling with their
lives in united Germany and
were divided over the wisdom
of trying Honecker,
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