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other students sometimes don't, but the time is still put in. | don’t
think it's any easler

“I don’t want to say it's any harder, either. It's pretty much an
oqual thing. You have to work o succeed ™

Despite his academic success, Lucas sald student-athletes — like
other students — often face a difficult road in their pursuit of a de-
gree. He compared the time-«consuming responsibilities of an ath
lote 1o jobs that many students must hold down in order 1o pay lor
lultion .

“I's tough,” he suid. “As long as you allow athletics o run your
life you'll get into trouble. You have to learn how 1o budgel your
time

“The saddest thing for me is 10 see a student-athlete come here
and not work hard and not graduate. Dut that happens to a lot of
non-athletus too, for similar reasons.”

Those are precisely the kinds of problems Gary Gray and his stn
must deal with on a regular basis with the University's 450 stu

fi

dent-athleles

Ovrogon's assistant athletic director for studoent services

difficulty often Is to convinee student-athlotes that

Carny,
sibd the biggest
an education Is important

If you're walking in here as an 18-yoar-old and seoing people
signing S4-million contracts well, people want to dream. You
mav be that one in a thousand, but in the meantime you neod to
have somothing to fall back on. Once kids undorstand that educa
Lian is o priorily, most doa pretty gnnlf johy

Grav satd his stall bas o heavy work load but that the addition ol
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a learning resource center at McArthur Court complete with com-
puters and study arcas has pul Oregon closer to other, better-i-
nanced schools in teris of academic support facilities

‘We hope it's kind of like (the student-athletes’) home away
from home while they're on campus every day,” Gray said

Fhrough national mectings | have gotten to know a lot of people
al other schools, and I'd like to think we're as good as anyone
"!\(' 3

Gray said another dilemma s satisfying the public, which is ol-
ten more concerned with graduation rates of student-athletes than
of other studonts

Gray worries that operating under thal microscope, combined
with increasingly strict NCAA academic regulations, is pulling
more and more pressure on his stafl

“Our people are really seoing more people than they probably
should “They are doing a [antastic job, but | can’t believe
in my mind they can continue year altor year at that kind of level.”

With that in mind, Gray said any possible Measure S-related cut-
backs would likely have serious consequences on the success ol
the University's academie support for student-athletes

I'm not here crying that we're the only department that's under-

staffod,” he sald. “But for us to cul back on personnel right now
would be a troaumaltic experience, lo say the leasl

Despite o foggy horizon, though, there are bright spots in the area

os, and how well they're performing in the classroom

Richard Lucas is just one of many success stories, and if his suc-
cessors follow his simple but effective strategy, the future of Ore
gon's student athletes may be bright, indeoed

‘If you wanl to work vou can graduate,” he sald

he sald
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excites poople for the most
part ... they realize that all
they have to do is think."

The fact that Clauss came
to Oregon at all was un-
planned

“1'd been hitchhiking
around the country one year
and ended up out here,” he
sald, and eventually settled
down al the University to get
his master’s degree.

Bohmer had also traveled
quite a bit before coming lo
the University, where she re-
ceived her bachelor's and
masler’s degrees. Her travels
are what provoked her inter-
est in sociology, she said.

The best part of teaching
is being appreciated by the
students, she said. 1 like it
when students understand
something they thought they
could never understand, and
how happy they are when
they really do.”

The biggest reward ol
tenching lor Clauss is how it
allows him to influence the
lives of his students

“I trv to instill in students
the ability and the excite-
ment to think o reason
their way through things to
look for salutions to any
problem,” he said

“I'm not out 1o change the
world today,” he said with a
smile. “Just over the course
ol my lifetime.”
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Need a coffee break?
BEGINNING JUNE 8 - AND THROUGH JUNE 11
BURGER KING"ON FRANKLIN BLVD. WILL BE OPEN UNTIL 2 AM.
We'll have FREE coffee & FREE soft drinks for you at Burger King®.
SHOW YOUR STUDENT I.D. CARD
FREE COFFEE & MEDIUM SOFT DRINKS AVAILABLE 9 p.m.-2a.m.
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JOIN NOWI

165 W. 11th - 683-8101

MOTORCYCLE
AND SCOOTER
INSURANCE

* Competitive rates
* Renters insurance
* Monthly rates

Venn Vranas, Inc

x741-2280
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SUBSHOP
1225 Alder
345-2434

Not valid on delivery or with any
other discounts or coupons One
COUPON per Custonmer
Expires 6/12/92
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