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Is democracy in China’s future? 
j Students support 
political pressure, fa- 
vored nation status 

By Kirsten Lucas 
ffTwair.) Reports* 

The spirit of tho Chinese de- 

mocracy movomimt is still alive 
among Chinese University stu- 

donts today. dos[iito whol hnp- 
ponod three years ago in 
Tiananmen Square 

Alter seven weeks of wide- 
spread non-violent demonstra- 
tions. the Chinese army 
crooked down on protesters, 
mostly students, who trad boon 

occupying tho public square in 

Bolj'ng 
On Juno -i. 1<»hm. government 

soldiers killed more than 500 

supporters of the democracy 
movement in a brutal show of 
force the world will probably 
never iorf*«Ti 

University graduate students 
Uanni Lu and Zhirhao Yuan, 
who were Involved in I ho 
movement from ils hopeful be- 

ginning in its tiloody and. said 
1 fi v y will n a v or f o r ga l 

Tiun.ininan Square, nor will 

Ihoy aver giva up Ihnlr hope for 
a damiK rain China. 

"Juno 4 was so unforgettable 
to mo Is-oause I saw so many 
poopln dio llial ovonl changed 
mo a lot." Lu said "No 'peo- 
ple's governmunl' should fire 
on ils own (leople I no longer 
llilnk it is a pimple's govern- 
ment.” 

Lu. Yuan and five other Chi- 
nese University students gath- 
ered Wednesday to talk about 
China's past, present und future 

a mooting that would lie il- 
legal today and would have 

been potentially life threaten- 

ing three years ago at the Uni- 

versity of Beijing 

The students believe that as 

private economic power grows 
and the older generation that 
controls the government dies, 
China is bound to change. 
However, they say as long os 

the stale dominates the Chinese 
economy, democracy will not 

come about 

The students also believe in- 

ternational pressure will also 

play a key role in encouraging 
reforms in China 

■'I’ressure from international 
leaders is very important." said 
Yin Lin. a graduate student in 

chemistry So far, she said, 
three famous political dissi- 
dent who were involved in the 
Chinese democracy movement 

have been able to get visas and 

passports as a result of Outside 
influence 

In whut some human rights 
advocates sen as tho wrong 
kind of outside influence, the 
White House Tuesday an- 

nminced plans to extend (Chi- 
na's most favored nution status, 

which grants China preferential 
trade benefits with tho Unitod 
Slates. 

In general, tho students ex- 

pressed support for Chino’s 
most favored nation status with 
the United Stales because they 
believe Western economic ond 

Ideological influence through 
trade will further positive 
change 

However, they also fear tho 
Itcncfkial trade agreement may 
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will) S4»ti last week The cheapest price between (Chicago und Mi- 

ami dropped from S290 to $145 

All Ways Travel agent Rebecca Card-Dennett said she and her co- 

workers haven’t had much free time since the lower faros were an- 

nounced. 

•'Wo ve had a constant stream of people outside our door every- 
day," she said “There is no best lime (to come here). You're going 
to have to stand in line no matter what." 

Card-Dennett said agents have had to work overtime to complete 
paper work that they can't got to during business hours 

Dick Hayward, an agent for Lee World Travel, 245 li. Broudwav. 
said his business' customers have sometimes had to wait throe 
hours 

"We just put the calls in order ami get buck lo them as soon us 

we can," lie said "You might say it's a zoo 

Although most laigene agencies are experiencing a similar situa- 
tion, some have shorter wails than others 

Sunni Messer, who works for Sunrise Travel at 910 Lincoln St., 
said customers who phone the business have only had lo wail five 
lo fifteen minutes lo talk to an agent. 

Dul Indore travelers rush to their phones to order tickets, agents 
say they should be prepared to be flexible Most airlines have only 
reserved a small number of seats for tho cheap fares. 
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send mixed signals to Chinese 
government about its poor hu- 
man rights record. 

"I think Bush Is right to con- 

tinue most favored nation stat- 
us As long as the door is open, 
things will keep changing," 
said Wei Di, a graduate student 
in physics 

“Most people have mixed 
feelings," said Zhichao Yuan 
"On the one hand. It sends the 

wrong message But they don't 
want to hurt business relation- 
ships." 

Xiaovuan Yan thought Bush's 
timing in renewing the contro- 

versial agreement was political- 
ly inappropriate on the eve of 
tiie Tiananmen Square massa- 

cre, which has come to symbol- 
ize the Chinese government's 
capacity for brutality. 

"1 am unhappy with the tim- 

ing of Mr Bush's decision," 
Y.in said. "1 think that it's defi- 
nitely the wrong signal to the 
Chinese government.” 

"it is very Important for Chi- 
nese as well as people of the 
world who ore concerned about 
basic human rights in China 
and outside of China to remem- 

ber Juno 4." said Haiyong 
Yuan, president of the Chinese 
Students and Scholnrs Associa- 
tion 

“People lend to forget," he 
said. "What we hope is that we 

can remind people that human 
rights in China are still miser- 
able and something needs to be 
done internationally. We have 
not forgotten." 
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