Looks like women mig

Abortion gag repeal
b respects intelligence

ht just be allowed to grow

& up in this country after all. That's right, with rights to
i information and everything,
2 The House recently overturned the Bush adminis-

‘4 tration's gag rule preventing family planning clinics
A from offering women abortion counseling. It now
3 moves to the Senate.

: Under the rule, doctors and clinic staffers got in
ks Big Trouble if they even alluded to abortion as an op-
tion for pregnant women,

N\ Previously protected against making what the ad-

b ministration labeled a “wrong decision,” what ever
. will women do should they actually become privy to
3 this long-denied information? Will they even be able to
handle the decision process necessary to sort through
3 the extra option without the medical profession’s si

lence to puide them?
& )
| Whether one sub ’
: seribes to the anti-abortion "s no‘ u'e

or abortion-rights side of

the spectrum, dental of in
tormation Il'!{.uliill}'. abor

tion is wrong, as would be

administration’s
place to decide
how a woman

¥, :lu' nit-;n.nl :r:l.m\' mh:rm.tt will handle her
¥ on aboutl ¢ variety o
%, options available to preg- pregnancy.
X nant women. It's not the ’nstead, its ﬂace
. administration’s place to
decide how a woman will is to m‘ec'
2 handle her pregnancy. In information
f stead, its place is to pro- accessm,i‘y.
7 tect information  accessi
¥ bility rights while leaving
o the ultimate decision to the party(ies) involved
The gag rule has been a total insult to women, and
has affected doctors and their staff. In short, it slams
. supporters’ version of the “right decision” down wom
4 en's throats by locking up what medical professionals
can and cannot say.
% Women are able, and deserve the right. to make
5 their own decisions regarding their pregnancy. Avail-
3 able information is necessary for that to take place —
L including abortion information
. Doctors and staffers deserve the freedom to counsel
’ as they see fit. Gagging them insults their intelligence.
.} The administration, however, still has a way to go.
= Though new guidelines issued last month would allow
a0 doctors at government clinics to talk to patients about
;’ the abortion option, clinic staffers, including nurses,
g would be forbidden to do the same. The most they
'Y could do is refer women elsewhere
» Once again, America's hypocritical system of hu-
“ man rights has been exposed for what it is, Restrictions
- on receiving information is not the key to life, liberty
5 and the pursuit of happiness. It is the kev to ignorance
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The

taries from the public concerning topics of interest to
the University community.
Commentaries should be between
words, legible and signed, and the identification of the
writer must be verified upon submission. The Emerald
reserves the right to edit for grammar, style and length.
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