'OPERATION RESCUE’
\S QREAT |

NEEDED : OPERATION SEPARATON.

]
‘3
Riot violence hurt
: 101 Vi ce nurts,
but f ttenti
The violence resulting from the Rodney King ver-
> dict is bad. And it's good.
Last Wednesday's acquittal of four white Los An-
N geles police officers charged with last year's video-
. taped beating of the Black motorist kicked off the big-
: gest and bloodiest wave of rioting in the nation’s histo-
; ry.
'
o Forty-five riot-related deaths have now been re-
. ported by L.A. County coroners, topping Detroit's 1967
record count of 43, LLA.'s 1965 riots in the Watts arca
2 had 34 fatalities.
The recent riots aren’t limited to LLA., cither; beat
ing, burning and general destruction have spread
3 throughout the country, stretching from Atlanta to
- Manhattan, Seattle to Southern California
The source of the violence is obvious. Acting as the
. release valve on a pressure cooker full of long-brewing
frustrations, the King verdict was the catalyst in the in
(1] -'-::--.!n'\.\.l.‘:,'_wf'.!i‘a:n
; It boils down to pain and anger. These people are
angry. Who wouldn’t be? They've been betraved by a
i judicial system labeled an
-’" equal  protector  of  this White America
r country’s public. They are
. dek of continuing prep- has comfortably
¢ dices long gone uncalled. worn the blinders
- They are hurt by a hypo
; S s e of ignorance for
critical S 1841 LIt jaims
% to be tounded on I'Iiij-l{ ‘oo ’mgl
: rights but refuses to see
and/or acknowledge its brased slams
The violence finally brought to hight a problem
1 most of white America has long been ignorant of: Na
. tive American, Black, Hispanic, Asian and all other
non-white Americans very often do not get a fair shuke
p in this land of the free and the brave, and they are get
ting sick and tired of it. Prejudice continues to exist,
living off the souls it steals
. One speaker at last week's EMU rally said it best:
N's not a black thing, it's a human thing,” It's true
Fhe pain caused by America’s prejudice must be
; shared and acknowledged by every citizen of this
- country, as well as the struggle to right the long-com
S mitted wrongs
The lives lost are the worse part of this scenario
Most were innocent bystanders: many were Black or
Hispanic. One should consider the fact that if a cause
is worth dying for, it's fairer to sacrifice one's own life
i before taking another's
S Some say it's crazy for the crowds to destroy their
own neighborhoods, and that some jumped on the de-
i struction train not in an honest effort to protest the ver
1 dict. but to destroy and loot because it was the thing to
1 do. Some fret that absolutely nothing good can come of
’ this
» i\'-'l.'_.|:|ﬂr-\ of one's opinton on these or related L0
_:' wes. one must see the violence for what it is a back
X lash against a svstem of continuing oppression with
J vears of hurt and anger behind it
; It apparently took an extremist action like this to f
4 nally call attention to a i\jlu':.j that evervone shoul
4 have been concerned about a long ti ' ago not t
1 }\l'-lpi" of color. That's the :".'lll!.'.'n!.\." iL:.‘f 01 thi
= whole thing. The ugly part is the reality of the death
T toll, and the il;".\ sical as well as emotional havou
: wreaked on those atfected
g White America has comfortably warn the blinders
of ignorance for too long. It's in the best interest of
: those still we ¢ this outdated accessory to take the
Il off. It's "our” }l..ll.".l“";. now; the time of “their” prob
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