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Ybu think your 
life is scary? 
Try Nick Cave’s 
By LAl'RA SCHMIDT 
Cuiumhui I huh Spedatm, (ailumtna 1 

Sick (.ave is frightened frightened that Henry's 
Ihmm, Ins seventh album. < iml.tmstin- i.isl snugs in him. 

"When I decide it's time to make .1 m s iceoiil,” hr 
s.ns, "I am 111 .1 stair of panic until it s finished. 
Hetirt s thrum* as a nightmare to make, a nightmare to 

wme I would llleiallv pass 1I11 room with the piano in ii 
and look at it out of the cornel "f mv eve It would !>e 

silting there, vs.>■ 11 u>> f*u me to waste another five 
tiouis hanging ori something that nevei c ame to 

anvthmg 
lo those who have known ( ave since he was the 

ftontman for I lie Hnthdav I’aits in the carts HOs, sue It 
an image mas seem strange Me fias always been 

[jortraved hs die press as a * .its guv. whether it was as 

lire Paris's goth-idol -singer, or as a rock star turned 
writer who t hose a criminally insane hoy as the lead 
1 haia< ter of his first 

novel, "And 1 he As* 
Saw I hr Angel.” Nov* 
Cave live* in Brazil, 
rrluv* hi watch MTV, 
.mil insist* that there is 

more to hi* work than 
ht* seeming obsession 
with ** arv i<i|im * 

"I think that people 
trnd toward* cel (am 

element* in my music 
(more) than other 
ones, rhey generally 
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Poet of a generation — or 

|ust doepfy disturbed? 

completely ignore the 
ImtiKM in inv work, and 
thrv dwell on the 
'daiket mi !<• for W.1IIi of 
.1 iH'ltri wind I mean, 
their is dul side to nn turnlet l know it vers well But 
there is also a very healths sense of humor to my work... 
or an unhealthy sense 

llrnn'% Dream walks both sides of the issue, 

t out anting songs whit h are intelligent, provoking, 
tint omentHmat, frightening as hell, ami hilarious. Hr 
album has die rimiantu flaie of hts Iasi release, Itu 
(*»W Sun, hut with a tawei feel and ri« kiet tone. 

But tntisie is not the only rtealive outlet for the 
Australian-born Renaissance nun "And I he Am haw 
I hr Angel”, which rame out in 1988, received 
favorable n-views m liotli the music aiul literary worlds. 
But it wasn’t (use's first fourties into writing. After The 
Hudiittv I’aitv broke up. (Live authored "(.hosts of the 
Civil Dead,” a film strip! about killer and prison 
dushim J.u k Henry Ahlxitt, authoi of ‘In the Belly of 
die Beast t asc lues also appeared ui ‘Wings of Desire* 
and ‘johnny Suede.’ Wim Wenders even askrd him to 

|k-ii live tide song to Im latest film. "Until the End of 
Hie World.* 

With all tins going lor him, it iloesn't seem possible 
that (Lave would ever dry up. For this musician and 
writer, In iwevtr. the worries just get lugger. "The laigcr 
sou timid sour hat king ol material, the more you have 
to Ine up to." he savs with a solemn expression. 

1 dr's not completely awful, though, and Cave 
realizes that it 's really a question of perspective: ‘Most 
ot it is just a nutter of siumg down and doing it and not 

winning alxnii it so much. I write my best stuff when I 
an get ntyself into thinking, 'Fuck it, it doesn’t really 

matter that much. Go in. do it, ami enjoy it'* 


