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Jury verdict sends
disturbing message

Here was something that secimed clear cut.

Four white Los Angeles Police Department officers
savagely beat black motorist Rodney King, and they got
caught. Even worse, they were captured on video for
the whole world to see over and over again.

For 81 seconds, the officers delivered blow after
blow — 56 to be specific — to King's body. King's leg
and facial bones were broken in the beating, but for
these officers, it was just another black man subjected
to LAPD policy. In fact, several of the officers joked af-
terwards about the beating King took. One even taunt-
ed him at the emergency room, saying. “We had a prot-
ty good hardball game tonight you lost and we
won.”

Officers Laurence Powell, Stacey Koon, Timothy
Wind and Theodore Briseno thought, at the time, they
would get away with
the beating, and al
though u& videotape Reason dictates
showed otherwise, they  that m’w in

wore right Amﬁca' g’veﬂ the

After nearly a year

of controversy over the tam, codd ﬂnd
beating, after a lengthy - these omce,s
three-month  trial, and aC'EdIUS“ﬁab’y.

after seven days of de

liberation, a six-man

and six-woman jury (one Hispanic, one Asian and no
blacks) found that 56 blows to a disabled suspect’s
praone body do not constitute excessive foree

The verdict itself would not generate much contro
versy nationwide if it was just King's word against the
officers’ accounts. But we all saw the condemning
picce of evidence the videotape of the beating. It
was clearly excessive force. It was clearly an assault.

Powell, who was accused ot delivering the most
blows, said, 1 was completely in fear for my life,
scared to death” of King because he believed King was
on PCP. The videotape, however, clearly shows an in-
capacitated King, in no condition to challenge officers,
still being brutally beaten

Reason dictates that no jury in America, given the
tape, could find these officers acted justifiably

In addition, Briseno told the jury that he thought
“the whole thing was out of control,” and even the
most naive jury should have found these men guilty
The officers obviously used excessive force, they obvi
ously filed false reports, and they obviously thought
they could get away with it because King was a black
man

The incident was clear cut.

But the system failed

In essence, by entering a not-guilty verdict, the
Ventura County jury sanctioned unnecessary violence
against the citizens of Los Angeles and said that these
same citizens will allow themselves to live in the kind
of disgusting society where such injustices are allowed
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Banner-rippers show me the light

¥,

BY PAT MALACH

he word is in Is there

somathing on campus you
don’t like or don’t agree
with? Destroy it!

I'hat's the lesson wo can
learn from the actions ol some
of our more progressive and
open-minded’ studonts on
ampus Tuesday. A mob ol
these righteous do-gooders
Jdormed the summer school ad
vertising banner hanging above
13th Avenue, lore 11 down
4:.1:!11|'.! their -_"r"v:i'.ltu:_' corred
tions on it and dropped it on
the steps ol Johnson Hall

What could one Little banner
have done to rile the ire of the
enlightened? There were 1m

i rical ligures on
the banner atl ol them wero
whity L rus a University that
pays xlensive | | service to i

versity should b AWarre

of the subtle messages such @

Banner in put oul, but de
!"'; Al s

1 much

LA i
1 nein 5 ne against our
OCIelY Lha ( el ved
bunn
I [ wiavs o

1 hines Juring 1l
wint
| SRS
Vi ly
wind

yrised of several white charac
ters. A group of properly con

took the issue

1o the bookstore manager, who

had the artist come back in the

next day 1o add some color to
1

the painting. It was activism

with a point, and it made a dif

oerence

‘.Tl'[.“\ did !!l"""
diversity

Lo removie

' from the view of
s’ \\l'ii l!il‘h'
» editor ol

this NINer session
Lirect 1 sadd he re
eived . about the
banner. So after one letter to an
entity that has no control over
the situation, the activists de
fod v had exhausted all of

§ 11 s 1o have the prob
! with. And in a mx

' | wplant { b vio

- - - -

lence, they righted something

theoy saw o8 wrong

don’t like. Bul aler
sddav's civies lesson 1 have

) the light. My mission has

become clear. One thing | don't
like is that this Eoarth Week cel
chration we've been enduring
lor the past lew days has lost
sight of the big picture. Instead
of an event to educate the
masses about environmental
concerns, what we've got is a
woek that's been co-opted by
the same old activist faces we
normally see ot Saturday Mar
ket BEarth Week has become an
exXcuse 1o i!l’]ll;.: in bad folk mu
siclans who sing to the choir

S0 when | walk by the groovy
granola gathering that turns oll
the very people who need 1o
learn the most, I'm going to run

up on stage disable the poor
folkies who happen 1o be there
it s all thelr instru
1) vie been taught thal's
i { s wilh things you
1on 't ke

And th x| o Lhe Lest
I Caay and Bisexual Alllancy
puls up a phole ts
P i
paged 1n

ISe Iy \T."»-.'nint atl using
satire to highlight this issue has
cluded you, let me put it in

LR I'he !H'Ulll('

clearer
who decided they had the au
thority to tear down the banner
are hypocrites. Extreme hyp
ocrites. For all the cow ”UI) wi
hear about being diverse, being
an individual, and allowing ev-
ervone the right to lorm and ex-
press independent beliefs, the
unstated truth is that vou are
X led to CX PSS only pre-
approved beliefs. What hap-
pened Tuesday was a group of
people deciding their personal
judgments are the only correct
ones. They decided the banner
wis wrong and that no one else
atl the University should be able
o see 11 and form their own

yinan about |

-|j

I'he traditionally oppressed
became as bad as what they say
they are fighting agoinst. Op-

pression from the left is on no

I'm going to run up
on stage ... and
smash all their
instruments. I've
been taught that’s
the way to deal
with things you
don'’t like.

higher moral ground than op
pression from the right, and it
is not the way to create healthy

long-lasting [(not reactionary
change. Of course, this state
ment is not “correct”™ and will
be dismissed as the ramblings
of another culturally 1nsensi
tive white male, unenlightened
bigot, cracker, patsy, pawn ol
'he Man, eld il ad inlinit

Fhe only interesting thing to
be seen is how thoroughly the
Office of Public Salety invest)
giates the destruction ol Univer

Aty property. During spring
term of last vear, lour students
were prosecuted under the Stu
dent Conduct Code for thelr
roles in painting the sidewalk
war Knight Library to protest
E'," :":EI\J\-il ol ‘-"'h"l-lll Hr trees
And those ol us concerned
with equal rights {and equal re
\pnrl-\lful:!uw! can only hope
OPS launches as tenactous an
investigation into this incident
as it did into last year's hate-fli
er boondoggle. In an ellort to
find the person responsible lor
posted fliers that were inter-
preted as misogynist and
homophobic, OPS rounded up
all known lesbians named Kirs-
ten and put them through in-
timidating interrogations. Of
course, it was later discovered
the fliers were made and posted
by a lesbian student who was
altempling o use satire to ad-
dress the military's misogynist
and homophobic practices
This banner incident is no
different than the cases men-
tioned above. The Student Con-
duct Code has been broken,
University property has been
destroved (3380 waorth to be ex-
act), and the students responsi-
ble for it have the right to be
prosecuted just as harshly

Pat Malach is the managing
editor of the Emerald
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