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Death penalty needs .
4 serious thought
'-.._:( Whether one agrees with the death penalty or not, .
[$ it's clear Tuesday's charade involving Robert Alton _;
& Harris was bogus. ;
4 :
v Harris was sentenced in 1979 to die after killing
24 two 16-year-old boys so he could use their car in a

bank robbery; the teenagers were on their way to a lake
for an afternoon fishing trip.

After a decade of appeals wound their way
through state and federal courts, the man was executed
Tuesday, the first in 25 years for California. The deci-
sion came after an emotional tennis game of four re-
prieves throughout the night. ending with the US. Su-
preme Court’s ultimate conclusion to execute

One of the scary aspects of the scenario was the
court’s final block of any additional appeals from lower
courts. No doubt in an effort to end the contusing tug
ob-war, the court slammed
the lid on its smaller of
kin. After a six-hour de
lay, they did their duty
and gave the go-ahead, no
more questions askoed

Any time one
power
unquestionably
hest  Overmdes
another, there’s
danger. The
checks and
balances are
gone.

Was this the
move? That's  debatable
Any lime one power un
questionably overrides an
other, there's danger, The
i IH'I L\ -lll(l hdlclllt ¢S oare
gone, leaving free reign o
the larger powers that be

But the court had to

put a stap to the ndiculous disorder of it all, didn’t
they? Considering the court 1s now attempting to
streamline capital cases by limiting defendants” appeal
and delay power, the confusion couldn’t have come at
a better time. Now, lo and behold, there's a strong
shred of support for their simplifying argument. Untor
tunately, to do so would tuke the necessary individuoal
clement out of case consideration. but that's another
editorial

The gas chamber method of executing Harris is
now being discussed among death penalty observers
sinee its extraordinarily painful process could consti
tute illegal cruel and unusual punishment. Should
states continue to exccute, this consideration is a valid
one. Lethal injection is the most reasonable of exccu-

LHON measures a0 our Illl(}L

Alternatives to the death penalty include several
options, the most noted being life imprisonment with
no chance tor parole. Expensive. Just hike executions
Since the money will ultimately be spent anyway, why
not use it to address criminal behavior inits beginning
stages? As in preventative measures? By examining the
parallels drawn between this behavior and environ
ment, there exists the possibility of heading off poten

tal coimanals

Fee-cutting debate misses target

t3y Hrian Hoop
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have watched student de
bate rage over the allocation
ol 54

cidental fees. In

' million in student in
lhight ol Meas
ure 5, reducing student Toes is
But the current doe

bate over cutting lees misses

Hmperative

Lhe matn larget and is harmiul
to student anterests fl_j:.il'l“r'\.\
al progressive or conservalive
political motivations

While Don King argues
about cutting 10 percent from
student fees, the inaction of the
state Legislature on tax relorm
Ili.u o !||;,:i'|1'r education in in'l‘i|
and risks possibly allowing tui
ton to skyrocket an additional
SO0 within two years

Last vear, studenl govern
ment lobbied the Legislature to
contain tuitlion increases 1o
SH00, saving every
210 I

als. This year, student govern

student

ariginal propos

ment worked with

wd Allied Arts stu

a4 proj | 1 { (LT [
S160 1 vear VAA slu
% LR I's MG IV TR
( pared o King's $10 in jroea
Stuid must register
vole, cducate thomselves on lax
reform oplions and demand
that Oregon House leadership

under Rep. Larry Campbell
ip stonewalling progress on

which

IORressive lax roeld

would preserve alfordable, o
cesstble and .i...J!l!\ higher edu

calion for evervone

Also at stake s the delega-
tion of fee allocation authority
from the Oregon State Board ol
Higher Education and the Uni
versity administration. Stu-
dents control fees and doter-
mine what Rroups and services
promote the “cultural and
physical development” of the
student body, not the adminis-
tration. Oregon students main-
tain one of the most empower
ing fee structures in the nation,
and we take it for granted

A letter from Allen James
ODE, Feb. 18) exemplifies mis
conceptions about where our
fees our going James' labeling
of student fees as funding only
special interest groups™ is a

fallacy. So-called political spe-

Clal Iinlerest groug in a
ly, make up a sm Iract )
Loty pending wli ithietl
ind the EM make up mors
than 65 percent

Why are student lees paying

lar essentlal services such as
athletics and student unions
which should be funded by
tute taxes and tultion as in

st states?

For the same reason, pasl
University student bodies have
had the foresight 1o fund child
care, legal services, ethnic stu
dent unions, free bus rides, a
Women's Center, etc. We are
concerned and care about pro
viding quality programs and
services that o chronically un
ferfunded university system
and Legislature has refused 1o
tund

IUas parsmount that students
recognize how Lgue ind pre
arious this 'r:!'l\:'.-",{t' is. The
administration would like 1o

athletic foe tund

‘ alive con
trol such as the $46 Health
Center fee and $15 building

pinter o lee Students

would have no authority over
) )

cs, bul end

Allen asks why LUniversity

way S103 lees when

niversity of Michigan stu
fents pay 57 a term. Michigan
having 45,000 students, s
enabling them to
-;r.'l'-:-i lees and services across
more students. Student-con-
trolled fees, according to Col-
leen Tighe, administrative coor
dinator for the Michigan Stu
dent Assembly, are limited to
student governmen! and stu
dent groups alone. They also
have an S80 health center fee
and $50 building fee

much ';.u:;:--r

If Michigan students had to
fund the total ASUQ program
budget, (excluding athletics,
LTD and EMU), their fees
would be $15 per student. Not
much different than the $28 per

quarter University students pay
for $1.4 million in ASUQO pro-
Rrums

Of the $4.7 million 1991-92
IFC allocation, the vast major-
ity of funds go directly to the
athletic department and EMU

Athletic pro
Rrams [r:‘.r\.iiiu.’;}‘. froe tickets, a
marching band, and intramural
receive 81,252,000 For
; lent population of 16,100,
that's $22 a term

ddiministration

I"he l'_\!': recelves
$1,025 266, $40 per quarter so
vou can enjoy Cultural Forum
events, Outdoor Program trips
shoot pool in the Recreation
Conter, use the Cralt Cenler
have officers for student
groups, and [ind a place lo
study

.“i;}l-t lal interest Broups only
account for $350,000. That's
$7.26 per quarter for Women's
Center, Interfraternity Council,
OSPIRG and some 45 other-odd
special interest groups

A further breakdown of 11
funding ensures students have
]t';:di represenlalion and advo
cacy. Counseling and media
services amounts o $174.000
$3.60 per quarter. For main-
stream media such as the Emer
aldd and campus radio. we pay

S159.872, $3.30 per quarter

You're paying S$238,500, $5
per quarter for an ASUCQ oexecu
tive, Student Scenate, Constitu
tional Court, [FC, the Qregon
Student Lobby, and USSA to
ensure student control over
fees, preservation ol student
rights, and lobbying for finan
clal ald and lower tuition

Child care for student-par
ents through the ASUQ Child
Care and Amazon Childcare
Co op, cosls about $221.076,
$4. 60 per quarter. An environ
mental fee funds free L'TD bus
service and expanded campus
trecycling, which costs
$I86,300, $6 per student. An
academic fee amounting to
$75,000, $1 55 per quarter,
funds about 20 professional
student groups such as Student
Bar Association

The attacks on the 1FFC this
year are misdirected. We are
talking pennies when com-
pared to the task at hand with
tax reform in the Legislature
Let’s get our priorities straight

Brian Hoop is a student at the
University and member of the
Student Senate
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