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Bruce Springsteen 
Human Touch 

and Lucky Town 

Sony Records 
1992 
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Traditional folk wisdom savs things 
art; supposed to get better with age I wn 

new releases by Brui t'Springsteen prove 
thfrt; art' exceptions to t(u; rult; 

When Springsteen and his K Street 

Band debuted with (irti'ltngs from 
Asbun’ Park. N.f in 197T he washailed 
as a "street poet" and latieled the next 

Dylan (a moniker that was a death blow 

to the careers of many lesser artists) It 

was tlie power and punch of the band's 

performance, along with the music and 
lyrics, that grabbed people's attention 

Bruce Springsteen symbolized the 

passion and spirit of rock 'n roll I tie 

street -punk -from- New -Jersey's street 

poetry was made complete not only bv 

the force and sincerity of his voice, but 

by the energy at the core of (tie band’s 

talented rhythm and blues musicians 

Through the 1<J70s, Springsteen built 
his reputation on four-hour workhorse 

performances that were more like spiri- 
tual redemption meetings than rock on- 

certs "The Boss" became famous for 

his Innglhy r.qi v’s 

sions with .itutifiit *’S 
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Hun m 1 *»7■>. I'.irnril 
quit's annul Im* trnuous rHahons with 

his father, and other simrrr unfessions 
from his past, endeared him lo fans who 

stood riveted as he launched into "Blinded 

liy (he Light s soaring beginning Mail- 

men. drummers, hummers and Indians 
in the summer with a teen-age diplomat/ 
In tfie dumps with the mumps as the 

adolescent pumps Ins way into Ins hat/ 

With a boulder on mv shoulder feelin' 

kinda older. I tripped the merry-g' < round/ 

Witfi this very unpleasing sneezing and 
wheezing, tfie calliope crashed to the 

ground 
And he meant every word of it 

It was the spirit as much .is the message 

Springsteen's struggles with love 
and life, through songs like "browing 
l Ip. It s Hard to fie a Saint in the bity. 
"Back Streets" and" Jungle Land." are fired 

turn ,t s|mi| aiming 
Ihi’i lassie rui l n' mil artist'. It s fitting 
tin- album is ionsidered Springsteens 
Ix-st it was the spirit of somi'unr who 
w.is Ix/rn tu run that propelled it 

The spirit faded nft•• r that album and 
there was a nutu cable loss on The Ki vit. 

a doubli' album that sold fur about S14 
wlum rid'-asi'd in 1MH1 (compared to 

$2 VS to tu gut thi; twu latest (IDs) Al- 
though it was nut as good as earlier 
rue urds. thi' album dues contain sumr 

great music 

i tien came Hum in the I'SA. in l’tH-t. 

and the rest of the eountrs disi.uvered 

.Springsteen Uruce's hang'- frum out- 

sider-street punk tu legitimate-Ameri- 
can-hero was complete but the spirit 
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