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Pro player says to be best off field

By Mau Bender

1"!! ir! ontr l; o

All-pro come timlk Gill Byrd
told the Oregon football team
Wednesday night that the most
important key to life is for the
players 1o dedicate themselves
off the field as much as on

Byrd, who plays for the San
Diego Chargers, appeared cour
tesy of the University Athletes
in Action

Byrd is the NIFL's intercep-
tion leader over the last four
yoars with 27 thelts, despite his
lack of size and speed. He is 5
fool-10 and weighs about 1490
pounds and runs the 40-yard
dash in 4.7 slow by
NFL cornerback standards

“Lvery week | am on the cor
nor and every woeek the
puy is faster than me,” he
‘DBut football s a game of an

seconds,

othoer

sinid

gles, and il | study the other
FLATRY and | know whaore he s Ko
ing, I can be waiting there alter
he pets done with all his cuts
and akes

But [oothall was not alway
casy lor Byrd He received no
scholarship ollers coming out
il hi;:!: v hool and had 10 wlk

his way into & tryout al San
Jose State. He made the

as o frosh

Lesam

but jriaye o ‘\il-lfl“l'_i'i

I
I'he that |

only reason

Gill Byrd

to hlu;u'[l]”\ get o

played was

scholarship so my parents

didn’t have to pay Tor school
Byrd sind. 1 wasn’t looking 1o
play pro ball

In his sophomore season

Byed became one of the Lap (417
fensive backs in the nation with
After that

sevVen

intercoplions

season Dyed sodd he decided he
would o jrro alter | junor
Year

During his junior sevason
Byrd's III s woere changoed by o
carcer-throatening knee injury

I wenl from prospect 1o sus
pect just like that,” he said

from that

a broken

battled back
and another

Byrd
injury

wrist to salvage his senior
veat and becomn the 22nd
player taken in the 1983 drall
Il" San :lli';:la

Al the time Byrd was drafted
$50 hairdo
and a 5-cont head.” he started
1o believe that he was as good
as his press clippings made
him sound, and he became a
hard person to be around

he said he had a

Midway though his rookie
all that changed for

Season
Byrd

T allowed Jesus 1o come into
my life and things have never

been the same.”” he said

Byrd impressed
players that student
should be me

upan L
athletes

ire concerned witl

their Lives olf the Lield

There are tremendous odds
against you making 1t in the
NFI bhe told the players bul

we pul so much emphasis on il

l'oo much l'TIl}Jii.w.: an il

Byvrd said it is more impor
tan! {for the I-}-l\l'." o gt thelr
persongl hves straighliened
than 1t is to be good in football
He said the only wav 1o do that
is o ook 1o Jesus o help v
bo your best
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Three Oregon women's
track and field athletes and
five athletes from the men's
team will compete al the
prestigious Penn Relays in
Philadelphia beginning to-
day

Distance runners Nicole
Woodward and Lucy
Nusrala and javelin star Kim
Hvatt left with Duck head
coach Tom Heinonen
Wednesday for the event.
Woodward will compete in

the 5,000-meter run, and
Nusrala will run in the
1,000

Heinonen said 1t was the
group's goal to see some of
the best athletes the college
ranks have to offer

“The whole goal for Lucy
and Nicole is 1o see top
flight competition and to run

after having traveled,’
Heinonen said. “They need
an NCAA (Championships)
prej

For javelin throwers like

Tracksters go east
for Penn Relays

Hyatt, Heinonen said it is
simply a matter of time be-
fore they throw their best

“In the javelin, it happens
when it happens.” Heinonen
said

Heinonen also said Hyatt
may compete in Saturday's
Oregon Invitational at Hay-
ward Field

The Oregon men's track
team also sent its share of
athletes 1o the relays

In a distance medley relay
that consists of legs of 400,
800, 1,200 and 1,600 meters,
Bob Gray will lead off, hand-
ing off to Coley Candaele. lo
Alan Foster and finally to
Shannon Lemora for the fi-
nal laps

athletes, ex-
Hre t-\pn-lta-ll

tour
cluding Gray,
to participate in a 4X1,600
muater relay, along with
freshman Tracy Hollister.

: till\!'

is slaled 1o |’Hl'[!|ll'1l'
Haltional runming of
Hes Saturday

Ly
in an in\
the 400 hurte
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Continued from Page 9

'here were a lot ol good

things about him
Wowds were

'homason and

the only Ducks invited to the

prestigious NFL combine this

viurr The combine brings in the
tap collegiale athletes to

ofl thetr talent in front of NFL

sHow

Kretz said the one thing fa

his team on dralt Sun

day w be that the Seahawks
ire | king lor new poapie al
[ ns this season
e 49ers, though, are look
ng at h i najor holes
1 i ! feens '
t “n ine el e
boack id
» ! l. i M
ind | 1 kn ir hav
L ! n oIS
tar IR K v L.Derry
Rollin Putzier and Mike Walter
190r ad coach George Seilent
t coach at On
v
1
W
Ve I 1§ 19ers while
irterbacs wa t L has
Now ‘ sl en
* i ." el & s .I\-
chualleld satd. The Duck
I wi I TUCed mon
proless ils than any other
(Drey issistant, said he was
rocently ntacted by Wilson
who wanted to know
LaBounty's home phone num
411
When they do that,
Schafleld said, "they seem Lo at
least hisve some interest
Wilsi agreed with
Schatleld's assessment
Matt is and U]l" Buy that we
kind ol like ilson said
He's a tough }..1:'1! nosed kid

DRAFT

Continued from Page 9

sider trying out with a team
the same way former Duck stars
Derrick Loville and Terry Obee
did with the Seahawks two
vears ago. Both were \1};111'{.1 as
free agents and are still plaving

b 1§ pper 1mil
hose are hard o ! ]
However, Wilson saild
LaBounty 2 fi-loot-4, 260
pounds Is nol “quile as
heavy as vou'd like but he
siatd he thought thil size would
t 1s much of a considera
went
Other Duck players that
Wi 1 he looked at whil
{ W ineback
I 1 ¢t 3
Muhammad () | Dary

lodd Gydesen and joe

Of those players, Wils
what he saw in (
maost
\ i 8 1
[ria W
i M Wi th
nl kid
[ i I bl .'I.t'd i
I viers while he wa
edar, the S i
i Conner LIlivi 1nel
i and
kicker
an NFL

'he next logical question

would be: When will the On

W {II vited
tell

ors will b
“They can vou, but if
someone lakes a guy oul ol
form, then it juggles the line-
up,” Schalfeld said. “"Some
guys they say will go in the
sixth (round) go in the third.”

in the NFL, and Loville recont-
ly signed a two-vear deal with
the Rams

Brooks said he just wanls to
soe his plavers get credit where
credit is due

“1 just hope the players who
have plaved so well for us have
a chance to show their talents
in the NFL,” he said
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