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Husband’s acquittal
of rape outdated

Well that jury sure taught her a lesson. She'll never
be raped again.

A Columbia, S.C. jury decided to acquit a man of
rape after viewing a videotape of him having sex with
his wife after tying her up and putting duct tape on her
eyes and mouth,

Why? There are all kinds of solid reasons. For one
thing, the couple was man and wife, and as the hus-
band said at the trial, "How can you rape your own
wife?"

And she no doubt enjoyed the session, as anyone
could tell by her recorded screams. “"Was that a cry of
pain and torture, or was that a cry of pleasure?,” asked
the husband's attorney, Wavne Flovd

And lastly, the wife, whose name along with her
husband's, has not been publicly disclosed, probably
deserved i, since everybody knows women who are
raped usually instigate it

Women especially buy into this belief, as Candy
Kern, state president of the National Organization for
Women noted. Want proof? The femaleto-male ratio of
the Lexington County jury who acquitted the man was
cight woman to four men

The acquittal obviously was not due to lack of evi

dence; the videotape and the husband’s admittance
took care of that. It botls down to a belief system that

refuses to die.

The husband and jury, along with a significant
segment of America, still believe a wife can’t be raped
by her husband. This stems from several assumptions
about the husband-wife relationship, the main one be-
ing that of ownership and the legal marriagge bond it
selt

In a4 state where men are men and women are
wives, the traditional definition of marriage thrives, in
cluding the stigma that husbands somechow own their
wives, Many outside the state buy into this definition
as well, along with the perspective that the marital
bond gives the couple permission to do as they please
without outside intervention

The contract in effect transtorms the individuals
into a “married couple,” thereby exchanging personal
'

rights for couple’s rights, allowing for a new set ol

rulos usually dictated by the hushand

The defimition of rape includes torcing a woman to
have sexual intercourse without her consent. This «
(ecur tlile'. v and out o! AP R SINCEe 4 Wi
refuse 1o have sex in cach situation. Some would say
wife 1s wrong to retuse to bave sex, It is her duty; she

owes her husband that pleasure, The woman's night

sav no disappears in a marttal situation

I'his is out and out wrong. A woman's right to say
no to sex, along with all her other individual rights, re
mains intact within the realm of marriage. A man does
not become owner of his wife when married: her, and
his, personal rights continue to exist, and this includes
the right to not be raped

Of course, for this argument to make sense, one
must believe women have individual rights to begin
with. For those with any doubts, the answer is they do.

As for Floyd's wondering if the wife was experi
encing pleasure or pain, let him imagine what it would
be like to be dragged by the throat, tied, slapped.
gageed, blinded and raped, as the wife testified, to fig-
ure it out. The wife, now seeking divorce in addition to
prosecution, did not do so simply for added spice.

This verdict proves there's still backward thoughts
roaming this land. It's time to update these good folk,
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Cleaning up

ing businesses for their gener
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Darren Welsh
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i) | I wh am oandgd
tivee practice of my alcoholism
oSt Kibied ms
un one of the lucky ones to

have survived, and to have sur
vived with a positive image of
mysell 1s nothing less than a

| had three friends back
home with a similar combina
tion of dvsfuntionality. They
died

It vou sign the OCA petition,
vou will be saying vou support
their death

So Wollunder, do society a
favor and learn to love vourself
instead of trving to pass “lov-
ing, responsible thing to do"
laws about my life and my fu

ture

\ please read a history

; v about pro-WWI Germany

belfore vou call voursell “not
pirited ' or “hateful

Graham Huesmann
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The recont Emerald piece
about the OPS (which included
a bust list that could be likened
to the statistics on the back of a
baseball card) is part ol an '.:I’.:l\.
trend in this society to glorify
the coercive element ol the

state
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nis !1]' af behavior s what
the communily should deal
with informally. I someone is
being a jerk, take responsibilily
and tell them
Recently
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Communily standards are 1o

enforced by the

SOUCLBL order is not a speclalorn
sport, The more we rely on and

I;_',il-t!.u'\. the clinched [ist of the
stale, the more a [H'n[lii' based
soctal order erodes and the
more we 5'.!‘!‘{1 }i\llllll' to ll{tll'{
QuUr fives
Bjorn Chambless
Political science

The light

Not wanting to accepl any
false prophecies, 1 sought out
the one true God for a ‘Il?l’\l]llill
audience. It was not easy
months of sacrifice and self-de-
nial were necessary before he
granted me audience

However, my purity of pur-
pose convinced Him to lay
upon me His final wisdom. |
have consulted Him directly

and He has spoken. He said
that the true essence of His Self
on earth is Love, pure and un
conditional. This includes all
forms and shapes

He clarified 1o me in as many
words that homosexuality s a
viable torm ol this love, per
fectly good and pure when sin-
Cere

He saitd all his children
should love one another and
polish their own characlers ex-
clusively

Somebody tell Jon Wallander
he can shutl up now

Jeff Martin
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1 ture s a valuable 1t
wheh used perly, but 3]
less i properly usird
dents become disenchanted

with lectures when instructors
seem Lo ‘\[Jl‘dL more to the over
head and the blackboard than
to the students

As a lew instructors have
demonstrated, interaction with
students in lecture hl‘lil‘- creale
a positive, valuable learning at
mosphere. Lectures with no
student interaction and instruc-

tors with bad communication
skills create the 40 percent”
attendance in some lectures. In
the end, the students are the
ones to suffer because they're
getting a poor education.

Stephen Albrechtsen
General Science
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