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'EDITORIAL "

None of the above
for ASUO Executive

Voters, grown apathetic to a process they feel is
corrupt and inadequate, are streaming away from the
polls in droves. The trend is at every political level —
municipal, county, state and federal, and yes, even
here at the University,

ASUQ elections have traditionally poor turnouts.
Part of the reason is demographics. The 18-25 age
group (encompassing most University students) is no-
torious for not voting. But also. there is a growing sense
among students that the ASUO doesn’t do anything,
and moreover, doesn’t care.

Is that completely fair? No, but there is some truth
to it. The Emerald endorsement board was looking for
an ASUQ Executive that could clearly state goals and
come up with concrete ways to fight student apathy.

The Don King/Holly Ferguson ticket didn’t. Nei-
ther did Bobby Lee/Karmen Fore. Chris Pharis and
Donald Morgan are just too weird. A fourth candidate,
Dan Pulju. did not attend the Emerald’s endorsement
hearing. So for the 1992-93 ASUQO Executive race, the
Emerald endorses ... none of the above,

It wasn’t that the three tickets were completely
without merit. Quite the contrary, the endorsement
panel was impressed with aspects of all the platforms,
but when the final tally was called, it wasn’t enough.

Starting with King/Ferguson, the Emerald was en-
couraged by the ticket's experience and past dedication
to University programs, but it was felt that King is just
too confrontational for the job. The general tone of
their platform was sound, but few worthy specifics
were offered. The two prided themselves on being
“outside” the ASUQ, but didn’t adequately show a
knowledge for what the job entailed.

As for Lee/Fore, the opposite was the case. Both
have longtime student government experience, but the
Emerald was unimpressed with their ideas on how to
generate enthusiasm. To be blunt, the Lee/Fore ticket is
an old gift wrapped in different packaging. Much was
said about “building bridges™ between various groups,
the University administration and the ASUQO Execu
tive, but again, there were foew conerete ideas

Pharis/Morgan showed up to their endorsement
hearing with a slightly neurotic security agent, com-
plete with a cheap off-the-rack suit and a Walkman
headphone  stuck  in While
Pharis/Morgan don’t seem to have the commitment and
background to do the ASUQ Exccutive justice. Howes
or, the ticket did have an interesting idea for bringing
.l.l'.li
gave an accurate appraisal of student voting patterns.

one  car humaoarous,

student politics back down to a “human level,”

All of the tickets had good points, and any ot the
three would probably do an adequate job tn Suite 1
But the Emerald saw little to get excited about, and so,
there i1s no endorsement
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Everyone

William Peabody (ODE
14) gives us o periect example

April

wish to
udent government of. His
that 1 said 1 will staff the
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riad sl

clatm
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I have never spoken

| ever told any

s nolt Lrud

to Pea
v, nor nave
one that being a greek would be
a pre eing & mem
ber of my administration. What
| have done is simply encour-
age the p.:lt'l'-h'a 1o actively pur
sue involvement in their gov
ernment, whether that involve-
ment be through elected, vol-
unteer or appointed positions

We did this in the hopes of
convincing not only the greeks,
but all students, that hones!
student governmenl comes
only from active student in
volvement

I must admit that the flyer
has had the desired effect
Whether greek members of the
ASUQ, or greek members who
are fed up with the ASUQ, the
flver stirred emotion and
interest in what was becoming
just another political election.

It has caused the greeks to
stand up and ask questions
both about the way they have
been treated by the current

requisite to

has

e M o .

ASUO as well as how a [uture
ASUO promises to treat them

It has given
gel involved and realize that as
students, the power to bring
better government to the ASUQ
i1s only thelr vole away

Quite simply, 11 has given
them reason to vole, and we
don’t apologize lor this. As a
matter of fact, we only wish we
lucky with every

student on this

them roason to

could be so
(| .lJ[liJi.‘»

Don King
ASUO Executive candidate

Focus

I'he incidental fee was cre-
ated by students to fund pro
grams deemed beneficial to the
I'his en
sured a student voice in the en
hancement of academic life

This vear, there are two bal
lot measures aimed o stlence
One is Don King's
mandatory 10 percent decrease
and the

the feo

campus community

thal volce

in the incidental fee

other would eliminite
altogether

I'hese ballot measures inher

ently infringe on the rights ol
students. The incidental fee is
the only means of students con

trolling the variety and diversi
ty of the educational experi
By limiting that right, we are
nly limiting ourselves. |
wholeheartedly
duction, or at least a stabiliza
Inllated
student costs are not found in
but rather

rest in the surcharges increas
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tion, of student costs

the incidental fee
ing tuition due to Measure 5
Ihat's where we, as students,
should be locusing our atlen
tion. The effort to control stu-
dent costs is admirable, but the
overt restriction of student
groups and student services Is
ridiculous

Derek Top
OSPIRG state board chairman

CORRECTION

The story about the Knight
Library expansion on page
one of Monday's Emerald,
should have stated that the
EdNet Distance Learning
studio will be about 1,300
square feet when completed.

The Emerald regrets this
error




