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On a day when millions

Helmsley wished she could. And had.

Wednesday at the minimum
in her hotel advertisements, *
It was hysterically ironic

Apparently somebody in the
a sense of humor.

pany's Boeing 727 to Kentuc
ton. Her husband, in tribute

months, but the saga of
the woman who once said
only little people pay tax-
¢S 15 aovoer

Nearly three vears ago,
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Helmsley won’t ever "
forget April 15 again
of Americans were rush-
ing to the post office to send in their 1040 forms, Leona
The former hotel queen, diva of Manhattan, arrived
-security Federal Medical
Center in Lexington, Ky. Helmsley, who once intoned
I won't be treated like an-
other room number.” is now known as No. 15113-054.
the 71-year-old Helmsley
was ordered to start her four-year sentence on April 15.
Department of Justice has
Very few people enter the clink with as much fan-
fare and pomposity as did Helmsley. She took the com-
ky and a limo to Lexing-
r. shut off the decorative
lights on the Helmsley-managed Empire State Building,
Helmsley could theoretically be out on parole in 16
Meimsley, who
once intoned in |
her hotel By Ron Gregg As far as Basic Instinct, | be

Helmsley  was  convicted
of avoiding tax payments
of more than $1.7 million.
Her 83-year-old husband
was also indicted, but was
found to be incompetent
to stand trial. Beside her
prison sentence, Helmsley
also paid out more than $8
million in fines and resti
tution

She is but one of many «
tax evasion. Federal agents,
substantive crime on him, p
label on gangster Al Capone,
Lion as "sed ond-hand furnit

advertisements,
“l won’t be
treated like
another room
number,” is now
known as No.
15113-054.

elebrities to get nailed on
unable to pin any other
inned the “unpaid taxes”
who once listed his voca-

ure salesman.” Bascball's

all-time leader in hits, Pete Rose, also did time tor skip

ping oul on his income tax

So did country/western

singer Willie Nelson (no jail sentence. the IRS just took

everything he owned)
A unique and heady list,

1o be sure

Those who skimp on their taxes sometimes get fa

vorable svmpathy from the
among us likes to pay the IR
But Helmsley never got tha
personality, not to mention

ment, endearced her to no one

(a0, Leona

+ public. After all, who
S? The answer is nobody
t sympathy, Her abrasive

her “little people™ com-
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redictably, another com

p:t'l issue is reduced o

the -.11.'.|.-lt'\.| black and
white spectrum. In “Gays angry
with movie portrayals™ (ODE
April 8], Emerald reporter Tam
my Batey should be commend
ed for lrying to educate the
University campus about thi
portrayal of gays, lesbians and
bisexuals in Hollywood [lilms

Y el belng one of the

soundbites' | d in her
wrticle, 1 feel e 1o @ stor
oty an angry Ve
while myv wonversatlion with
Batey was moroe I'I[lli'-ll X and
neor IV
has Llack i white rodu
tion Is emphasized by the first
ol LEL ¢ o Uy i ‘
by Bryvan Waoesthy April 13
e {i biting bRy | an
w hatell Iad 1pling
that | wint to dev iy prof
i | (] ind nas ey
(A% R 1 't i Fale
in 1
i LI ws whal a partiy
I will be labeled by L
fthis s ¢, including
Lhy In‘t blame
1ot H t lor turning a
§] I evo and a deal ear to U
releva [ when the d
reduced W two sides
TTHIEL Mot 1 1
I'm not sure what needs o
be addressed most 1,000
word response 1] The journal
stic reduction of voices to the
LTl 1t d [ real
t 1 nohia " Ivwood, at
5 1 by U acl thal 4
ent board, Hollywood Suj
ports, was formed by insiders
Lo faght ophaot the Hol
VW 1 4 iry | A bal
anced discussion ol positive
a1l ' ) and
Dlsext { u.s
nims? 4 he i . com
plex meactions 1 [ilims as

Stlence of the Lambs and Basic
Instinct in the gay, lesbian and
4

nsexual community? 51 A sin

cere discussion on how By
leshbian and bisexual 1ssues
connect to other subordinate
rroups, such as women and

ss we heg o learn, t
ferstand and a pt the pres
ently unsoivabic, complex reai

- - -y
& f - o

Lord knows what
all parties involved
will be labeled by
the end of this
discourse ...

 homaophaobia and other

moral™ issues, and the “nor
malness” of dillerence, | per
sonally fear the unleashed hate,
repression and violence within
wr communitios

What | tried, appuarently un
successfully, to l'\]li«lill lo
Batey is that alter the OCA
makes gavs, lesbians and
bisexuals disappear, the next

e p s Lo insure thal women are

vwzed and men are re-

!

re-iem
masculinized and the palriar
hal, black and white power
dructures of pender and sexual

ty are re-established. In my

Hissertalion, the topic s not
ely the hilstorical

| wphobla within the U.S

lilm industry, but the unrealis

om -ih’lu!'inl has ILI':J'-l d o cre

ile and entrench

lixe wcessity of openly
discussing and displaving my
ignorance to climinate it. Often,
when | speak, 1t is from a sell

reflexive search {or

a complex world wit mplex
mnputs that need to be heard

ch as now. Instead of assert
ing an opinifonated answer and
position for evervthing, | wish

us talked from a posi

ton of ignorance in an expand

lgnorance can be frustrating
and embarrassing, bul better
those reactions than the verbal
violence and superiorily ol

name-calling and sarcasm

For the record, let me state
that Silence of the Lambs was
in intense, complex film expe-
rience for me. | did feel that the
serial killer was tagged with an
vasily identifiable stereotyped
gayness, and the violence upon
women by this character was
turbing. Yel, for me, Jodie
Foster's character and perfor-
mance revealed astonishing
depth and strength in terms of
female representation in a Hol-
lvwood film

118

lieved the lilm was somewhat
misjudged by Queer Nation and
other protesters. The film steals
from Vertigo and asserts o more
misogynist stance than solely
an anti-lesbian, anti-bisexual
bias and should be criticized
from that standpoint. Interest
ingly, the only time | empa
thized with any of the chara
ters was the lesblan, Roxy

I have not seen Prince of
Vides or Fried Green Tomatoes
because | cannot afford 1o go o
every film that passes through
the community and therefore, |
do not feel .||.|.t|.l!:r';| o com
ment on those films

The truth of the matter, |
eviluated the above films in a
similar manner to Batey | also
‘-f.ll'\l‘li the positive jhl['ll'-l\-:i‘-
of gays and lesbhians In the
tilms Parts is Burning, My Own
rivate Ideho and The Virgin
Machine. However, it should
be noted that these films were
not distributed as widely in the
United Stales as Basic Instinct
or Silence of the Lambs

I'he point of rehashing this
territory Is Lo I'IH;Ih-I-\I{I' that all
volces can’t and shouldn't be
reduced to a pro or a4 con. Yes
1'd hike to see more mainstream
positive i:n.’{:-l\.l.'» of gays, les
bians and bisexuals, but | also
would Include groups subor
dinated because ol gender,
class and race. Surely, if noth
ing else, college teaches us
about the diversily of volces
crying to be heard, recognized
and legitimized. | know I'm na
ive, but 1 still don't see why all
valees cannol be lostered and
.[i".lfli

I'he other important point
here is to note the trony that an
article on stercotyping reduced
five voices Lo the same “angry”
gay. lesbian and bisexual ster
ecotype, followed by the first
“angry” letter by Westby that
reduces Dockstader, Woll and
myself to hating, ignorant, rac-
ist homophiles. The letters that
take Westby to task will reduce
him to a foaming, mad dog
homophobe. Meanwhile, the
two reports | received last week
ubout two AIDS related deaths
and the reasons lor these deaths
are trivialized and forgotten
That's what I'm angry aboul

Ror: Gregg is graduate student
in the University's telecom-
munication and film depart-
ment.




