Athletes coach kids

on benefits

By Peter Alfrey
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lohnny can’t read, or mavbe

he tust doesn’t feel like it

In an effort to encourage
voung in-upi-- 1o read, the Ore
gon athletic department has run
a program this winter involving
Uregon coaches and athletes
entitled "Follow the Ducks and
Read The 10-week program,
which began on January 24, has
been held at bugene's Jetforson
Middle School

I'he pilol program has used
Duck coaches and athletes from
all 14 varsity sports. The pro-
griam has allowed athletes and
coaches to meet with students
to give spocches, discussions
and to display the benefits of
reading. The athletes have even
given progress reports through
oul the program

Basically, we designed the
program 1o utilize student ath
letes and anv resources they
have to

mecourage stu

miy ’
ients at the middle school level

to read,” said Eileen Sorensen
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Sorensen said It's fTunny be

cause some of them will be ner
vous when thev first go, bul
once they're there, thev come
back excited and amazed at
how the kids respond to them

Sorensen savs the athletic «
partment has developed t
program (0 gel more iny vierd
with the community and lo
givee something back to it - oth
er than victories on e playing
field The program allows the
athletes to have a relationship
with the community that goes
bevond athlete and spectator

Overall, the original intent of
making reading more attractive
o voung people appears to be
tuking place through the use ol
the Oregon athietes
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Ducks to face top-ranked Cal

By Steve Mims
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Softball team heads to Arizona

I'he Clregon softball team had
better be [th'purmi to handle
mare than the desert heat this

weekend

The Ducks (15-17 overall, 3-3
Pacific-10 Conference) truvel to
Arizona for conference double
headers at Arizona State Satur-
day and against defending na-
tional champion and second-
ranked Arizona Sunday

Oregon broke a 10-game los-

State, 3-0 and 5-0

This weekend's meetings will
be the first of the year againsl
both the Sun Devils (2117 and
1-6) and the Wildocats (40-4 and

9-1)

he Arizona State twin bill
gots under way Saturday at 6
p.m., and the Ducks then trave
to Tucson for a 1 p.m. double

header against Arizona
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The meet will be scored as three separate

Continued from f‘_;gc 12 duals Oregon/Washington State. QOre
gon/Minnesota, and Minnesota/Washington

o betwoeen the two is nearly equal, with State. Heinonen satd the Cougars should ofler

bt ?‘."

matchi
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Beck has a throw of 48-3 in the shot pul
this season. and Androws PRed with a 478

great overall head-to-head competition
wasn't sure how the Gophers would match up
Minnesota is kind of an unknown quantity,

parlior this season. Beck's 160-7 in the discus really, because they have some people hurt

is an NCAA pr wistonal qualifier and An Mo satd

drews” 159-7 'K 15 her best mark this season Ihe Duck women will be ompeting without
Nicole Woodward has been a star for the the 1 squad at Hayward for t tirst time

Ducks thus far, setting personal records two since 1986, as the men travel to Willamette lor

woeeks ago in the 5000 and in the 3,000 at i nonsscoring meel Saturday

Washington. The senior will take a run at mak 'he Oregon mon will not likely send the en

ing three woeeks in a row in three different thee team, but several athletes particularly

events Saturday. as she will run in the 1,500 sprinters and jumpaors will bo on the trip
She ran o lifetime best {in the 3,000) on a 'he men will begin a steeak of three consecu

day that was pretty crummy,” Heinonen said tive home meets next weokend with the Popsi

“The winds were just swirling all over the
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