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Former tennis star says he has AIDS virus

JArthur Ashe says he got
AIDS from a blood transfu-
sion during surgery

NEW YORK (A1) Arthur Ashe, the
first black man to win one of tennis’
Grand Slam tournaments, sald Wednes-
day he had AIDS Ashe said he contract
od 1t from a blood transfusion during
heart-bypass surgery

Ashe, 48, said he tested positive for
HIV three years ago when he underwent
brain surgery but decided to announce it
now d“l'f a Hl'\\'\l’ll])"' red "l\l‘li ] ll!’
about his condition. There also had been
rumors for some time that he had the
condition

I'he virus has since turned into Tall
hlown AIDS, Ashe said

“I'm not HIV positive
Ashe said

Ashe said to have come forward carlier
could have hurt him

| have AIDS”

with the news anid
his family

It put me in the unenviable position

1o have to lie to maintain my privacy
that 1 fall under the

I s anly dubious
mbrella of public figure,” he said
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But after starting 1o read a prepared
statoment, Ashe broke down and had to
be assisted with the presentation by his
wile

After regaining his composure, Ashe
said he was hoalthy and his family had
shown no signs of the virus

“1 am not sick. | can function very
well And | plan to continue doing those
things that | have done all along, if the
public will let me,” Ashe said. "My wife
and daughter are in good health and both
are HIV negative

Ashe also said he had taken strength
from another sports star bausketball
great Magic Johnson, who announced
last November that he had tested positive
for the AIDS virus

I have also gained much insight as
I've watched Earvin Johnson weave his

‘Having been an athlete,
I had the discipline to
adjust quickly to the new
reality.’

Arthur Ashe

St Luke's Hospital in New York. Ashe
said he did not plan to file suit

Ashe said he had received “a very nice
phone call” from President George Bush
and planned to become involved with
the Presidential Commission on AlDS
“al some stage.”

Ashe also talked with Virginia Gov. L
Douglas Wilder, a childhood friend from
Richmond

In 1988, Ashe said, he went to doctors
my right hand went dead. 1 could
I'here was a brain scan

IMARIC armong s hoolchildren,” he said
Like Johnson, Ashe said he would & Noe
work with ALDS Nroups not tse it at all
thie [ A¥TLY 114" 11t "
hink we have o !I||.'|lninu\<.',[ur and it was not Lf'""t

ly. 1 was very fortunale to tolerale AL
he said

Ashe sald friends, family and assocl
ates who knew about his condition had
kept a “stlent and generous conspiracy to

maintiin my privacy

But last week, he said, a call to [/SA
Today by pe
changed all that

‘Sometime last woek someone phoned
UISA Today and informed the paper,” he
said

In response to questions, Ashe said he
wits not angry at the paper but was upsel
that he found himsell in a position ol
having to reveal his secret

“Someone just called and ratted on me
and (USA Today) felt journshistically
they had to ollow it up,” he said

Some 4,770 AIDS cases in the Unitod
States have been attributed to blood
transfusions, about 2 percent ol
Almost all those infections occurred be

i

fore the nation’s blood

an unidentified rson

the total

supply began be
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Current UO Bookstore

Board Members

-

We Need People of Vision Who Want To Make
A Positive Difference To Serve On Our Board.

Serving on the Board of Directors of the UO Bookstore 1s one of the few
oppontunities students have on campus 10 make a real difference
of Directors estabhishes policy for the Bookstore and plans for the tuture of

« 1 Graduate Student

« 1 Classified Staff/
Management
Service Personnel

+ 1 Student-at-Large

Nominations will be taken at the Annual Meeting.
Individuals may nominate themselves.
For more information, contact General Manager,

Jm Williams in person or at 346-4331

I'he Board

' Doctor uncertain how

Ashe picked up AIDS
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UO BOOKSTORE ANNUAL MEETING
Tuesday, April 14th at 3:30in the Walnut Room, EMU

12 Oregon Daly Emerak!  Thursday Apell 9 16

(Across from the US Poust Office)

Reguiar Business Hours
Tues.  Fri. 9am 1pm 2pm é6pm
Sat. 10am 4pm
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