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‘Combat biologists’
true environmentalists

The story is an old one: disenchanted workers re-
belling against an organization on ethical grounds. But
this case puts a new twist on the timber controversy.

Call them “combat biologists” — Forest Service
scientists taking on the higher-ups who wish to turn
old-growth timber stands into barren clear cuts,

They've organized, forming the Association of For-
est Service Employees for Environmental Ethics. The
2,000 members make a strong case of discrimination by
their bosses. Midnight transfers, identifying whistle-
blowers, forced resignations — all because the biolo-
gists objected to the free-wheeling destruction of the
forests.

Excuse the impertinence, but shouldn’t & desire to
protect forests be in the job description of a Forest Ser-
vice employee? Game wardens aren't expected to be
lux on hunting or fishing violations, so why should bi
ologists be expected to support logging practices that
result in the shrinking of forest lands?

The answer is simple. They shouldn™

It seems the "80s version of economic progress has
seceped into the governmental bureaus. Forest Service
executives, who should be protecting their domain, ap
pear instead to be more concerned with cash flow f

irom

timber sales

AFSEEE  members
have presented o damning
list of allegations. Hlegal
logging. park management
planning  manipulation,
resource  mismanagement
and falsifying reports are
just a few of the com
plaints. One by one, the
abuses are bad enough. As a whole. they are grotesque

One by one, the
abuses are bad
enough. As a
whole, they are
grotesque.

As can be the Forest Service has re
-.iuJ:‘.I’l-i! to the allegations brought forth by AFSEEE. In

a February memo, the chief of the department told em

l'\.FN'I:I'l!.

}Ilil\l‘l'\ to not violate environmental laws ar ftarest
plan stundards, and that he would not tolerate any re

taliation against whistle-blowers

Nice verbal sophistry, but is that actually happen
ing? The evidence would suggest it isn’t

It is heartening to see government workers having
the courage to stand up and report abuses. AFSEEE has
already had an not only in the Forest Service,
but in departments.  Advocacy
groups are cropping up all over the place

Hnpact

other  government

The Forest Service needs to be held to its pro-
fessed standards. 1 it doesn't,

|'1||i||‘ to be taken seriously durning a crisis,

how can its execulives

such as the

spotted ow!l controversy? Credibihity wanes, and the
only thing the officials will hear is laughter from peo
i';" who just can’t believe them
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A few thoughts about Opening Day

THE FINE
PRINT

BY DON PETERS
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Last year's World Series will
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Opening Day

I tuke u lot of flack for being a
dichard baseball fan | am in-
formed the game is “too slow”
or “boring  Perhaps for the
amateur viewer. Whereas in
other sports, all the action is up
front and on the screen, base
ball has more things going on
then most people recognize
A routine groundoul to se

are no problems on

nd is a good example. The out

is the culmination of the man
ager placing the Helder in the
proper position make the
Play ! pilcher ind catcher
leam ip e what |

'\ is other

One of my favorite
baseball memories
was watching my
father, as an
umpire, tossing my
grandfathercoach
out of a game for
arguing a balk call.

' \ 'l y My }
wils | r i-huana
hitter not turning on i
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hind his Falh! t i driv
ng the ba he barety ;a.-..!'me.E

A routine 4-3 groundout, but
hardly boring
I'here s something diflerent

aboutl baseball -.:m::-tlung that
AT itsell to the American
publl Bascball fans come
from evervwhere In fact, | just

a hook by one such
nmentator
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1 ally predisposed

Deing i basoix My la
ther was on a champion Little
League team In Panama and
played a pretly talr second

base. His lather was one of the
Vil ever seaen o
man with a formidable knowl
edge of the game and its rules

One of my favorite bascball
memories was walching my fa-
ther, as an umpire, toss my
grandfather-coach out of a
game for arguing a balk call. Let
me tell vou, it made the next
Sunday family dinner mighty
interesting

On a side note, my grandfa-
ther has finally admitted he
was right to get the thumb, but
he still argues the balk call
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e surroundings, the prople
are the important things
Growing up in Southern Cali
fornia, | had throee
wose from. My brother fol
lowed the Los Angeles Dodgers
and at that time, the San Diego

teams o

Padres wore untforms more
suited to fast lood than fast
balls. So | rooted for the Cal
| 1 Ang

play t wse | don't
have enough frustration in my
ife. 1 follow the Angels lor

ich the same reason. The An-

gels will lorever go down In
as the twam closest to
poing to the World Series
one pitch) and not make

Iheir history 1s :e-[n]n-'.r' with

history
1 S

I poourrences
But baseball, like lile, has its

ronies. T'wo vears ago, | had
the unbelievable opportunity to
cover the Padres for my home
Alter my first

game, | was chewed out in front

lown newspaper

ol the entire San Diego baseball
press corps by then-Montreal
Expos manager Buck Rodgers
for reasons | won't go into right
now. Welcome to the big
leagues, kid

Basoball followers reading
this are laughing because that
same Buck Rodgers is now the
manager of my beloved Angels,
thus providing one of the best
definitions of the term “mixed
emotions.”

Oh well, U'll still live and die
by the Angels. Play ball

Don Peters is an editorial edi-
tor for the Emerald
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Commentaries should be between 750 and 1.000
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