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¢ Forced membershlp
possible necessity
& It may work, but then again it may not. As always
5 this idea has at least two sides to it
2 Several Ohio businessmen heading up companies
* that have been illegally dumping pollutants have re-
2 ceived a twisted punishment, or a twist on their pun-
v ishment, shall we say.
v The men have been offered an option in #rder to
4 receive early release from their jail term. The option?
'* Serving time as a Sierra Club member.
: The most recent subject of the controversy sur
*a . . - “. .
» rounding the new plan is Donald Bohnert, a Cincinnati
X supplier of dry cleaning products. Bohnert was con-
5 victed last year of 219 counts of illegally transporting,
" storing and dumping hazardous waste.
')

Although Bohnert believes the club membership
requirement is fair, the Washington Legal Foundation,
a public interest law center, doesn’t like the idea. The
group claims the forced membership violates Bohnert's
constitutional right to freedom of association

The foundation added that the the condition re-
quires Bohnert to advocate “a highly activist and polit
ically oriented special interest group.”

It's true. The Sierra Club is extremely influential,
and one can see where supporting such a group would
be scary, even for big boys like Bohnert. After all, the
group stands for everything big business is against
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% It's understandable, whether one agrees with this D Te e L IF YOU UNDERSTAND RELATIVITY 1:_"_
s particular situation, how forced participation in a

4 group contrary to one’s beliefs can be legally and maor
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On the other hand, 1it's just as understandabie how

this S 1 "'.".‘.".,ll':\.",;! requircment could Den
oltender as well as the rest Of society
It's undemable our environment Is in worsening

shape. and that something must be done to turn the

tide while it's still possible. The club membership at

tually makes the oftender’s sentences mon }If“-l ictive

by educating them on a subject thev're obviousiv igno
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£ And il just might work
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AS USUAL, NES JUST
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