Ducks’ defense looks strong in spring training

2The Oregon football team suits up
for the season with seven quarterback
sacks in the first contact practice
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With the NCAA busy with the men's and women’'s
Final Four basketball championships and the national
swimming championships over the weekend, and not
1o mention baseball, what more could be expected from
the college ranks?

Football. That's right, football

I'he Oregon football team put the pads on Saturday
and held its first contact scrimmage of the spring at
Autzen Stadium In their third of the NCAA-allotted 15
spring meetings, the Ducks suited up and took their
first shots at each other since the 1991 season ended in
November

Head coach Rich Brooks got what he expected from
his two squads on the first day of contact drills, a diso
riented offense and a defensive effort dominated by
“enthusiasm.’

The defense «
first down until its 11th possession. Much ol this had
to do with the luck of practice time, but the offense was
challenged by a couple of new looks on defense, un

{id not allow the first offensive squad a

usual Tor this time ol vear

“We are further ahead on defense than we usually are
by the third day (of practice),” Brooks said. “"We gave
the first unit (offense) a lot of different looks, some ol
them new

I was impressed with the way we wero [tying

around on defense | was pleasod with the effort the
hitting of the D, running to the
asm of our delense,” Brooks said

I'he defense finished the day with seven quarterback
sacks. It became evident early on that the Duck offen-
sive unit needs maore time to work together

“Our defense is further ahead than our offense is al
this point.” Brooks said. “We did nol block well, and
we have a long way o go ollensively, w hich is to be ex
pected at this point

Quarterback Danny O'Neil, listed first on the depth
chart. was bothered by a sore thumb, and completed
one pass lor 10 yards in his 15 attempts

After being sacked by senior [ree salety Lric GCastie,
O'Neil was not allowed to be hit and the whistle was
blown when he was touched The quick whistle ac
counted for four of the seven quarterback sacks

While second-string junior quarterback Doug Mus

ball, the overall enthusi-

Praono by Mo haee Shode
Although head coach Rich Brooks was impressed with
the Ducks’ defense by the third day of spring practice,
he says they still have a long way (o go offensively

of his last eight passes for 103 vards. Crowston hit
flanker James Jessie for 10 vards and the fiest first down

and later on a pass down to the live-vard line, setting

up the first Duck score
[ really lhllln.;h' Crowston took advantage ol the ex

tra reps he got today because ol Musgrave's absengce
Brooks sald

Crowslon connected with wide recoiver Kory Mur
phy on four passes, including a 23 yard touchdown
Murphy, a redshirt freshman out ol Portl ind’'s Benson
High School, displayed quick moves and some wiry
footwork on sprint for the goal line

Crowston also led drives capitalized by live-yard

1 was impressed with the way we
were flying around on defense. |
was pleased with the effort — the
hitting of the D, running to the
ball, the overall enthusiasm of our
defense.’

Rich Brooks,

Oregon football head coach

on three of seven shorl passes lora total ol 29 yaras

But generally, it was the quick-reacting defense that
made the most of the offensive line's lack of fluency

“It was only the first day in full pads, so wo noed to
work together more in order to get in sync with cach
other.” senior tackle David Collinsworth said

Ihe Ducks will strotch their allotted 15 days ol
spring practice over three weeks, culminating on April
27 with the annual Green-White spring game

Oregon roturns six starters on both delense and ol
fense from last year's team that finished 3.8 A total ol
10 Ducks return from last voar

Among those missing from
morn s senior quarterback Brett Salisbury, who an
nounced lust Woednesday that he was not happy at O
gon and is looking o transfor to a Division 1l school

the st of returning letter

Salisbury may be able to r"" this fall lor his new
s l'..--,?_ wnding an NCAA 1«

Outside hinobacker Tony Koker, a4 sophomore [ram
Lobanon, (e underwent sue wlul back surgery on
Waodnoesday, and the team is hopelul hie will be ready
for full drills

Other wounded Ducks include delensive inemian
Gary Willtams [(knee)l and outside Lhinetmckors lacab

won (back) and Ernest Jones (knee) Their roles
have been Himited to nop-contact dridls this spring

Not taking part in spring drills are sophomore tail
back Kealit Clifford and junior lnebacker David Mas
sey, who have been suspended indelinitely for disci
plinary reasons, and senior fullback Brandon Jumper
suspended lor academic reasons

In addition, Hnebacker Victor Myles is at Los Angeles
southwest College working on necessary academi
work before being able to join the team for fall drills

Ihe 1992 Oregon season will Kick-ofl at Autzen Sta
dium for the fifth straight year, as the Ducks host Ha
wiall on Sept. 5 This year's schedule leatures soven

grave was busy taking medical school entrance exams, scoring runs by tallback Donovan Moore and newcomer ome eames. including Washington (Oct S S
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» Personal Stories from People With AIDS

o Grief and Loss

Saturday, May 9, 1992 9:00 a.m.
Gerlinger Lounge

EDPM 407 and EDPM 507
CRN 6408 and 64091
1 credit P/ANP only

LIMITED ENROLLMENT

Saturday lunch provided

Sponsored by Planned Parenthood of Lane County
and 1! of O Student Health Services

Friday, May 8,1992  6:00 - 9:00 p.m.
- 5:00 p.m.

Conference fee - $20.00 payable the day of workshop
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