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1 I thost i el
tricity lfor wells, betler and fast
er lransportation life in Qre

e perience than
t Western Orogon res
nis are accustomed Lo

And like those who i iddied

gon's Big Country is still « loser
5

them, the people HvVIng In
Southeastern O son in 19492
came here because they wanted
1 hett 1ih

'he slower-paced litestyle s
the most commonly given ben
efit of the region, as well as the
small numbers of people and
thie result ng luck ol crowds
truffic, pollution and crime

Many Sou rn Oregon
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previously in
:.1!_;:"? towns or cities, bul few
have any regrets about leaving
the hustle and bustle that goes
along w ith an urban lifestyle

‘I don't miss any part of it,'
sald Malena Konek, who owns
the store in Frenchglen, 65
miles south of Burn

Konek grew up in Albany
and lived in Washington and
on the Fast Coast belore mov
ing to this tiny community
population 10, 16 years ago
She remembers many tacets of
city living she would just as
soon lorget

“I don't miss all the lu-\lp'u'_
the traffic, or the rain,” Konek
.‘ulil!

Konek sald without all those
distractions, life is pared down
to its elemental roots

| like living a4 more basic
life," she sald. "My life here re
volves around the scasons,
.mum:i nature. | like the cli
mate and the country

ll.nmil errn;n who runs
the store and motel in Fields,
100 miles south ol Burns, gave
similar reasons for ¢enjoying 1ife
in Oregon’s isolated corner

“1 like the remoteness,” he
sald. "And the

When asked il he ever con
sidered living In a more popu
lated area, Northr 1 Har

lifestyle

nev County native who has

lived in ields, population
( 0 ears
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many peaple

It's not surprising it
dents of Oregon’s Big Country
would be more |
a lot of crowds. Both Konek
and Northrop said except for
the tourlst season rougnlty
between April and October

they don't do business outsids
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Froio by Jaypson Jacoly

The one-room elementary school al Andrews (population three),
about 100 miles south from Burns, had two students in 1987 and has

none now.

ol the local residents. Konek
‘--I'.'-‘i shi sees T
Frenchglen during the wintor

What is surpris
doesn’t seem to be a significant
imiting factor in people’s deci
sions to live in such an isolated
reglon with its often inhospita
ble weather

“This Is ideal tor us as far as
I'm concerned, sald B5-year
old William Warner, who owns
the town of Wagontire and
makes up its entire population
together with his wile, Olgie

The Warners, who moved to
this tiny cluster of buildings on
a windy plateau along US
Highway 395 from Reno, Nev
five-and-a-hall years ago, have
no regrels aboul leaving cily
life for this outpost 60 miles
southwest of Burns and 75
miles north of Lakeview

You can’t pick up
aver there In Eugene
land without something bad
having happened William
Warner said. “Dope, crime and
all that. We've never had any
problems like that here

Both Willlam Warner and
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op downplayed Lhe
winither in Southeastern Ore
gon, which Is much more ex

treme than on the west side ol

Cascade Mountalr In lact
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tourists In

ing is thal age

ro degrees Inowint i
100 in summer may seem prel
v oxtreme o those ol us used
to the more moderate lempera
tures that prevail in the Wil
amette Valley, bul .\l.l"!..'l_'l'!,!
didnt think much ol the siz

eding heat and frigid cold thal

Iso provail around Fields
Fhe climate is pretty miid
ner vorthrop sald with a
straight lace
Desprite thelr che lees Lo brave

this wildest cormer ol GOregon,
nonetheless its residents re 'Y
nize there are also good reasons
for living near towns and cities

“"When you gel lo a certain
age you have to think about
moving closer to medical facihi
ties and things like that,’
Konek said

And William Warner has pul
Wagontire up for sale, saving
it's about time to think aboul
retiremaoent

Still, neither the Warners nor
Konek i}ldtl o move without a
good reason

Willilam Warner soald he
plans to travel lor a year if he
sells the town, but he and his
wife want to come back and
live in Wagontire and help with
the restauran! and motel, e
jally during the summer when

trallic on the highway is hoay
sl
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Light or Amber
$89 (Pony Keg $55)
Special, Bomber or Stout

$99 ($60 Pony Keg)

from basic to
brilliant.
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Step into Birkenstock footwear and find
a remarkable blend of comfort and style
in colors that range

We carry every available Birkenstock.
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Corvallis » 703 NW 11th » 7570875 » Mon-Sat 10.65 30
Eugene * 5th Street Public Market * 342 6107 = Daily 10-6
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i POSTERS 57 W. Broadway

CLOTHING
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wintown Mall

IN THE STORE
Regular
or sale
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GIFTS

SHOES ¢ y
CARDS
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Mar 30 - Apr 11
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Paint
Grumbacher

"Academy” Watercolors in /.4 ml tubes

2%%le  Winsor & Newton Cotman
OFF Watercolors in 8 ml tubes

Winsor & Newton Professional

Watercolors in 5

mi tubes

MUG for 140 1 Aordanary!

Brushes

o Liquitex < i, fs i
* Grumbacher - :
* Grumbacher =

¢ Winsor & Newton -

e D'Arches

e Fabriano

25% OF

¢ Strathmore

Winsor & Newton Cotman
gREE Watercolor Set in 4 - 2ml tubes
e 18] 18 60 ]3

30% OFF

Paper

ALL WATERCOLOR
SHEET STOCK

Assorted weights & sizes

F

‘ Recycle this paper.
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