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Green probably best
Oregon could get

Oregon has long been known as a university that
breaks with tradition, especially when it comes to
coaching changes.

Whereas some schools change their coaches about
as regularly as the athletes change their gym socks, Or-
egon prefers to give a coach the benefit of the doubt
and remain patient for success. From 1923 to the end
of this season, there have been but eight men’s basket-
ball coaches. The shortest tenure, by both Bill Borcher
and Jim Haney, was five years.

To be sure, an NCAA coach does not have the best
job security. Only the rare fow, such as John Wooden,
retire with grace. Most are forced out or fired. It is the
nature of the beast.

With Don Monson, Oregon finally had to make a
choice. Athletic director Bill Byrne called it a tough de
cision, but in the face of a nine-year program with no
substantial improvement
and a 6-21 record this
year, patience turned into
lingering. It was time to
move in another direction.

Some of the problems
with the team were out-
side  Monson’s  domain
(untimely injuries) and
some within (recruiting).
But what probably cost
Monson his job was the
usually rabid Duck fans
turning into empty seats at
Mac Court.

Now
Green,

The words used to de-
scribe  the  48-year-old
Green run in the same
vein, Excellence, well-or-
gunized and well-prepared
are just a few of his general characteristics. From what
has been seen so far, the former Kansas assistant is a
down-to-carth type, brooking no nonsense from his
players and truly believing the word “student™ is the
most important in student-athlete,

Green is probably the best Oregon could have
fetched, which in no way should be seen as any sort of
intended slight of the new coach. Simply put, Oregon
cannot hope to compete financially with the Pac-10
powerhouses. The money, especially in a state under-
going Measure 5 pains, simply isn’t there. Green's
$200.000 salary — S$80,000 base, $60,000 from radio
and television, and 860,000 from Nike — is nice, but
does not put him in the higher financial echelon of
coaches. The salary is fair and reasonable given the Or
egon market and situation,

The new coach is not promising quick success, nor
should he. It will tuke time to build the men’s basket-
ball team up to the point where it can compete in the
top level of the Pac-10. Green seems to have the pa-
tience needed for the job.

From what has
been seen so far,
the former
Kansas assistant
Is a down-to-

enter Jerry

most important in
student-athlete.
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'CAN HE DO THAT?

(COMMENTARY |
Russian reforms rest on U.S. aid

By Matthew Henaa

ince my roturn from Rus
st last spring I have been
:--[w.ﬂr-\il\ usked whether

| found anything to val. Since |

obviously didn’t starve, the
shortest answer would be

Vs But since 1 lost 30
pounds in nine moanths, a maore

precise answer wo ild be “ves

but not voery 1 !

Unt] now, loxd shortages in
Russin and the othor rl;-..'!:||1|h
of the former Soviel nian
have attracted o voery limited
amount of US aid. These ef
forts ought to be expanded

However, they should not b
expanded because millions ol
1]

Russians are in danger of stary

ing Aid Is needed to support
lemocracy and prevent the n
Lurt i1 veDacked dicta
rvaarehi b
= ]

{ fit tussia ars
hardly ldeal. From December
19690, meal, sa 2o, eRRs, sta
P ind coaking werne all
ralioned In L prad (now St
Yolerst } (It Lhiis ol s

hoose gnd Were sim
M oto be | 1. When |
lerd the ancienl
i A 1 Ly [ S8 I
Kana, i wvenirs proughit
DACK ware 1 } muaatche 11
Tl jra i nid il j? |;'-II'
e, un Americar
11 19 LAt fid
ppi n Moscow at i
Wil better than it
most ol the rest ol the Soviel
nion. Even bread was ra

toned in 16 Russian terrilories

during late 1991 according
the RFE/RL rescarch report
ind food riots

in Moscow, Perm

W .'-'[s.-illl'-!
Erevan, and
"i'-|'\\|’i"|’"

Finally, even when food was
avatlable, prices have rapidly
gone up. Those whe rely on
small fixed incomes, particular
e, are likely to sul
I'hey may nol

11
Iy old ;:1'!|;=]
fer the most
starve, but they will spend their
;;UJ'-II"[‘. yvirers on a diet of bread
potatos and tea. And, il they gel
sick, there's no guarantee that
the doctor will have the medi

e G

¢t energy 1O

1 supporl
tranationalist extremisls, an

gry and frightened |J|'up|t‘tll'h'n
do

Robert Levgold, a leading ex-
pert on Soviet politics at Co-
lumbia University, observed
last vear in the New York
'imes that the current crisis in
Russia is frighteningly similar
to the instability in Germany af-
r World War [ And we all
know what .‘]\IP;I!'IH'(] in Ger

many

I'he Caommunists, to be sure,
are probahly history. In all the
months | spent in Russia, | only
once mel anvone who truly
supported them. Both election
resulls and my }I-'.’a:n::-:; experd
ences suggest the majority of
JeOpie T ally do believe in de

racy. But for many Rus

siuns I[|:||!\.|].|.\ most, Western

siyle iemocracy IS less ianpor
tant than a Westorn style of liv
g A righl-wing, even neo-las
Hotalor wi H Ikt
1 s T i  might
tardd o real Chunc
I ' | wit'd b
14y
i { !
S L
nes o power in Moscow will
ely heavily n the armed
forces lor support T Mans
Wi in torget at I lurther big
in the Kussian mililary
Goodbye Yell hello Cold
W
Goodbye peace dividend
t I'he amount ol money be

ing proposed as atd for the for
mer Soviel Unlon is spare
change next o the sums we
will x}'l'.".n! il Russia rearms. Be
twoeen 1985 and 1990 alone, the
United States spent roughly $2
trillion on its military, largely
in the name of making the
waorld safe for democracy. Yel
like Put Buchanan want
us to believe we can't afford

$15 bhillion to $20 billion, large

iu'tli!'l'

ly in the forms of loans, to help
prevent a dictatorship in Rus-

stan from returning. Go figure

Even if the U.S. government
offered $10 billion in outright
gifts, the cost would still be
some $275 billion less than
Bush is proposing to spend on
the military in fiscal 1993 Yes,
more money is needed for Ethi-
opla, and for people here at
home. But il democracy lails in
Russia, without our having
raised a finger to help i1, we
will be spending lots mor
money on guns and bombers
not on schools, hospitials or un
employment benefits

After dithering for maonths
the White House has Linally de
cided to back a signiticant aid
package. Some money will be
spent on humanitarian aid; an-
other fund will help Russia en
I'hey'll
have a tough fight, though,
agiinst logislators who want to

act monelary relorms

spend the money on more im
portant things, like the Seawaoll
sUbImEring

i's for these reasons | hope
L0 start g new group, provision
ally called Ald to Russia, to
lobby Oregon’s congressional
delegation for ald to democra
cies in the former 1S5 R
Such & Bnroup could also do d
rect fund-raising for relie!
I'here are o number of Western
arganizations, suc h as the Red
Cross, that are distributing aid

andad can

ectly In Russia

ike sure it gets o the ].'-l'l-‘l::l‘
who need i Ald Tor Russia will
meet Tuesday, ."\i::il 7 at 7:30
p.m. in the Janet Smith Cooper
ative, 1790 Alder St

Russia‘'s democrats have
onded the Cold War and bogun
the transformation of their
country. No amount of aid can
ensure their reforms will su
ceed, but we can help give
them a fighting chance

Matthew Rendall, a former
senior editor with The Interna
tonal Forum at Yale, studied at
Leningrad State University for
three semesters between 1989
and 1991

LE" .

University community,

length or stvle

The Oregon Daily Emerald will attempt to print all
letters containing comments on topics of interest to the

Letters to the editor must be limited to no more than
250 words, legible, signed and the identification of the
writer must be verified when the letter is submitted.

Fhe Emerald reserves the right to edit any letter for




