Unusual minor explores peace

JThe interdisciplinary peace stud-
Ies minor raises awareness of al-
ternatives to violence and ways to
improve the world

By Lisa Millegan
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Sometimes thete are benefits to not having a lot
of money

At least that's what thev say in the University
peace st idies program | Pl
that it's staffed largely by volunteers

‘One nice thing about having onily 51,000 (a

vear) is vou know theyv're not g

ofl,” said Rob Gould, a sometimes groduate teach
ing fellow with the program

When a group of professors, students and stafl
first began discussing the possibility of creating o
peace stludies minor back in the carly 1980s, they
knew thev couldn’t ask for much money bocause
the University was already encountering budget
difficulties

Out of fear that the progriam wouldn't be ap
proved at all, the group decided to ask for as it
maoney as pux&:hh-

Becnuse the Universily's money siluatl
hasn’t improved that much since 1987 when th
program was finally instituted, the cight-member
peace studies steering commilloe is still stafted by

professors who volunteer their time

“1’s kind of a labor of love lor most }|-‘|r}|iw
sald Cheyney Ryan, co-chairman of the peace
studies steering committee

.'\|{h::li_\.:h most commitlee Frlu!r-x-naF\ ure
strongly committed to the program, many have
difficulty finding time to spend on the minor
Ryan said

“People don’t have time,” Ryan said "It we
had more time we'd boe able to do more lor the
program. It's hard to sustain people’s energy and
commitment for a4 long period of time when
they 're volunteers

An IIlll‘fIiI‘»lJ]Illlhlf\ minor, the Universily
peace studies program offers no specific peace
studles courses. Instead students take classes in
departments including philosophy, political sci
ence, international studies and even telecom
munications and film

Courses have titles such as “Intro to World
Value Systems” (international studies), “War in
the Modern World™ (history) and “Systems of
War and Peace’ (sociology)

According to the program’s brochure, the
nor “addresses the conditions which constitute
the alternative to violence, and how to promote
them; and the strategies for achieving peace in its
various lorms

Gould said the peace studies progriam is good
for students who want to improve the world

A lot of students at the University are in pre
weilth studies,”” he sald. ““They want to make a

lot of money. On the other hand, there's a lot of
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}Hmjlln' [interested in poace studies) who come o
higher education to se0 how they can contribute
to life on this planet

I'he minor s avallable o all University under
graduates and has no admission requirements
Gould said many peace studies minors have ma CARETO BE A MEMBER OF THE CAS'T?
jors in philosophy, English and the arts

Some of the highlights of the program are the
classes taught ecach year by the visiling Savage
Scholar

Each year, & professor from a different part of
it

he world comes (o the University for a term to

lrach classes in peace ind imternational oflairs
Fhis vear's wlar was Japanese professor
Yoshikazu Sakamoto, who was at the niversily
fall

Senior Kent Hill sald he was altracted 1
peace studies minor because he's always tried ¢
chia g the st s A work study studoent
with t} Hill sald his interest in poacoe
Tl reased afler the Persian Gulf W
L] 1

Need to know more? Come to an informational

meeting in the Carson Gold Room,

Wednesday, Apnil Bth at 400 p m

Ayl atims availabde at Caram Hamilton and University bnn
A | ks amed University Hhosusing Waltom |Hall

A lot of students at the
University are in pre-wealth
studies....On the other hand,
there’s a lot of people who
come to higher education to
see how they can contribute
to life on this planet.
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I had all these [eelings and 1 n
them out,” he said
He particularly enjoyed a telecommunications
and film class titled “History ol Non-Violence
and Peace Making * He said the class taught him
among other things, about how much more diffi
cult it is for people to communicate than to fight b

Although Hill said it wasn’t the primary reason
he became involved in the peace studies program,
he thinks the minor will be useful in his post-col
lege plans to work in peace groups

Senior Anthaony Weersing came the peace
studies minor more by accldent. After awhile, hi
realized he had taken many of the o lasses needed
for the minor so he decided to apply tor one

Our professional
’ service and repair
v can keep your car

in topcondition.

Weersing said he enjoved peace studies classes

because they give students a “lecling of empower
ment or a desire to contribute to change

He believes his peace studies minor will be
uselul in his carver plans of working with giving

technical support to Fhird Warld countries
For the future, peace studies program planners

are talking about developing some sort ol joint

bachelor's degree program with Fortland State

University or Oregon State University
L * W f i 15 L] " 2

b s il ‘ 1917 Franklin Bivd., Eugene
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U of O Access Committee presents

i BOBCAT
| GOLDTHWAIT

e

UO MAC COURT

e FRIDAY, APRIL 10th
i at 8 p.m.
Tickets on sale
0, S Ticketmaster & EMU Main Desk. $10*

UO Students and §15* Ceneral
Public. For more info: ASUO 346-3724

r

*Plus §2.00 handling fee.
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