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Student code changes proposed

By Carrie Dennett

Ermarald AssoCiate Editor

Proposed amendments 1o the Student Con-
duct Code would change how academic dis-
honesty charges and minor infractions are re-
solved

One amendmoent would give faculty and stu-
dents a greater role in serious or contested
cases of academic dishonesty

Acadomic dishonesty cases are currently
heard by one of five local attorneys who serve
Under the amendment,

as hearings ollicers
cases would be heard by three members ol an
Academic Dishonesty Hearing Board, includ-
ing at least one student und one faculty mem
ber
“I'm a believer of ;luf',;'.:.l':nf by peers sald
Uiy v Student Conduct Coordinator
ine Green “Academic dishonesty is some
hing othar students are concermns d about
At the same time, University faculty are ex
pocted phold guidelines of academic integ
ritv. but have little role in enforcing those
guicielin
CGreen sakd facully often d trust the cur
] sy 1 ' it
Bocause ol this distr 1, somue lac
v Wil e 15 Lhe stud nouct system
} i porting susm i onesty, thoy
nav take n .|“.- ra into the win hands by pe
thr ! { r other
hat | em o
font d i
However, Marlene D | rector of the
(8 AT I Student Ady TR | there Is A
Wil j belbwi the percep t the cur
tin does notl work, ani ' \
ere are very [ow students w 1 off
scol-froe,"” she said
"The data show that when faculty comi
forward with a report ol o ademic dishonesty,

the students are punished,” Dres her said
Faculty already play a major role in academ
ic dishonesty cases, she said, because when a
student is found guilty, the
decides the punishment
Drescher sald academic dishonesty !u-.lrmp_-.

n the hands of a trained attor-

sludenl s pr fessor

noed 1O remain
ney

These cases ame like mini-trials,
“They create a record that can be forwarded to

she said

the court ol appeals

Officiating at an academic dishonesty hear

s & certain expertise, Drescher said

siversity could be put in an uncom

INg requires
and the Ur
fortable
casos heard by an insufficiently trained board
Also, using people from outside the Univer-

that is vital

sity creates a perception of fairness th

situntion If students start appealing

to maintain the system’s integrity, she said

“Il worrtes me when we start messing with
due process and disciplinary hearings.” Dros
cher said

Green said the University is the only institu
tion in the Oregon State Systom of Hi igher Edu
cation that uses an outside lawyer for dis
honesty cases

“I'vee had at least seven different lowvers
look at the rules,” she said, “and they said

there is nothing in the administrative rules

that savs (the hearing officer) has to be some-
one with legal authority. ™
However, Drescher sald there is an Oregon

Administrative rule that distinctly sayvs that
the hearing officer must be a graduate of a law
school. The student conduct code lalls under
the OAKs

The Hearing Board would be made up of
five faculty and live students. The faculty
would be appointed by the University presi
dent to serve staggered two year terms on the
board. ASUO-recommended students would
be .1]1[:”:1,!'\1 hy the [I:I'f'\l(ir'!ll O one-yoar
terms

A second ami
mal resolution of

ndment would allow an infor
minor conduct infractions
when a student fails to respond to a complaint
lent Conduct Coordinator

Currently, if a student fails to make an ap
with Green's office when requested

issued by the Stue

pomtment

or makes an appointment but fails to show up,
the student is awtomatically sent through the
formal hearings process

Green said this scenario only happens with a
few students each year, but resolving the in
fractions through the formal process is a waste
of time for both students and the hearings offi
cer

The third amendment would allow disci
plinary action against any University student
ot student organization responsible for any fire
hazard

The current code states that the
must be a “significant™ fire hazard

The amendments will be discussed and vot
ed on at the March 11 University Senate meet
ing, and both proponents and opponents are
preve ted to testily
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