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Bradley Williams and Kenn Woodward will sing the roles ol Borneo and Merculio, respectively, in Romeo 

‘Romeo et Juliette’ opens at Hult 
By Mmg Rodrigues 
t nmrnki Coni' ibutof 

Tin* of opera is changing.' When voi .i!s 
»' [>• (tic tradition, (<wi.1 \’*» upci.i integrates sung, 
dunce and l lif a lor lo lend Iresh dynamism to un 

age-old performaiK c art 

This weekend, viewers will gel a feel ol what 
tmichrn opera is all about when the hugenc <)pera 
presents its unique, ballot inspired interpretation 
ol the Bard s lus-m love slorv. lionil'll el luhcttc 

Thu scope uf opera lends itself very well to 

many arl forms, said Dorothy Ryan ol the hu- 

ge! 10 Opera "Our production ol Homi'ii cl Jullcth* 
has met a great mail h in fusing Isith the dramatic 
and halletu traditions ol this classic tale 

With so many elements shaping the opera, cho- 

reographer Susan /..idol!, a senior instructor with 
the University's daiu e department, worked close- 
ly with direi tor lames Poland to create a piece 
th.ll Would pull all the elements together into one 

isuallv stmining nan 

in un In ;i ogciphy. I had to constantly keep 
m in.ml the l.u t that the last would be sing.tig 
id;,'. mi \ mg at the same time. /. idol) said 

An.I with singers who are not really experienced 
dancers there are limits to the chornogr.iphv I 
had to nine up with lhallengilig steps lull noth- 

ing too him y /.adult plays Lady t apulel in the 

production 
We have a huge ast with dancers, and my 

( ha. i'lit',' U is to take the ast .U ici ( reale a lull. 

,ii uv e. moving stag.- \\ I. k.-ping lo uu: ■< ! oi 

tin period in whic h tlic play is set," sin- s.iici 

\Viirking with .1 Kith 1 enters lyricalopera 
score, Zadoff had to ensure that the sense of car- 

nage and gestures of the Ken.iiss,nice period tied 
in smoothh with the music 

“I think it’s great that opera is taking on a more 

dramatic stance with many-opera performers to- 

day trained in one degree or another in dance and 

acting," Zadoff said "This integrated concept of 
sung and dance is exciting and adds more buoy- 
ancy to the richness oi opera 

founded in 197ti, the llugene Opera, now in its 

Hi pi season, started out as a community opera 
With a cast of mostly local sing-os, the company 
performed mainly in high school auditoriums fur 

local audieni es 

Conductor franc as Cralleo, who has led many 
hugene Opria productions including last season’s 

RitfulatUi and MuJunw llutirrlh will return to 

conduc t tins masterpiece of the f rench romantic 

period for this produc lion, the opera chorus in- 
1 hides to CDiversity students and seven alumni 

RttunH) t'l liiliftli■ written hy (diaries Gounod, 
will be sung in flench with ••upertitles It opens 
tonight at li p rn a! the Mult Ca nter and will close 
with a matinee perfc.t 1:1.1m e Sunday. Man h it, at 

2 to p m 

I ii Ket p:lees range- Irom S7 to S lr> with student 
and sennits disc mints Tn kets are .iv.nlahle at the 
I.MC Main Desk or by calling the Mult Center 
!i< ket wifi: e .it t.H7 MHH) 
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Support Your Local Theatre 

McKenzie Theatre 
630 Main St. 

(Downtown Springfield) 
747-8349 


