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DITORIAL

Who decides where
to draw the line?

The Washington State Senate recently passed a
measure barring the sale of sexually oriented tapes and
CDs to minors.

Touchy, right? You bet
ments now
It's time to draw the line!
Who gives you the right to draw the line?

We're in moral decay — we must draw the line some-
where!

Okay, where? Who decides where to draw the darn
thing anyway?

And round and round we go, again. When it comes
to a decision affecting this country's rights, it always
The trouble 1s, no

One can hear the argu-

boils down to the same argument
one is ever absolutely right; both sides, at the same
time, offer winning and losing points.

The measure would expand present law now ban-
ning the sale of erotic printed materials, films and pho-
tographs to minors so that it includes musical record-
ings. It passed the Senate with a 35-9 vote after receiv-
ing a near-unanimous vote in the House. It will now go
to Gov. Booth Gardner

So what would define sexually explicit lyrics? In
this instance, the group 2 Live Crew's words would
serve as a prime example. The bill came in response to
an Everett, Wa. mother who complained about her son
repeating “obscene” language he'd learned from cne of
the group's recordings

Now here’s where it gets sticky. Point number one:
It is correct to wonder just what a child, here defined
as @ "minor,”" is or isn’t able to handle; what is or isn’l
healthy for a child to be exposed to. Laws surrounding
children should ideally protect them from what they
‘-liil}!{)\#'l’-“\' are not ready Lo expenence

Now, number two. As stated above, who will de-
Just what will

explicit™  material?

cide where o draw the obscenity line?

constitute  “sexually Lvervone
nows everyone has a difterent apinon (n every

\__I:ifn-! to 2 Live
ht find offensive an

5
thing. So whose will take the cake?
Crew's lyrics, what one persan mig
other may find acceptable

It’s not tor one to J;Jnigi_' right or wrong it's merely a
fact that there are as many ways 10 see an issue as there
are people. Room must be made for various opinions.
And that's where drawing lines gets hard

It gets dangerous when The Law decides to play
God, When these folks get to say the final yea or nay on
what goes instead of the individual, it's scary. Then
again some Americans some imposed restraint

Final answer? Hard to say. You decide
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IN 1988 GEORGE BUSH
AIRED THE FAMED
WILLIE HORTON ADS .

INFLAMING VOTER FEARS
N A BRAZEN ATTEMPT
TO POLARIZE THE NATION.

NOW HE SAYS HE DIDN'T
MEAN IT IT WAS ALL
A MISUNDERSTANDING.
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HE'S GONE SOFT.

VOTE PAT BUCHANAN.
PAT BUCHANAN FOR PRESIDENT COMM

WERE CALUNGIT — 2
WELFARE' THIS TIME'
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cation rather than culling
through national parks to build
new roads
would appreclate it if you
would share my concerns with
the Ways and Means commit
tee. Thank you for your work. |
look lorward to hearing from
vou and keeping informed
Theresa Scott
Student

1 4 comme in the Feb
4 Emerald, Phil Zuckerman of
the Jewish Student Union at-
tacked the Student Insurgent
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cles. All the articles 2 Kormin

cited regarded the history and
policies of the Israell govern

ment and the nature of Zionism
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people Lak

ng part in that debale

Edwin R. Bingham
Howard Brick
Matthew Dennis
Jack P. Maddex Jr.
Jelirey Ostler
Daniel A. Pope
Quintard Taylor
Glenn A. May
Bryna Goodman
Randall McGowen
Mavis Mate
History Dept.

Money

What will Myles Brand think
of next? First he spends money
to send out a letter announcing
something that could have just
as easily been published in the
Emerald. | presume that this ex-
pensive (postal fees, paper,
prnlog . costs, .. farm of .coma

munication I:f:hla.ll-:\ didn't im
prove the tlurnout

But now he wants me (an

all of us) to spend $1 In or
1 places with him

(e 1:1"-"'
Where is all that money going

107 And what will the one stu-

ient chosen actually learn from
the exg {

Debra Frye

Student

Bookstore’'s board ol
taking 4 lirm stand
i

wir declsion to

[ nst

nol rem phic litera
lure fro 18

Being personally opposed to
violence done lrom one human
to another in any form, | de
howevaer, regret that Men
\gainst | and the Women's
Coenti y 1o make the il

ision equaling corre
causalily in thelr ar-
ne rapisis may
pornographic ma-

he past, but | would

Was ]I!l;l'.l!;i\ SOITIe-

g depicting physical acts of
ueily against women Playbaoy
and Penthouse are nol exam-
[;:.-\ of such material

'he facts are that many,
many maore men will look such
magazines over and not commit
any acts of violence. Do the vic-
timized pasts ol a certain mi-
nority justify inflicting their
will upon a harmless majority?
I'rucing backward in the lives
ol deviant persons is a danger-
ous game, for there will be
many unusual and unexpected
connection for these people to
their crimes, which would not
appear in the non-deviant, non-
violent population.

Finally, freedom of speech
also means freedom to choose:
If you don't like pornography,
nobody is going to force you to
read it In our country, we are
free to turn knobs and dials and
pick what we want to read, see
and listen to. [ value my right
to choose infinitely more than
your biased opinion of what I
can choose from

Timothy Leyden
History
cess eenea. .. Peychology




