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; A new album, a new
- outlook, a new life

By MONA BLABER
Dasdy i, U of Hlinos

Pain makes for great art. But as Concrete Blonde s
Johnete Napolitano knows, it makes life aliving hell

It was emotional turmanl that spurred Concret
Blonde's breakthrough multi-platimum album,
Bloodletting, and its heart-wrenching his, " Joey™ and

Caroline.” But while even more problems have beset
hand members since recording that album, the
outlook on their upcoming release, Walking i London,
scems to have brightened a bin,

“That was a very bad year for me,” sind Napohuno
the group’s singer, bassist and prunany songwiiter, of
the tme spent recording Bloodlettng. =1 really wanted 1o
hide after that record was made 1 telt hike, Cand, Tve
teally cut myselt open here s so monic that i did well,
hecause if there was any record that Twould have rather
locked ina closer, it would have been ( Bloodletting) ™

But more |||nhlr'|l|\ were o lollow. While on tour o
support the album, \.llmlll.uln'\ back fused from the
constant weight of her bass. Then, while i Mexico City,
she contracted salmonella, but wouldn't seek treatment
because she doesn't ke doctors. When she tinally went
o a hospital, physicians couldn’t find a pulse. One
doctor old her mother that Johnette was 20 minutes
sway from dying. Although that expenence will keep
the band trom wuning while she recuperates, Johnete
sud 1t motvated her te stretch her creatve s

“These neardeath expenences are really great tor
vour prionties,” she said. “1 Lud there and sad, you
know, 'm 34 vears old, and of 1 go I don't nearly huve

he volume of work behund me that | should have ™

Soshie set out to create Walking o London. While the
dbum showcases much of the the deepaceded angst
that made “Joey™ and “Carohine”™ hits on the last
I, i also expands mio a tew more upbeat themes

I'm pret pleased with the progress that I have

nade, and Lappreaate alot of thaings more I'm able 1o
b stimulated and mnspire d by ditterent thangs more
fan just being muserable, and | think it shows.”
[ Despite these sethacks, Napohtano has also anved a
| miche as a role model for Lans nred of secing women in
| ringk portraved solely as sex svimbols, Like vocalists
Natabie Merchant of 10,000 Maniacs and Edie Bockell
Sapolitano takes ]l]l‘!f that she doesn 1 have 1o " wiive
| v s tront of the camera

\ind even of Walking tn London (due in stores March
VO dleoesn 't e :'l"' the tmipressive sales and reviews ol

!
lletting \.;lh.]].’_[ln- knows she's walking in the

[ rght directuon. The woman some call the best female
j vilcahist in rock '’ roll now can enjoy her abilin

" | l think of vou can do art that en ihles someone to
| torget abour ther davao-day existence and take them
| sounewhere els Ihl".l Vil e llnrzl A NCIY :I:.ilr-H.lln‘
thing for pe "f’l‘ " she sad. “Fmoa lot happier now with

my abiliy to do that | thank s a gl

COURTESY OF | LS. RECORDS
Napolitano: the best female vocalist in rock and roll?

Byl AL RASCHMID

Can college DJs bite the hand that feeds them?
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