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EDITORIAL

Guns and schools
are a deadly mix

You just never know when you'll need a gun on
school grounds, or so say Olympia-area gun rights ad-
vocates.

A measure to bar everyone, not just students, from
carrying guns to school is now being considered in
Washington. Presently, only elementary and secondary
school students cannot bring deadly weapons onto
school grounds.

This action was prompted by several incidents
where adults and non-enrolled juveniles have brought
guns to school to threaten and attack students and
teachers.

Gun rights advocates object to the bill, saying it
would unnecessarily encroach on the rights of gun car-
riers, especially those concerned about their safety.

Simple logic holds that if guns are outlawed from
school in the first place, there would be no reason for
waorrying about one's safety. Two plus two equals four;
no danger, no need for guns.

Of course, danger will continue to exist in the way
of school-ground confrontations and problems, but

vhen guns are taken out
of the equation from the
bepinning,  they  arent  Two plus two

necded to finish the illllh
lem eithoer

equals four; no
danger, no need
for guns.

When one introduces
deadly weapons, or in this
case, continues to allow
them to be legally carried onto school grounds, he or
she is asking for trouble. Why? Because in a play-
ground setting, guns are an accident waiting to happen

a self-fulfilling prophecy of sorts

If the appearance of guns on campus is the prob:
lem here, the answer isn’t the continued authorization
of more guns. but no guns,

Granted, there will always be people who bring
puns to school, regardless of the law, and it's these
characters the gun-toting advocates are justifiably con-
cerned about. However, isn't it better to strive for the
ideal of no guns at school (where they don’t belong in
the first place) than to settle for everyone and his or her
brother packing their .45 to class?

This no doubt boils down to a rights issue. Threat-
en to take away an American's rights and expect a fight
to the death — cven if it doesn’t make sense to exercise
that right. Part of keeping all our rights intact usually
means defending them down to the wire: many ot us
are afraid that should we lose a segment of those rights,
the rest will surely follow.

And so the Second Amendment, the right to bear
arms, is defended in this case, no doubt with the inten-
tion of protecting the issue on a whole. But examined
closer, it's obvious it wouldn't be the best idea to exer-
cise gun carrying rights in this instance. Think about it:
Guns and schools just don't mix,

e JoMerald
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