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New units shouldn’t
mean higher rents

Anybone who has ever lived in the Amazon, East
Campus or Westmoreland housing units knows what
they arc like. Small, cramped and, in some places, fall-
ing apart.

But the rent is cheap. To be exact, $142 a month for
it two-bedroom apartment at Amazon

At prices like that, residents say they can put up
with weathered paint, utilitarian bathrooms and drafty
bedrooms. After all, the low rent allows them to pay tu
itton and continue their education

However, what should be done when the housing
gets so decrepit, safety becomes a factor? The Amazon
units were built to deal with the overflow of World
War Il soldiers going to college on the G.1 Bill. It, and
the other housing arcas, are badly outdated

In 1989, the Oregon Legislature, in oa time of high
University enrollment, took steps to create more Uni
versity housing by floating an $11 million bond. But
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You would think
our state

Sounds pretty  good.
right? At this  cash
strapped  University, any
state funding, even in the
form of a bond. should come in handy. right?

Wrong. There is one small problem. The money to
pay off the bonds has to come from somewhere — in
this case, rent from the housing units

As a result, rent tor family housing is going to go
up. Nobody knows by how much, but the amount will
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Fact of life
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